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CHAPTER 1 

            

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS  

APPLICABLE TO THE ENTIRE CITY CODE  

INCLUDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATION  

 

SEC. 1.01. APPLICATION.  The provisions of this Chapter shall be applicable to all the 

chapters, sections, subdivisions, paragraphs and provisions in the City Code and the City Code 

shall apply to all persons and property within the City of Dodge Center, Minnesota, and within 

such adjacent area as may be stated in specific provisions. 
 

SEC. 1.02. DEFINITIONS.  Unless the language or context clearly indicates that a 

different meaning is intended, the following words, terms and phrases, for the purpose of every 

chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph and provision of this City Code, shall have the following 

meanings and inclusions:  
 

Subd. 1. "City"  means the City of Dodge Center, Minnesota, acting by or through its 

duly authorized representative. 

 

Subd. 2. "Council"  and "City Counci l"  mean the City Council of the City of Dodge 

Center, Minnesota.  

 

Subd. 3. "Clerk Administrator"  and "City Clerk"  mean the person duly appointed by 

the City Council and acting in such capacity. 

 

Subd. 4. "Person" includes all firms, partnerships, associations, corporations and natural 

persons. 

 

Subd. 5. "Written"  and "In Writing"  mean any mode of representing words and letters 

in the English language. 
 

Subd. 6. "Street"  means the entire area dedicated to public use, or contained in an 

easement or other conveyance or grant to the City, and shall include, but not be limited 

to, roadways, boulevards, sidewalks, alleys, and other public property between lateral 

property lines in which a roadway lies. 

 

Subd. 7. "Public Property"  and "Public Place"  mean any place, property or premises 

dedicated to public use, owned by the City, occupied by the City as a lessee, or occupied 

by the City as a street by reason of an easement, including, but not limited to, streets, 

parks or parking lots so owned or occupied. 

 

Subd. 8. "Private Property"  means all property not included within the definition of 

public property or public place. 
 

Subd. 9.  "Intersection"  means the area embraced within the prolongation or connection 

of the lateral curb line or, if no curb, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways or 

streets which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles or the area within 

which vehicles traveling upon different streets joining at any other angle may come in 



conflict. 

 

Subd. 10. "Roadway"  means that portion of a street improved, designed, or ordinarily 

used for vehicular travel.  In the event a street includes two or more separate roadways, 

the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to 

all such roadways collectively. 

 

Subd. 11. "Police Officer"  and "Peace Officer"  mean every officer, including special 

police, authorized to direct or regulate traffic, keep the peace, and appointed, employed, 

or contracted for, for the purpose of law enforcement. 

 

Subd. 12. "Misdemeanor"  means the crime for which a sentence of not more than 

ninety (90) days or a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or both, may be imposed. 

 

Subd. 13.  "Petty Misdemeanor" means an offense, which does not constitute a crime, 

and for which a sentence of a fine of not more than $300.00 may be imposed. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 45, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  3-13-2001 

 

Subd. 14. ñConvictionò means either of the following accepted and recorded by the 

Court: 

 

A.  A plea of guilty; or, 

B. A verdict of guilty by a jury or a finding of guilty by the Court. 

 

Subd. 15. "Crime"  means conduct which is prohibited by ordinance and for which the 

actor may be sentenced to imprisonment or fine. 

 

Subd. 16. "Ordinance"  means an ordinance duly adopted by the City Council of Dodge 

Center, Minnesota. 
 

Subd. 17. "Ex Officio Member"  means a person who is not counted for the purpose of 

determining a quorum, and has no right to vote, but shall have the right and obligation 

(within his discretion) to speak to any question coming before the board, commission or 

other deliberative body of which he is such member. 

 

      Subd. 18. "May"  is permissive. 

 

      Subd. 19. "Shall"  is mandatory. 

 

      Subd. 20. "Violate"  includes failure to comply with. 
 

Subd. 21. "Premises" means any lot, piece or parcel of land within a continuous 

boundary whether publicly or privately owned, occupied or possessed. 
 

 SEC. 1.03. VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR A PETTY MISDEMEANOR.  

Every person violates a chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this City Code 



when he performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such 

failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished 

as for a misdemeanor, or as for a petty misdemeanor, except as otherwise stated in specific 

provisions herein, as set forth in the specific chapter in which the section, subdivision, paragraph 

or provision violated appears.  Upon conviction for a crime, the actor may be convicted of either 

the crime charged if it is a misdemeanor, or a petty misdemeanor as an included offense 

necessarily proved if the misdemeanor charge were proved. 

 

 SEC. 1.04. OTHERWISE UNLAWFUL.  The City Code does not authorize an act or 

omission otherwise prohibited by law. 
 

 SEC. 1.05.   SEVERABILITY.    Every chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or 

provision of the City Code shall be, and is hereby declared, severable from every other such 

chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision and if any part or portion of any of them 

shall be held invalid, it shall not affect or invalidate any other chapter, section, subdivision, 

paragraph or provision. 

 

 SEC. 1.06. PAYMENT INTO CITY TREASURY OF FINES AND PENALTIES.  All 

fines, forfeitures and penalties recovered for the violation of any ordinance, charter, rule or 

regulation of the City shall be paid into the City Treasury by the Court or officer thereof 

receiving such monies.  Payment shall be made in the manner, at the time, and in the proportion 

provided by law. 

 

 SEC. 1.07. MEANINGS.  As used in this City Code, words of the male gender shall 

include the female and neuter, and the singular shall include the plural and the plural shall 

include the singular. 

 

 SEC. 1.08. CITATION.  This codification of the ordinances of the City of Dodge Center 

shall henceforth be known as the City Code and cited thus:  "CITY CODE, SEC. ______." 

 

 SEC. 1.09. PENALTIES FOR EACH OFFENSE. When a penalty or forfeiture is 

provided for the violation of a chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this City 

Code, such penalty or forfeiture shall be construed to be for each such violation. 

 

 SEC. 1.10. TITLES.  A title or caption to or in any chapter, section, subdivision, 

subparagraph or other provision of the City Code is for convenience only and shall not limit, 

expand, or otherwise alter or control the content, wording or interpretation thereof. 

                       

 SEC. 1.11. REFERENCE TO A PUBLIC OFFICIAL.  Wherever an appointed public 

official is referred to in the City Code, the reference shall include such public official or his 

designee. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

(Sections 1.12 through 1.99, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

 



CHAPTER 2 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT  

 

 SEC. 2.01. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE.  Pursuant to authority granted by Statute, 

this Chapter of the City Code is enacted so as to set down for enforcement the government and 

good order of the City by and through the Council. 
 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

SEC. 2.02. COUNCIL MEETINGS - TIME AND PLACE.   Regular meetings of the 

Council shall be held in the Council Chambers on the second and fourth Monday of each month 

at 6:00 o'clock P.M. Special and adjourned meetings shall also be held in the Council Chambers.  

In the event that any regular meeting falls on a holiday, then the meeting shall be held on the 

next business day at the same time. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 98, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  5-25-2010 

 

 SEC. 2.03.  SPECIAL MEETINGS. Special meetings of the Council may be called by 

the Mayor or by any two other members of the Council by writing filed with the Clerk 

Administrator stating the time, place and purpose of the meeting. Notice of a special meeting 

shall be given by the Clerk Administrator to each member of the Council by mailing a copy of 

such filing to all members who did not sign or issue the call at least four (4) days prior to the 

time stated therein, or by personal service at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the projected 

time of meeting. Special meetings may be held without prior written notice to the Council when 

all Council members are present at the meeting or consent thereto in writing. Any such consent 

shall be filed with the Clerk Administrator prior to the beginning of the meeting. Any special 

meeting attended by all Council members shall be a valid meeting for the transaction of any 

business that may come before the meeting. Meetings of the Council which are adjourned from 

time-to- time shall not be subject to the foregoing notice requirements; nor shall special meetings 

which, in the judgment of the Council, require immediate consideration to meet an emergency 

require such notice, but may be called by telephone communication or any other expeditious 

means. Notice to the public and to news media shall be given as required by statute. 

 

 SEC. 2.04. COUNCIL PROCEDURE AT REGULAR MEETINGS.  The Clerk 

Administrator shall prepare the following items:  (1) an agenda for the forthcoming meeting; (2) 

a compiled list of all claimants who have filed verified accounts claiming payment for goods or 

services rendered the City during the preceding month, such list to be called the "Claim Report" 

and bearing headings "Claimant", "Purpose", and "Amount"; (3) a copy of all minutes to be 

considered; and, (4) copies of such other proposals, communications, or other documents as the 

Clerk Administrator deems necessary or proper for advance consideration by the Council. The 

Clerk Administrator shall forthwith cause to be mailed or delivered to each member of the 

Council copies of all said documents. Roberts' Rules of Order (Newly Revised) shall govern all 

Council meetings as to procedural matters not set forth in the City Code. 

 

 



 SEC. 2.05. CITY SEAL.  All contracts to which the City is a party shall be sealed with 

the City Seal.  Said Seal shall be kept in the custody of the Clerk Administrator and affixed by 

him. The official City Seal shall be a circular disc having engraved thereupon "CITY OF 

DODGE CENTER" and such other words, figures or emblems as the Council may, by resolution, 

designate. 
 

 SEC. 2.06. RIGHT TO ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL.  If any person shall be 

aggrieved by any administrative decision of the Clerk Administrator or any other City official, or 

any Board or Commission not having within its structure an appellate procedure, such aggrieved 

person is entitled to a full hearing before the Council upon serving a written request therefore 

upon the Mayor and Clerk Administrator at least five (5) days prior to any regular Council 

meeting. Such request shall contain a general statement setting forth the administrative decision 

to be challenged by the appellant. At such hearing the appellant may present any evidence he 

deems pertinent to the appeal, but the City shall not be required to keep a verbatim record of the 

proceedings. The Mayor, or other officer presiding at the hearing, may, in the interest of justice 

or to comply with time requirements and on his own motion or the motion of the appellant, the 

Clerk Administrator, or a member of the Council, adjourn the hearing to a more convenient time 

or place, but such time or place shall be fixed and determined before adjournment so as to avoid 

the necessity for formal notice of reconvening. 
 

 SEC. 2.07.  RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR APPEALS AND OTHER HEARINGS.   

The Council may adopt by resolution certain written rules of procedure to be followed in all 

administrative appeals and other hearings to be held before the Council or other bodies 

authorized to hold hearings and determine questions therein presented. Such rules of procedure 

shall be effective thirty (30) days after adoption and shall be for the purpose of establishing and 

maintaining order and decorum in the proceedings. 

 

 SEC. 2.08. FACSIMILE SIGNATURES.  The Mayor and Clerk Administrator are 

hereby authorized to request a depository of City funds to honor an order for payment when such 

instrument bears a facsimile of his signature, and to charge the same to the account designated 

thereon or upon which it is drawn, as effectively as though it were his manually written 

signature. Such authority is granted only for the purpose of permitting such officers an economy 

of time and effort. 
 

  SEC. 2.09. CLERK ADMINISTRATOR.  

 

Subd. 1. General. The duties of the Clerk Administrator shall include the duties of the 

Clerk-Treasurer. The Clerk Administrator shall give the required notice of each regular 

and special election, record the proceedings thereof, notify officials of their elections or 

appointments to office, certify to the County Auditor all appointments and the results of 

all elections or appointments to office, certify to the County Auditor all appointments and 

the results of all municipal elections. 

 

 Subd. 2. Record Keeping. The Clerk Administrator shall keep: 

 

A.  A Minute Book noting therein all proceedings of the Council. 

 

B.   An ordinance book, two copies, one to be kept in the Clerk's office and one for 



police. 

 

C.   An account book, in which shall be entered all money transactions of the City, 

including the dates and amounts of all receipts and the person from whom the 

money was received and all orders drawn upon the Clerk Administrator with their 

payee and object. 

 

D.   Ordinances, resolutions and claims considered by the Council need not be given in 

full in the Minute Book if they appear in other permanent records of the Clerk 

Administrator and can be accurately identified from the description given in the 

minutes. The Clerk Administrator shall act as the Clerk of the City and shall be 

the custodian of its seal and records, shall sign its official papers, shall post and 

publish notices, ordinances and resolutions as may be required and shall perform 

such other appropriate duties as may be imposed upon the Clerk Administrator by 

the Council. With the consent of the Council, a Deputy Clerk Administrator may 

be appointed, for whose acts the Clerk Administrator may discharge any of the 

duties of the Clerk Administrator. In case of the Clerk Administrator's absence 

from the City or disability, the Council may appoint a deputy Clerk Administrator 

if there is none, to serve during such absence or disability. The deputy may 

discharge any of the duties of the Clerk Administrator all according to Minnesota 

Statutes, 412.l5. 

 

Subd. 3. Other Duti es. Direct the Administration as provided by Council action, State 

and Federal statutes. Coordinate with the Council in administering municipal affairs. 

 

A.  Prepare reports and summaries relating to contemplated municipal projects and/or 

improvements and submit them with recommendations as may be required to the 

Council for study and subsequent action. 

 

B.   Prepare an annual fiscal budget for submission to the Council. Maintain financial 

guidelines for the City within the scope of the approved budget program. 

 

C.  Prepare an annual financial statement and perform other duties as required in 

Minnesota Statutes, 4l2.l4l. 
 

D.   Attend and participate in all Council meetings. Attend at Clerk Administrator's 

discretion or by invitation other committee and commission meetings. 

 

E.  Coordinate municipal programs and activities as authorized by the Council. 

 

F.   Submit quarterly reports to the Council of the financial condition of the City 

accounts. 

 

G.   Supervise the conduct of local elections in accordance with the prescribed laws 

and regulations. 

 

H.   Coordinate the activities of all Department Heads and the administrative staff in 

the administration of City policy. 



 

I.   Work in cooperation with the City Attorney and City Engineer. 

 

J.  Prepare news releases, develop and discuss public relations with all concerned as 

required. 

 

K.   Consult with appointed officials and with other public or private agencies as may 

be required. 

 

L.   Be fully informed regarding Federal, State and County programs which affect the 

City. 
 

M.   Be responsible to the Council and be a liaison with other commissions and boards 

of the Council doing any research as needed. 

 

N.  Perform all duties required regarding ordinances or resolutions adopted by the 

Council. 

 

O. Supervise all City employees, department heads and other administrative 

department heads of the City which includes the Emergency Services Coordinator 

and the Police Chief when these positions are occupied. The Clerk Administrator 

will be responsible for giving each employee of the City an employment 

evaluation each year before July l. The written evaluation will be placed in the file 

of the employee and be ready for review by a Wage and Salary Committee of the 

Council at the time of contemplated raises for any City employee. The Clerk 

Administrator shall supervise and deal with complaints and correct employee 

deficiencies which arise or are brought to the attention of the Clerk Administrator 

on a day-to-day basis or which do not amount to formal disciplinary procedures as 

contemplated by the City personnel policy. 
 

 Subd. 4. Requirements of Knowledge, Skills and Abilities. 

 

A.   Considerable knowledge of municipal government operation, proper procedures, 

public relations, finances, purchasing and all administrative requirement for 

proper municipal operations. 

 

B.   Knowledge of or ability to require full knowledge of all laws affecting the City. 

 

C.   Ability to plan development, collect material and analyze for reporting, and to 

conduct and implement studies of procedures, operations and organization. 

 

Subd. 5. Requirements. A degree in public administration or its equivalent and/or four 

years of experience in municipal administration, or if in some other way the person 

qualifies and it meets with the approval of the Council. 

 

Subd. 6. Appointment. The Clerk Administrator is hired by a majority of the Council for 

an indefinite term, removal only by a majority of the Council. 

 



      SEC. 2.10. INTERIM EMERGENCY SUCCESSION.  
 

Subd. 1. Purpose. Due to the existing possibility of a nuclear attack or a natural disaster 

requiring a declaration of a state of emergency, it is found urgent and necessary to insure 

the continuity of duly elected and lawful leadership of the City to provide for the 

continuity of the government and the emergency interim succession of key governmental 

officials by providing a method for temporary emergency appointments to their offices. 

 

Subd. 2. Succession to Local Offices. In the event of a nuclear attack upon the United 

States or a natural disaster affecting the vicinity of the City, the Mayor, Council and 

Clerk Administrator shall be forthwith notified by any one of said persons and by any 

means available to gather at the City Hall. In the event that safety or convenience dictate, 

an alternative place of meeting may be designated. Those gathered shall proceed as 

follows: 

 

A.   By majority vote of those persons present, regardless of number, they shall elect a 

Chairman and Secretary to preside and keep minutes, respectively. 

 

B.   They shall review and record the specific facts relating to the nuclear attack or 

natural disaster and injuries to persons or damage to property already done, or the 

imminence thereof. 

 

C.  They may, based on such facts, declare a state of emergency. 

 

D.   By majority vote of those persons present, regardless of number, they shall fill all 

positions on the Council, (including the office of Mayor) of those persons upon 

whom notice could not be served or who are unable to be present.          

 

E.   Such interim successors shall serve until such time as the duly elected official is 

again available and returns to his position, or the state of emergency has passed 

and a successor is designated and qualifies as required by law, whichever shall 

occur first. 

                                                  

Subd. 3. Duties of the Interim Emergency Council. The Interim Emergency Council 

shall exercise the powers and duties of their offices, and appoint other key government 

officials to serve during the emergency. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 
 

SEC. 2.11. SALARIES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL  

 

Members:  Salaries of the Mayor and Council are hereby fixed as follows, which 

amounts are deemed reasonable: 

 

Subd. 1.  The annual salary of the Mayor shall be $3,600. 

 

Subd. 2.  The annual salary of each member of the Council (other than the Mayor) shall 



be $3,000. 

 

Subd. 3. The salary of each member of the Council for a Regular or Special Meeting 

shall be $60. 

 

Subd. 4. The salary of each member of the Council for each meeting they attend as a 

representative of the Council shall be $60 per meeting. These meetings shall include, but 

are not limited to, attendance as an ex officio member of any standing committee or 

board of the City, attendance at intergovernmental meetings, attendance at training or 

informational meetings, and attendance at neighborhood or development meetings. 

 

Subd. 5. The salary of each member of the Council for attendance at Council Strategic 

Planning Retreats or other all-day meeting shall be $300 per meeting. 

 

Subd. 6. The salaries provided for herein shall be effective January 1, 2007. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 84, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  07-25-2006 
 

 SEC. 2.12. WORKER'S COMPENSATION.  

 

Subd. 1. Contractors. The City shall not enter into any contract for doing public work 

before receiving from all other contracting parties acceptable evidence of compliance 

with the worker's compensation insurance coverage requirement of Minnesota Statutes. 

 

Subd. 2. City Officers. All officers of the City elected or appointed for a regular term of 

office or to complete the unexpired portion of any such regular term shall be included in 

the definition of "employee" as defined in Minnesota Statutes relating to coverage for 

purposes of worker's compensation entitlement. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

SEC. 2.13. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  

 

Subd. 1. Statute Adopted. The "Minnesota Emergency Management Act of 1996", 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 12, insofar as it relates to cities, is hereby adopted by 

reference as part of this Section, as fully as if set forth explicitly herein. 

 

Subd. 2. Establishment of an Emergency Management Agency. There is hereby 

created within the City government an Emergency Management Agency, which shall be 

under the supervision of a Director to be appointed forthwith by the Mayor. The Director 

shall have direct responsibility for the organization, administration and operation of said 

Emergency Management Agency, subject to the overall direction and control of the 

Council. 

 

Subd. 3. Emergency Preparedness Plan. The Council may, by resolution, adopt, from 

time-to-time amend, or repeal an emergency preparedness plan for the City. 



 

Source:  Ordinance No. 39, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 12-9-1998 

 

 (Sections 2.14 through 2.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 

 SEC. 2.20. DEPARTMENTS GENERALLY.  

 

Subd. 1. Control.  All Departments of the City are under the overall control of the 

Council. Heads of all Departments are responsible to the Council and subject to its 

supervision and direction, except as otherwise provided herein. 

 

Subd. 2. Appointment. All Department Heads and employees shall be appointed by the 

Council. All appointments shall be for an indeterminate term and subject to any 

applicable Civil Service Regulations in effect in the City. 
 

Subd. 3. Compensation. All wages and salaries shall be fixed and determined by the 

Council. 

 

SEC. 2.21. FIRE DEPARTMENT.  

 

Subd. 1. Establishment. There is hereby established a Volunteer Fire Department 

consisting of a Chief, an Assistant Chief, a Fire Marshal, Second Assistant Chief, 

Secretary/Treasurer, Training Officer, and not less than ten (l0) nor more than 

twenty- five (25) firemen. 

 

Subd. 2. Appointment of Fire Chief. The Fire Chief shall be elected by the Fire 

Department members, shall be approved by, and be responsible to the Council. 

 

Subd. 3. Duties of Chief. The Fire Chief shall be the administrative head of the Fire 

Department.  In such position, it shall be his duty to: 
 

A.   Control Apparatus. Have control of all firefighting apparatus and equipment and 

be solely responsible for its care and condition. 

 

B.   Prepare Budget. Prepare and submit with the Clerk Administrator by August l of 

each year, the annual preliminary budget for the Fire Department program. 

 

C.  Prepare Long-Range Plans. Prepare projections describing what the Fire 

Department should accomplish during periods of l, 5 and l0 years.  These reports 

shall be adjusted as frequently as changing conditions dictate and shall include 

predicted annual budget requests for men and equipment as well as capital 

expenditures. 

 

D.   Reports.  Make reports to the Council or to the public as directed by the Council. 

 

E.   Control Assignments. Control work assignments so as to properly utilize the 



working forces of the Department. 

 

F.   Training.  Insure the proper training of the members of the Fire Department.  At 

least one (l) meeting of the Fire Department members and at least one (l) drill per 

month shall be held. Such meetings and drills may be held on the same night if 

sufficient time is allocated for each. Records shall be kept of the names and the 

number of the firemen present at each meeting or drill, what each drill consists of, 

and any other pertinent information deemed necessary by the Council or the State 

Fire Marshal. 

 

G.   Ancillary Functions. To perform such other functions as are necessary to 

properly administer the Fire Department. 

 

Subd. 4. First Assistant Chief. In the absence or disability of the Fire Chief, the First 

Assistant Chief shall perform all the functions and exercise all the authority of the Chief.  

In the absence of the First Assistant Chief the Second Assistant Chief shall perform all 

the functions and exercise all the authority of the Chief. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Personnel. 
 

A.   Appointment and Promotion. All appointments to and promotions within the 

Fire Department shall be made on the basis of merit and ability, and all members 

of the Fire Department shall be qualified to perform their administrative and 

firefighting duties. The Fire Chief shall prepare departmental regulations on 

personnel standards and procedures, if such are necessary, to accomplish these 

objectives. The Fire Chief shall recommend appointment, promotion, suspension 

or removal of the members of the Fire Department, subject to the confirmation or 

approval of the Council. 

 

B.   Qualifications. The firemen shall be able-bodied and not less than eighteen (l8) 

years of age. 

 

C. Physical Examination. Each candidate, before he may become a probationary 

fireman, shall undergo a thorough physical examination by a licensed doctor of 

medicine and submit such doctor's written report thereof with his application for 

membership in the Department. Such report shall contain a statement whether or 

not, in such doctor's opinion, there is any evidence of myocarditis, coronary 

sclerosis, or pneumonia or its sequel in the candidate at the time of his 

examination. Such report shall be retained and permanently kept in the files of the 

Fire Department. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

D. Probationary Period. Each candidate shall serve a probationary period of one (1) 

year plus completion of the Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) physical. 

Completion of the Firefighter's I Course must be completed within two (2) years 

of the date of appointment. 



 

Source:  Ordinance No. 5, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  11-21-1990 

 

E.   Present Members. Persons who are members of the Fire Department on the 

effective date of this Subparagraph shall not be required to serve a probationary 

period before receiving a fireman's rating. 

 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 159 

Effective Date:  2-23-1984 

 

F. Loss of Membership. To be in and remain in good standing in the Fire 

Department, each officer, member or probationary member shall attend at least 

75% of the monthly meetings and at least 75% of the monthly drills held in any 

one year. In addition, any officer, member or probationary member shall not be 

absent from three (3) consecutive drills or meetings. The failure to so attend shall 

be deemed sufficient cause for removal of the member from the Fire Department. 

 

Subd. 6. Fire Marshal. The responsibilities of this office shall rest with the Fire Chief.  

He may perform the following duties himself or delegate them to a subordinate.  It shall 

be his duty to: 

 

A.   Enforce Ordinances. Enforce ordinances or other laws directed toward fire 

prevention. 

 

B.   Inspect Premises. Inspect, or cause to be inspected, all premises and cause the 

abatement or removal of all fire hazards. Pursuant to such duty to cause to be 

inspected all premises he shall have the authority to obtain search warrants if such 

are necessary to accomplish the inspection; provided, that the applicable 

Constitutional requirements relating to the procurement of such search warrants in 

effect at the time of the inspections are met. 

 

C.  Investigate Fires. Investigate, or cause to be investigated, the cause, origin, and 

circumstances of each fire occurring within the City by which property has been 

destroyed or damaged when destruction or damage exceeds $l00.00 except that all 

fires of unknown origin shall be investigated; and, he shall especially make 

investigation as to whether the fire was the result of carelessness, accident or 

design. All investigations shall begin within at least two (2) days of the occurrence 

of the fire. 

 

D.    Make Reports. Make such reports as may, from time to time, be required by the 

State Fire Marshal or the Council. 
 

Subd. 7. Relief Association. The members and officers of the Fire Department may 

organize themselves into a relief organization.  Before any benefits provided from the 

Special Fund of such association are or become effective they must first be ratified by the 

Council. Similarly, any by-law or articles of incorporation changes which affect the 



original benefits paid from the Special Fund shall not be effective nor remain effective 

until ratified by the Council. 

 

Subd. 8. Interference With Department. It is unlawful for any person to give or make, 

or cause to be given or made, an alarm of fire without probable cause, or to neglect or 

refuse to obey any reasonable order of the Chief at a fire, or to interfere with the 

Department in the discharge of its duties. 
 

Subd. 9. Charge for Service 

 

A. Definitions 

a) ñFire Serviceò means any deployment of fire fighting personnel and/or 

equipment to extinguish a fire or perform any preventative measure in an 

effort to protect equipment, life, or property in an area threatened by fire. 

It also includes the deployment of fire fighting personnel and/or 

equipment to provide fire suppression, rescue, extrication, and any other 

services related to fire and rescue as may occasionally occur. 

b) ñFire Service Chargeò means the charge imposed by the City for receiving 

fire service. 

c) ñMotor Vehicleò means any self-propelled vehicle designed and originally 

manufactured to operate primarily upon public roads and highways, and 

not operated exclusively upon railroad tracks. It includes semi trailers. It 

does not include snowmobiles, manufactured homes, all terrain vehicles, 

or park trailers. 

d) ñFire Protection Contractò means a contract between the City and a town 

or other city for the City to provide fire service. 

e) ñMutual Aid Agreementò means an agreement between the City and a 

town or other city for the Cityôs fire department to provide assistance to 

the fire department of a town of other city. 

f) ñFalse alarmò means the inadvertent or incorrect activation of an 

automated fire alarm system that triggers an automatic response request at 

the Dodge County Dispatch office. This activation shall be made by an 

automated sensor. 

g) ñFalse fire callò means a telephone call to the Dodge County Dispatch, 

made by person and not a mechanical alarm system, requesting fire 

department assistance in a circumstance where it is determined that no 

assistance was required. False fire calls shall also include manually 

triggering an automated fire alarm system to generate a response request 

at the Dodge County Dispatch office. 

B. Parties Affected 

a) Owners of property within the City who receive fire service. 

b) Anyone who receives fire service as a result of a motor vehicle accident or 

fire within the City or towns in which the City provides fire services 

pursuant to a fire protection contract. 

c) Owners of property in towns or Cities to which the City provides fire 

service pursuant to a fire protection contract. 

C. Rates 

a) $500 for first 3 hours of a house, grass, structure, or other fire calls. 



b) $150 per hour for each hour after three hours of a house, grass, structure, 

or other fire call. 

c) $500 for extrication calls. 

d) $250 for Ambulance Assist calls. 

e) $100 for gasoline cleanup calls. 

f) $250 for all other responses. 

g) All other costs incurred by the fire department in retaining a third party to 

assist in a response shall be billed at cost. This shall include, but is not 

limited to, backhoes to assist in providing building access, construction 

devices to shore up a wall, or any other work performed as part of a call 

response. 

D. Billing and Collection 

a) Parties requesting and receiving fire services may be billed directly by the 

City. Additionally, if the party receiving fire services did not request 

services but a fire or other situation exists in which, at the discretion of the 

fire department personnel in charge requires fire service, the party will be 

charged and billed. All parties will be billed whether or not the fire service 

is covered by insurance. Any billable amount of the fire charge not 

covered by a partyôs insurance remains a debt of the party receiving the 

fire service. 

b) All bills shall be issued by the City within 30 days of the date of the 

provision of fire service. 

c) Parties billed for fire service will have 60 days to pay. If the fire service 

charge is not paid by that time, it will be considered delinquent and the 

City will send a notice of delinquency. 

d) If the fire service charge remains unpaid for 30 days after this notice of 

delinquency is sent, the City will use all practical and reasonable legal 

means to collect the fire service charge. The party receiving fire service 

shall be liable for all collection costs incurred by the City including, but 

not limited to, reasonable attorney fees and court costs. 

e) If the fire service charge remains unpaid for 30 days after the notice of 

delinquency is sent, the City Council may also, on or before October 15 of 

each year, certify the unpaid fire service charge to the county auditor of 

the county in which the recipient of the services owns real property for 

collection with property taxes. The county auditor is responsible for 

remitting to the city all charges collected on behalf of the city. The City 

must give the property owner notice of its intent to certify the unpaid fire 

service charge by September 15. 

f) False alarms will be billed based upon a ñthree-strikesò policy where the 

first two false alarms in any 30-day period shall not be billed. After the 

second false alarm within 30 days, any false alarm within 30 days of a last 

false alarm shall be billed. 

g) False fire calls shall be billed to the person requesting or receiving the fire 

service. Persons billed for false fire calls may appeal their billing to the 

City Council, provided that the appeal is made prior to the issuance of a 

notice of delinquency. 

E. Mutual Aid Agreement. When the City fire department provides fire service to 

another fire department pursuant to a Mutual Aid Agreement, the billing will be 



determined by the Mutual Aid Agreement. 

F. Application of Collections to Budget. All collected fire service charges will be 

city funds and used to offset the expenses of the City fire department in providing 

fire services. 
 

Source:  Ordinance No. 100, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-2010 
 

 

SEC. 2.22. LEGAL DEPARTMENT.  A Legal Department is hereby established. The 

Council shall appoint a City Attorney, who shall be Head of the Legal Department, together with 

such assistants as may be necessary who shall serve at the pleasure of the Council. The City 

Attorney shall perform such duties as are required of him by law or referred to him by the 

Council.  It shall be the official duty of the City Attorney to act as "Reviser of Ordinances". 

 

SEC. 2.23. PUBLIC WORKS DEPART MENT.  A Public Works Department is hereby 

established. The Head of such Department shall be the Public Works Foreman. The City water, 

sewerage service, streets, parks, swimming pool and airport shall be under the direct supervision 

of the Foreman and he shall be responsible for and have custody of all property of such 

Department. The Foreman shall make and file such reports as may be requested by the Council. 
 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

 (Sections 2.24 through 2.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

     SEC. 2.30. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS GENERALLY.  All Board and 

Commission appointments authorized by ordinance or resolution shall be made by the Mayor, 

and such appointment confirmed prior to expiration of the existing term. The term of each 

appointee shall be established and stated at the time of his appointment, and terms of present 

Board and Commission members may be reestablished and changed so as to give effect to this 

Section. New appointees shall assume office on the first day of the first month following their 

appointment and qualification, or on the first day of the first month following the expiration of 

the prior term and qualification, whichever shall occur last. Provided, however, that all 

appointees to Board and Commissions shall hold office until their successor is appointed and 

qualified. All vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for an expired term, but the 

appointment shall be only for the unexpired term. No appointed Board or Commission member 

shall be an employee of the City, but an ex officio member may be so employed. All appointed 

Board and Commission members shall serve without remuneration, but may be reimbursed for 

out-of-pocket expenses incurred in the performance of their duties when such expenses have 

been authorized by the Council before they were incurred. The Chairman and the Secretary shall 

be chosen from and by the Board or Commission membership annually to serve for one year.  

Provided, however, that no Chairman shall be elected who has not completed at least one year as 

a member of the Board or Commission. Any Board or Commission member may be removed by 

the Council for misfeasance, malfeasance or non-feasance in office and his position filled as any 

other vacancy. Each Board and Commission shall hold its regular meeting at a time established 

and approved by the Council. The Clerk Administrator shall be an ex officio member of all 

Boards and Commissions; provided, that if he is unable to attend a meeting or act in the capacity 



of such membership, he may be represented by his assistant or some person duly authorized by 

him. Except as otherwise provided, this Section shall apply to all Boards and Commissions. 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 

 

SEC. 2.31. PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION.  

 

Subd. 1. Establishment and Composition. A Planning and Zoning Commission is 

hereby established which shall consist of five (5) members. The members of the 

Commission shall be appointed by the Council and shall serve staggered four (4) year 

terms. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 82, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-27-2006 

 

Subd. 2. Officers. The Commission shall elect a chairperson from among its members 

and may create and fill such other offices as it may determine is necessary to conduct 

business. The City Administrator's office shall provide a secretary for the purpose of 

taking minutes. 

 

Subd. 3. Meetings. The Commission shall hold a regular meeting each month and adopt 

rules for the transaction of business along with keeping public records of any resolutions, 

transactions, findings and recommendations of the Commission. 

 

Subd. 4. Duties. The Planning Commission shall provide assistance to the Council and 

the Zoning Administrator in the administration of the Zoning Chapter and the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission shall be advisory in nature. Specifically, 

the Planning Commission shall review, hold public hearings, and make recommendations 

to the Council on all applications for zoning amendments, variances and conditional use 

permits using the criteria set forth in the Zoning Chapter. 

 

SEC. 2.32. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. The Council is hereby designated as the 

Board of Adjustment. The members of such Board of Adjustment may be paid their necessary 

expenses, as determined by the Council, in the conduct of the business of the Board. 

  

Subd. l. Officers, Rules and Meetings. The Board shall annually elect a chairperson and 

vice-chairperson from among its members and shall appoint a secretary, who need not be 

a member of the Board. It shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business and shall 

keep a public record of its transactions, findings and determinations. 

 

 Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. 

 

A.   The Board of Adjustment shall act upon all questions as they may arise in the 

administration of the Zoning Chapter, including the interpretation of zoning maps, 

and it shall hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, 

decision, or determination made by such an administrative official charged with 

enforcing the Zoning Chapter. Such appeal may be taken by any person aggrieved 

or by any officer, department, board of bureau of the City. No use variances (uses 



different than those allowed in the district) shall be issued by the Board of Zoning 

Adjustment. 

 

B.   Hearings by the Board of Adjustment shall be held within such time and upon 

such notice to interested parties as is provided in the Zoning Chapter and its 

adopted rules for the transaction of its business. The Board shall, within a 

reasonable time, make its order deciding the matter and shall serve a copy of such 

order upon the appellant or petitioner by mail. Any party may appear at the 

hearing in person or by agent or attorney. 

 

C.   The Board of Adjustment may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may modify 

the order, requirement, decision, or determination as in its opinion ought to be 

made in the premises. The reasons for the Board's decision shall be stated. 

 

D.   The decision of the Board of Adjustment shall be final, subject only to judicial 

review. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 14, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

SEC. 2.33. AIRPORT BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT.  Codifier's Note: This Board is 

provided for in City Code Chapter 5 entitled "Airport Zoning". 

 

      SEC. 2.34. PARK AND RECREATION BOARD.  

 

Subd. l. Establishment and Composition. A Park and Recreation Board is hereby 

established. The Board shall be composed of five (5) members who shall serve staggered 

four-year terms. In addition, one member from the City administrative staff shall be 

appointed ex-officio. 

 

Subd. 2.  Powers and Duties.   

 

A. The Park and Recreation Board shall have the power and duty to advise, adopt and 

maintain parks and playgrounds, and to recommend expansions and plans for the 

development of the park system to the Council and to establish, operate and maintain 

recreational facilities within areas under its control. 

 

B. It shall be the responsibility of the Park and Recreation Board to study, investigate 

and advise for maintenance, planting, replanting, removal or disposition of boulevard 

trees and park trees. The Committee, when requested, shall consider, investigate, 

make findings, report and recommend on any special matter or question coming 

within their scope of duties. The Committee on special matters or request only shall 

submit findings and recommendations to the Council prior to taking action. In all 

other matters the Committee shall take such action as it deems reasonable for the 

approval of planting, replanting and disposition of boulevard trees and park trees.  

For purposes of this Section, boulevard trees and park trees are as defined in the 

Section of the City Code entitled "Regulation of Trees on Public and Private 

Property". 



 

Source:  Ordinance No. 110, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-9-2012 

 

      SEC. 2.35.  LIBRARY BOARD. 

 

Subd. l. Establishment and Composition. A Library Board composed of seven (7) 

members who shall serve staggered three-year terms, is hereby established.  In addition to 

the membership of this Board, a Council member shall be appointed to serve for one year 

in an ex-officio capacity. 

 

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. The powers and duties of the Library Board shall be those 

set forth in Minnesota Statutes. 

 

     SEC. 2.36. PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY BOARD.  

 

 Subd. l. Establishment and Composition. (Repealed by Ordinance No. 78, 2nd Series, 

adopted 2-22-05.) 

 

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. (Repealed by Ordinance No. 78, 2nd Series, adopted 2-22-

05.) 

 

      SEC. 2.37. FIRE BOARD.  

 

Subd. l. Establishment and Composition.  A Fire Board composed of six (6) members 

who shall serve staggered three-year terms is hereby established.  In addition, the Fire 

Chief shall serve for an indefinite term. 

 

 

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. The Board shall advise the Council in all matters relating 

to fires and fire prevention. 

 

      SEC. 2.38. CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL.  

 

Subd. l. Establishment and Composition. A Citizen Advisory Council composed of 

five (5) members who shall serve staggered three-year terms is hereby established. 

 

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. The Board shall advise the Council in matters relating to 

governmental regulations pertaining to cable communications, assess potential services 

being offered and needs of the community, and make recommendations to the Council in 

franchise matters. 

 

     SEC. 2.39. AMBULANCE COMMISSION.  

 

Subd. 1.  Establishment and Composition.  An Ambulance Commission composed of 

five (5) members is hereby established. Two members shall be residents of the City of 

Dodge Center. One member shall be a resident of the City of Kasson. One member shall 

be a resident of the City of Mantorville. One member shall be a volunteer member of the 



Dodge Center Ambulance Service, either on active service or approved leave of absence.  

Members shall serve staggered four-year terms. A member of the City Council, the 

Clerk-Administrator, and the Ambulance Director shall serve ex-officio. In addition, a 

physician duly licensed to practice medicine in the State of Minnesota may be appointed 

as an ex-officio member. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 135, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  8-8-2016 

 

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. The Commission shall advise the Council of projected 

goals and policies relating to the ambulance service. 

 

      SEC. 2.40. STAR CITY COMMISSION.  

 

Subd. l. Establishment and Composition. A Star City Commission, composed of 

eleven members who shall serve staggered three-year terms, is hereby established.  The 

Commission shall consist of the following:  one Planning Commission member; one 

retail business member; one financial institution member; one Community Education 

member; one Independent School District member; one realtor; one Senior Citizen; one 

Dodge Center Industries member; one representative from the Dodge Center Ministerial 

Association, and two residents of the City at-large. The Clerk Administrator or the 

Economic Development Director and a Council member shall serve as ex-officio 

members of the Commission. 

                    

Subd. 2. Powers and Duties. The Commission shall have the following powers and 

duties: 

 

A.  To confer with and advise the Council and Planning Commission on all matters 

concerning the industrial and commercial development of the City. 

 

B.  To publicize, with the consent of the Council, the industrial and commercial 

advantages and opportunities of the City. 

 

C.  To collect data and information as to the type of industries and commerce best 

suited to the City. 

 

D.   To periodically survey the overall condition of the City from the standpoint of 

determining whether the City has a community climate for industry and to 

determine the general receptiveness of the City of particular types of industry. 

 

E.   To publicize information as to the general advantages of industrial and 

commercial development in a community. 

 

F.   To cooperate with all industries and businesses in the City and in the solution of 

any community problems which they may have, and to encourage the expansion, 

development and management of such industries and businesses so as to promote 

the general welfare of the City. 

 



G.   To cooperate with the Regional Development Commission in the undertaking of 

necessary surveys and studies in the furtherance of commercial and industrial 

development. 

 

H.   To aid the Council and the Planning Commission in the proper zoning and orderly 

development of areas suitable for industrial and commercial development. 

 

I.  To develop, compile, coordinate and publicize information such as, but not limited 

to, the following: 

 

l)   Existing industrial and commercial concerns with the City, their 

addresses, type of business, number of employees and whether each 

serves local, regional or national markets. 

 

2)   Available industrial and commercial sites including number of acres, 

approximate price, existing zoning and proximity to trackage and 

highways. 

 

3)   Available buildings for industrial and commercial operations, including 

type of building, number of square feet, existing zoning and proximity to 

trackage and highways. 

 

4)  Transportation facilities, including railroads, motor carriers, water 

transportation, air transportation and highway facilities. 

                        

5) Electric power available. 

 

6) Water supply facilities. 

 

7) Community facilities such as fire, police and educational. 

 

8) Recreational facilities. 

 

9) Going wage rate in the City for the trades, skilled, and semi-skilled and 

white collar workers. 

 

10) Availability of labor. 

 

11) General community attitude toward industrial and commercial expansion, 

development and attraction. 

 

12) Experience and program of surrounding suburban communities in regards 

to industrial and commercial expansion, development and attraction. 

 

J.   To recommend to the Council and the Planning Commission policies and 

particular actions in regards to industrial and commercial expansion, development 

and attraction. 

 



K.  To cooperate with and use the facilities of the Minnesota Department of Energy 

and Economic Development's Star Cities Program. 

 

L.  To cooperate and coordinate with Dodge Center Industries, the area realtors and 

local lending institutions in defining available property and assembling financing 

packages for commercial and industrial prospects. 

 

M.  The Commission shall have the power to appoint subcommittees of a size and 

nature it may deem necessary and may enlist the aid of persons and/or 

organizations who are not members of the Commission.  The Commission shall 

have no power to make contracts, levy taxes, borrow money or condemn property, 

but shall have the full power and responsibility to investigate the necessity and 

recommend the taking of these and any other actions related to the industrial and 

commercial development by the Council and all other officers of the City 

responsible to formulate the terms of and the procedure for taking such action. 

 

N.  To make a report to the Council of its activities since the last annual report in 

December of each year. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

  

SEC. 2.41.  CITY ARBORIST  

 

A.   Establishment.  The position of City arborist is hereby established who shall be 

appointed by the Council. 

 

B. Duties and Responsibilities.  It shall be the responsibility of the City Arborist to 

study, investigate, counsel, develop and administer a written plan for the care, 

preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, removal or disposition of boulevard 

trees and park trees.  The City Arborist may recommend to the Park and 

Recreation Board and to the Council programs  and activities designed to protect 

trees, shrubs and flowers in the City, promote their planning and in general 

provide for the natural beautification of the City.  Any such programs and 

activities shall be approved by the Council before being implemented.  The City 

Arborist shall have the power to take such reasonable steps as he deems 

appropriate to increase citizen awareness of and involvement in the programs and 

objectives and may recommend to the Council such action as he deems 

appropriate to accomplish this purpose. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 110, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-9-2012 

 

SEC. 2.42.  AIRPORT ZONING BOARD. 

 

Subd. l.  Establishment and Composition.  An Airport Zoning Board composed of five 

(5) members who shall serve staggered four-year terms is hereby established. 

 



Subd. 2.  Powers and Duties.  The Board shall advise the Council in matters relating to 

the development, review and analysis of planning programs and development proposals 

pertaining to the airport, and make recommendations to the Council of certain actions to 

be taken by the Council. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 23, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-22-1993 

 

 (Sections 2.43 through 2.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

      SEC. 2.50.  DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES, UNCLAIMED 

PROPERTY AND EXCESS PROPERTY. 

 

Subd. 1.  Disposal of Abandoned Motor Vehicles. 

 

A.   Definitions. 

 

1)   The term "abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169, that has remained for a period of more 

than forty-eight hours on public property illegally or lacking vital 

component parts, or has remained for a period of more than forty-eight 

hours on private property without the consent of the person in control of 

such property, or in an inoperable condition such that it has no substantial 

potential further use consistent with its usual function unless it is kept in 

an enclosed garage or storage building.  It shall also mean a motor vehicle 

voluntarily surrendered by its owner to and accepted by the City.  A 

classic car or pioneer car, as defined in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 168, 

shall not be considered an abandoned motor vehicle within the meaning of 

this Section. Vehicles on the premises of junk yards or automobile 

graveyards, which are licensed and maintained in accordance with the 

City Code, shall not be considered abandoned motor vehicles within the 

meaning of this Section. 

 

2)   The term "junk vehicle" means a vehicle that is three years old or older; is 

extensively damaged, with the damage including such things as broken or 

missing wheels, motor, drive train, or transmission, is apparently 

inoperable; does not have a valid, current registration plate; and has an 

approximate fair market value equal only to the approximate value of the 

scrap in it. 

 

3)   The term "unauthorized vehicle" means a vehicle that is subject to 

removal and impoundment pursuant to Minnesota Statutes but is not a 

junk vehicle or abandoned vehicle. 

 

4)   The term "vital component parts" means those parts of a motor vehicle 

that are essential to the mechanical functioning of the vehicle, including, 

but not limited to, the motor, drive train and wheels. 

 



B.  Custody.  The City may take into custody and impound any abandoned or junk 

motor vehicle, or any unauthorized vehicle as provided by statute. 

 

C.   Sale; Waiting Periods. 

 

1)  An impounded vehicle is eligible for disposal or sale 15 days after notice 

to the owner if the vehicle is determined to be a junk vehicle, except that it 

may have a valid, current registration plate and still be eligible for 

disposal or sale; or an abandoned motor vehicle. 

  

2) An impounded vehicle is eligible for disposal or sale 45 days after notice 

to the owner if the vehicle is determined to be an unauthorized vehicle. 

 

 D.   Notice. 

 

1)   When an impounded vehicle is taken into custody, the City or impound lot 

operator shall give notice of the taking within 5 days.  The notice shall set 

forth the date and place of the taking, the year, make, model and serial 

number of the abandoned motor vehicle, if such information can be 

reasonably obtained, and the place where the vehicle is being held, shall 

inform the owner and any lien holders of their right to reclaim the vehicle 

under Subparagraph E of this Subdivision, and shall state that failure of 

the owner or lien holder to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle and 

contents within the appropriate time allowed under statute shall be 

deemed a waiver by them of all rights, title and interest in the vehicle and 

a consent to the transfer of title to and disposal or sale of the vehicle and 

contents pursuant to Subparagraph F of this Subdivision. 

 

2)  The notice shall be sent by mail to the registered owner, if any, of the 

impounded motor vehicle and to all readily identifiable lien holders of 

record.  This information shall be made available to impound lot operators 

for notification purposes.  If it is impossible to determine with reasonable 

certainty the identity and address of the registered owner and all lien 

holders, the notice shall be published once in the official newspaper where 

the motor vehicle was towed from or abandoned.  Published notices may 

be grouped together for convenience and economy.  If an unauthorized 

vehicle remains unclaimed after 30 days from the date the notice was sent, 

a second notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to 

the registered owner, if any, of the unauthorized vehicle and to all readily 

identifiable lien holders of record. 

 

E.   Right to Reclaim. 

 

1)  The owner or any lien holder of an impounded motor vehicle shall have 

the right to reclaim such vehicle from the City or impound lot upon 

payment of all towing and storage charges resulting from taking the 

vehicle into custody within 15 or 45 days as applicable under this Section 

after the date of the notice required by this Section. 



 

2)   Nothing in this Subdivision shall be construed to impair any lien of a 

garage keeper under the laws of this State, or the right of the lien holder to 

foreclose. For the purposes of this Subparagraph E "garage keeper" is an 

operator of a parking place or establishment, an operator of a motor 

vehicle storage facility, or an operator of an establishment for the 

servicing, repair or maintenance of motor vehicles. 

 

 F.   Auction or Sale. 

 

1)  An abandoned or unauthorized motor vehicle and contents taken into 

custody by the City or any impound lot and not reclaimed under 

Subparagraph E of this Subdivision may be disposed of or sold at auction 

or sale when eligible pursuant to Subparagraph E.  The purchaser shall be 

given a receipt in a form prescribed by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles 

which shall be sufficient title to dispose of the vehicle.  The receipt shall 

also entitle the purchaser to register the vehicle and receive a certificate of 

title, free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership.  Before such a 

vehicle is issued a new certificate of title, it must receive a motor vehicle 

safety check. 

 

2)   From the proceeds of the sale of an abandoned or unauthorized motor 

vehicle by the City or public impound lot, the City shall reimburse itself 

for the cost of towing, preserving and storing the vehicle, and all 

administrative, notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to this 

Subdivision.  Any remainder from the proceeds of a sale shall be held for 

the owner of the vehicle or entitled lien holder for 90 days and then shall 

be deposited in the General Fund of the City. 

 

3)  The operator of a nonpublic impound lot may retain any proceeds from a 

sale derived from a sale conducted under the authority of this Section.  

The operator may retain all proceeds from the sale of any personal 

belongings and contents in the vehicle that were not claimed by the owner 

or the owner's agent before the sale; except that any suspected contraband 

or other items that likely would be subject to forfeiture in a criminal trial 

must be turned over to the appropriate law enforcement agency. 

 

G.   Operator's Deficiency Claim. The nonpublic impound lot operator has a 

deficiency claim against the registered owner of the vehicle for the reasonable 

costs of services provided in the towing, storage and inspection of the vehicle 

minus the proceeds of the sale or auction.  The claim for storage costs may not 

exceed the cost of 25 days storage for an abandoned or junk vehicle and 55 days 

storage for a vehicle determined to be an unauthorized vehicle. 

 

H.  Disposal of Vehicles.  Where no bid has been received for an abandoned or junk 

motor vehicle, the City may dispose of it in accordance with this Subdivision. 

 

 I.    Contracts and Disposal. 



 

1)  The City may contract with any qualified person for collection, storage, 

incineration, volume reduction, transportation or other services necessary 

to prepare abandoned motor vehicles and other scrap metal for recycling 

or other methods of disposal. 

 

2)   Where the City enters into a contract with a person duly licensed by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the Agency shall review the 

contract to determine whether it conforms to the Agency's plan for solid 

waste disposal.  A contract that does so conform may be approved by the 

Agency.  Where a contract has been approved, the Agency may reimburse 

the City for the costs incurred under the contract which have not been 

reimbursed. 

 

3)   If the City utilizes its own equipment and personnel for disposal of the 

abandoned motor vehicle, it shall be entitled to reimbursement for the cost 

thereof along with its other costs as herein provided. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Disposal of Unclaimed Property 

 

A.   Definition.  The term "abandoned property" means tangible or intangible property 

that has lawfully come into the possession of the City in the course of municipal 

operations, remains unclaimed by the owner, and has been in the possession of the 

City for at least sixty days and has been declared such by a resolution of the 

Council. 

 

B.   Preliminary Notice.  If the Clerk Administrator knows the identity and 

whereabouts of the owner, he/she shall serve written notice upon him/her at least 

thirty days prior to a declaration of abandonment by the Council.  If the City 

acquired possession from a prior holder, the identity and whereabouts of whom 

are known by the Clerk Administrator notice shall also be served upon him/her. 

Such notice shall describe the property and state that unless it is claimed and proof 

of ownership, or entitlement to possession established, the matter of declaring it 

abandoned property will be brought to the attention of the Council after the 

expiration of thirty days from the date of such notice. 

 

C.   Notice and Sale. Upon adoption of a resolution declaring certain property to be 

abandoned property, the Clerk Administrator shall publish a notice thereof 

describing the same, together with the names (if known) and addresses (if known) 

of prior owners and holders thereof, and including a brief description of such 

property.  The text of such notice shall also state the time, place and manner of 

sale of all such property, except cash and negotiables.  Such notice shall be 

published once in a legal newspaper at least 10 days prior to the sale.  Sale shall 

be made to the highest bidder at public auction or sale or by a nonprofit 

organization with a significant mission of community service in a private sale in 

the manner authorized by statute. 

 

D.   Funds and Claims Thereon.  Expenses shall be paid from the proceeds of the 



sale; the balance of the proceeds shall be paid into the General Fund of the City if 

the property was disposed of by a public auction or sale; or in the case of a private 

sale, to the nonprofit organization authorized to conduct said sale.  The former 

owner, if he/she makes claim within six months from the date of publication of the 

notice herein provided, and upon application and satisfactory proof of ownership, 

may be paid the amount of cash or negotiables or, in the case of property sold, the 

amount received therefore, less a pro rata share of the expenses of storage, 

publication of notice, and sale expenses, but without interest. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 39, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-9-1998 

 

Subd. 3. 

 

A.   Declaration of Surplus and Authorizing Sale of Property. The Clerk 

Administrator may, from time to time, recommend to the Council that certain 

personal property (chattels) owned by the City is no longer needed for a municipal 

purpose and should be sold.  By action of the Council, said property shall be 

declared surplus, the value estimated and the Clerk Administrator authorized to 

dispose of said property in the manner stated herein.   

 

B.   Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value of Less than $l,000.00. The 

Clerk Administrator may sell surplus property with a total value of less than 

$l,000.00 through negotiated sale or sealed bids. 

 

C.  Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value of Greater Than or Equal to 

$1,000.00 and Less Than $100,000.00. The City Council shall determine to 

either sell this property using sealed bids or by a price fixed by the City Council.  

 

1) If sealed bids are selected by the Council, notice of such public sale shall 

be given, stating time and place for the submittal of bids, stating the terms 

and conditions of the sale and generally describing the property to be sold, 

at least ten days prior to the date of sale either by publication once in the 

official newspaper, or by posting in a conspicuous place in the City Hall at 

the Clerk Administrator's option.  

 

2) If a price is fixed by the Council, the surplus property may be sold as soon 

as the Council approves such sale. If the property does not sell 

immediately, notice of the sale shall be posted at City Hall and the Public 

Library.  Such notice shall provide a general description and price of the 

property to be sold.  

 

D.   Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value of Greater Than or Equal to 

$100,000.00.  The Clerk Administrator shall offer for public sale via sealed bid, to 

the highest bidder, surplus property with a total estimated value over $100,000.00.  

Notice of such public sale shall be given stating time and place of sale, stating the 

terms and conditions of the sale and generally describing property to be sold at 

least twenty-one (21) days prior to the date of sale by publication once in the 



official newspaper.  Such sale shall be to the person submitting the highest bid. 

 

E.   Receipts From Sales of Surplus Property.  All receipts from sales of surplus 

property under this Section shall be placed in the General Fund. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Persons Who May Not Purchase - Exception. 

 

A.  No employee of the City who is a member of the administrative staff, department 

head, a member of the Council, or an advisor serving the City in a professional 

capacity, may be a purchaser of property under this Section. Other City employees 

may be purchasers if they are not directly involved in the sale, if they are the 

highest responsible bidder, and if at least one week's published or posted notice of 

sale is given. 

 

B.   It is unlawful for any person to be a purchaser of property under this Section if 

such purchase is prohibited by the terms of this Section.ò 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 101, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  09-12-2011 

 

SEC. 2.5l.  PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS.  The Council may, by 

resolution, establish personnel rules setting forth the rights, duties and responsibilities of 

employees.  Such rules may from time-to-time be amended. 

 

SEC. 2.52.  FRANCHISES. 

 

Subd. l.  Definition.  The term "franchise" as used in this Section shall be construed to 

mean any special privileges granted to any person in, over, upon, or under any of the 

streets or public places of the City, whether such privilege has heretofore been granted by 

it or by the State of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be granted by the City or by the State of 

Minnesota. 

 

Subd. 2.  Franchise Ordinances.  The Council may grant franchises by ordinance.  

Franchise rights shall always be subject to the superior right of the public to the use of 

streets and public places.  All persons desiring to make any burdensome use of the streets 

or public places, inconsistent with the public's right in such places, or desiring the 

privilege of placing in, over, upon, or under any street or public place any permanent or 

semi- permanent fixtures for the purpose of constructing or operating railways, 

telegraphing, or transmitting electricity, or transporting by pneumatic tubes, or for 

furnishing to the City or its inhabitants or any portion thereof, transportation facilities, 

water, light, heat, power, gas, or any other such utility, or for any other purpose, shall be 

required to obtain a franchise before proceeding to make such use of the streets or public 

places or before proceeding to place such fixtures in such places. 

 

Subd. 3.  Power of Regulation Reserved.  The City shall have the right and power to 

regulate and control the exercise by any person, of any franchise however acquired, and 

whether such franchise has been heretofore granted by it or by the State of Minnesota. 

 



Subd. 4.  Conditions in Every Franchise.  All conditions specified in this Section shall 

be a part of every franchise even though they may not be expressly contained in the 

franchise: 

 

A.   That the grantee shall be subject to and will perform on its part all the terms of this 

Section and will comply with all pertinent provisions of the City Code, as the 

same may from time to time be amended. 

 

B.   That the grantee shall in no case claim or pretend to exercise any power to fix 

fares, rates, and charges; but that such fares, rates, and charges shall at all times be 

just, fair and reasonable for the services rendered and shall in all cases be fixed 

and from time to time changed, unless regulated by an agency of the State of 

Minnesota, in the manner following: 

 

l)   A reasonable rate shall be construed to be one which will, with efficient 

management, normally yield above all operating expenses and 

depreciation, a fair return upon all money invested. 

 

2)   If possible, maximum rates and charges shall be arrived at by direct 

negotiation with the Council. 

 

3)   If direct negotiations fail to produce agreement, the Council shall, not less 

than thirty days before the expiration of any existing rate schedule or 

agreement, appoint an expert as its representative, the franchisee shall 

likewise appoint an expert as its representative and the two of them shall 

appoint a third person, preferably an expert, and the three of them shall 

constitute a board of arbitration.  The board shall report its findings as 

soon as possible and the rates and charges it shall agree upon by majority 

vote shall be legal and binding, subject only to review by a court of 

competent jurisdiction upon application of one of the parties. 

 

C.   That the Council shall have the right to require reasonable extensions of any 

public service system from time to time, and to make such rules and regulations as 

may be required to secure adequate and proper service and to provide sufficient 

accommodations for the public. 

 

D.   That the grantee shall not issue any capital stock on account of the franchise or the 

value thereof, and that the grantee shall have no right to receive upon 

condemnation proceedings brought by the City to acquire the public utility 

exercising such franchise, any return on account of the franchise or its value. 

 

E.   That no sale or lease of said franchise shall be effective until the assignee or lessee 

shall have filed with the City an instrument, duly executed, reciting the facts of 

such sale or lease, accepting the terms of the franchise, and agreeing to perform all 

the conditions required of the grantee thereunder. 

 

F.   That every grant in said franchise contained of permission for the erection of 

poles, masts, or other fixtures in the streets and for the attachment of wires thereto, 



or for the laying of tracks in, or of pipes or conduits under the streets or public 

places, or for the placing in the streets or other public places of any permanent or 

semi-permanent fixtures whatsoever, shall be subject to the conditions that the 

Council shall have the power to require such alterations therein, or relocation or 

rerouting thereof, as the Council may at any time deem necessary for the safety, 

health, or convenience of the public, and particularly that it shall have the power 

to require the removal of poles, masts, and other fixtures bearing wires and the 

placing underground of all facilities for whatsoever purpose used. 

 

G.   Every franchise shall contain a provision granting the City the right to acquire the 

same in accordance with statute. 

 

H.   That the franchisee may be obligated by the City to pay the City fees to raise 

revenue or defray increased costs accruing as a result of utility operations, or both, 

including, but not limited to, a sum of money based upon gross operating revenues 

or gross earnings from its operations in the City. 

 

Subd. 5.  Further Provisions of Franchises.  The enumeration and specification of 

particular matters which must be included in every franchise or renewal or extension 

thereof, shall not be construed as impairing the right of the City to insert in any such 

franchise or renewal or extension thereof such other and further conditions and 

restrictions as the Council may deem proper to protect the City's interests, nor shall 

anything contained in this Section limit any right or power possessed by the City over 

existing franchises. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 

 

SEC. 2.53.  AIRPORT RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

 

Subd. l.  Purpose.  The City is empowered by Minnesota Statutes § 360.038, Subd. 3, to 

adopt all needful rules, regulations and ordinances for the management, government and 

use of the Dodge Center Municipal Airport, and the purpose of this Section is to provide 

certain regulations for the use of the Dodge Center Municipal Airport. 

 

Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Aircraft"  - Any vehicle designed to fly, guide, float or sail in the air while 

carrying one or more persons including but not limited to airplanes, helicopters, 

hot air balloons, gliders, hand gliders and powered gliders. 
 

 

B.  "Controlled Model Aircraft"  - Any miniature, representation, or imitation of an 

aircraft not capable of carrying one or more persons and operated or controlled by 

radio signal. 

 

C.   "Parachutist"  - Any person who leaps from an aircraft while in flight to descend 



by parachute. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Operator Rules and Regulations. 

 

A.   All persons using the Dodge Center Municipal Airport shall abide by the 

following rules and regulations: 

 

1)   It is unlawful for any person to operate a business at the Dodge Center 

Municipal Airport, or operate out of the Dodge Center Municipal Airport 

as part of their regular business activity without first obtaining a business 

license from the office of the City Administrator as set out in Subd. 4, 

below. 

 

2)  Any person who stores or handles potentially hazardous substances as part 

of their regular business activity at the Dodge Center Municipal Airport 

must provide information to the City Administrator and the Fire Chief 

which includes identification of the general location of the materials, type 

of hazard, and a copy of the personôs contingency plan for response to 

incidents. 

 

3)   It is unlawful for any person, unless covered by a lease, to clean or wash 

aircraft at the Dodge Center Municipal Airport. 

 

4)   All pilots shall use standard patterns on take off and landing. 

 

5)   All pilots shall be responsible for any damage to the airport property and 

buildings resulting from their operation. 

 

6)  All pilots must give right of way to incoming aircraft. 

 

7)  Incidents involving potentially hazardous substances must be reported 

immediately.  Such incidents shall be reported to the State Duty Officer as 

well as the office of the City Administrator. 

 

B.   All operators of aircraft while using the Dodge Center Municipal Airport shall 

operate in accordance with State and Federal regulations regarding licensing and 

insurance requirements. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Airport Business License. 

 

A.  All persons operating a business at the Dodge Center Municipal Airport or who 

operate out of the Dodge Center Municipal Airport as part of their regular 

business activity, must first apply for a business license from the office of the City 

Administrator.  Such applications shall include the following: 

 

 1)   Name and address of the operator. 

  

2)  Name and address of the owner(s) of the operation and principal contact 



person. 

 

3)   Evidence of the possession of licenses or permits required under Federal 

or State law for the legal operation of the business. 

 

4)   A certificate of insurance to the City evidencing liability insurance 

coverage for the operation in an amount set by the Council. 

 

5)   Payment of the annual Airport Business License fee in an amount set by 

resolution of the Council, payable to the City at the office of the City 

Administrator. 

 

B.  The operator shall give 48 hours notice to the City Administrator previous to the 

operator vacating the site of the operation. 

 

C.   All persons operating a business at the Dodge Center Municipal Airport or 

operating out of the Dodge Center Municipal Airport as part of their regular 

business activity shall comply with all Federal and State laws, rules and 

regulations.  Failure to do so may result in the suspension or revocation of the 

Airport Business License as well as other penalties as set forth in the City Code. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 33, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 4-8-1997 

 

 (Sections 2.54 through 2.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 2.60.  CITY ELECTION. 

 

Subd. l.  Date of Election.  The regular City election shall be held biennially on the first 

Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every even-numbered year beginning 

with the l974 election. 

 

Subd. 2.  Extension of Terms of Council Members.  The terms of the Mayor and 

Councilman whose current terms will expire on the first business day of January, l976, 

are extended to the first business day of January, l977, and those offices shall be filled at 

the l976 election. 

 

Subd. 3.  Terms and Transition.  Two Council members shall be elected for four-year 

terms at each biennial election commencing in l978.  One Councilman shall be elected 

for a four- year term at the l974 City election.  Of the three Councilmen to be elected at 

the l976 election, the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall serve for 

terms of four years and the one receiving the third highest number of votes shall serve for 

a term of two years.  The Mayor shall be elected for a two-year term at each such election 

commencing in l976. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l05 

Effective Date:  9-l-1974 

 



 (Sections 2.6l through 2.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 2.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.   Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 

or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 

and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 

in specific provisions hereof. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 
 

 



CHAPTER 3 

 

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES - RULES AND 

REGULATIONS, RATES, CHARGES AND COLLECTIONS  

 

 

      SEC. 3.01.  DEFINITIONS.   As used in this Chapter, the following words and terms 

shall have the meanings stated: 

 

 l.   "Utility"  means all utility services, whether the same be public City-owned 

facilities or furnished by public utility companies. 

 

 2.   "Municipal Utility"  means any City-owned utility system, including, but not by 

way of limitation, water and sewerage service. 

 

 3.   "Company" , "Grantee" , and "Franchisee" mean any public utility system to 

which a franchise has been granted by the City. 

 

 4.   "Consumer"  and "Customer"  mean any user of a utility. 

 

 5.   "Service"  means providing a particular utility to a customer or consumer. 
 

     SEC. 3.02.  FIXING RATES AND CHARGES FOR MUNICIPAL UTILITIES.  All 

rates and charges for municipal utilities, including, but not by way of limitation, rates for service, 

permit fees, deposit, connection and meter testing fees, disconnection fees, reconnection fees 

including penalties for non-payment if any, shall be fixed, determined and amended by the 

Council and adopted by resolution.  Such resolution, containing the effective date thereof, shall 

be kept on file and open to inspection in the office of the Clerk Administrator and shall be 

uniformly enforced.  For the purpose of fixing such rates and charges, the Council may 

categorize and classify under the various types of service, provided, that such categorization and 

classification shall be included in the resolution authorized by this Section. 
 

     SEC. 3.03.  FIXING RATES AND CHARGES FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES.   All rates 

and charges for public utility franchisees, not regulated by an agency of the State, shall be fixed 

and determined by the Council and adopted by ordinance.  Such ordinances shall be listed and 

referred to in Chapter 20 of the City Code.  Public utility company rates and charges may be 

fixed and determined by the respective franchisees in compliance with this Section, as follows: 

 

      Subd. l.  No rate or charge involving an increase thereof shall become effective until 

approved by the Council.  To request such increase the franchisee shall prepare its written 

petition setting forth the then current and proposed rates and charges, the effective date of 

the proposed increases (which may not be within ninety (90) days of filing the petition), 

and the reason or reasons necessitating the proposed increase or increases.  Such petition 

shall be filed with the Council by serving the same on the Clerk Administrator in person 

or by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 

     Subd. 2.  Within thirty days of such filing the Council shall adopt a resolution and serve 

the same upon the resident superintendent of the franchisee in like manner as the petition 



may be served either approving the proposed increases or ordering a hearing thereon to 

be held within sixty days thereof.  If no such action is taken by the Council, such increase 

or increases shall take effect on the date stated in the franchisee's petition as though 

approved by the Council. 

 

      Subd. 3.  Prior to the hearing date, the franchisee shall, without delay, comply with the 

City's reasonable requests for examination and copying of all books, records, documents 

and other information, relating to the subject matter of the petition.  Should the franchisee 

unreasonably delay, fail or refuse such requests, the same shall be grounds for a 

continuance of the hearing date. 

 

     Subd. 4.  Notice of hearing shall be in the form and manner stated in the resolution.  At 

the hearing all persons wishing to be heard thereon shall be afforded a reasonable 

opportunity.  Findings and a decision shall be made by the Council within fifteen days 

after the hearing and served upon the franchisee. 

 

      SEC. 3.04.  CONTRACTUAL CONTENTS.  Provisions of this Chapter relating to 

municipal utilities shall constitute portions of the contract between the City and all consumers of 

municipal utility services, and every such consumer shall be deemed to assent to the same. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 
 

     SEC. 3.05. RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO MUNICIPAL 

UTILITIES.  

 

      Subd. 1. Billing, Payment and Delinquency. All municipal utilities shall be billed 

monthly and a utilities statement or statements shall be mailed to each consumer. All 

utilities charges shall be delinquent if they are unpaid within twenty (20) days after the 

date of the bill. Payments received by mail postmarked on or before the twentieth day 

shall be deemed paid within said period. A penalty shall be added to, and become part of, 

all delinquent utility bills. If service is suspended due to delinquency it shall not be 

restored at that location until a reconnection charge has been paid for each utility 

reconnected in addition to amounts owed for service and penalties. 
 

Source:  Ordinance No. 8, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  3-20-1991 

  

     Subd. 2. Application, Connection and Sale of Service. Application for municipal utility 

services shall be made upon forms supplied by the City, and strictly in accordance 

therewith. No connection shall be made until consent has been received from the City to 

make the same. All municipal utilities shall be sold and delivered to consumers under the 

then applicable rate applied to the amount of such utilities taken as metered or ascertained 

in connection with such rates. 

 

     Subd. 3. Discontinuance of Service. All municipal utilities may be shut off or 

discontinued whenever it is found that: 
 



A.  The owner or occupant of the premises served, or any person working on any 

connection with the municipal utility systems, has violated any requirement of the 

City Code relative thereto, or any connection therewith, or, 

 

B.   Any charge for a municipal utility service, or any other financial obligation 

imposed on the present owner or occupant of the premises served, is unpaid after 

due notice thereof, or, 

 

C.  There is fraud or misrepresentation by the owner or occupant in connection with 

any application for service or delivery or charges therefore. 

 

Subd. 4. Ownership of Municipal Utilities.  Ownership of all municipal utilities, plants, 

lines, mains, extensions and appurtenances thereto, shall be and remain in the City and no 

person shall own any part or portion thereof. Provided, however, that private facilities 

and appurtenances constructed on private property are not intended to be included in 

municipal ownership. 
 

     Subd. 5. Right of Entry.  By applying for, or receiving, a municipal utility service, a 

customer irrevocably consents and agrees that any City employee acting within the 

course and scope of his employment may enter into and upon the private property of the 

customer, including dwellings and other buildings, at all reasonable times under the 

circumstances, in or upon which private property a municipal utility, or connection 

therewith, is installed, for the purpose of inspecting, repairing, reading meters, connecting 

or disconnecting the municipal utility service. 
 

     Subd. 6. Meter Test. Whenever a consumer shall request the City to test any utility 

meter in use by him, such a request shall be accompanied by a cash deposit for each 

meter to be tested. If any such meter is found to be inaccurate the same shall be replaced 

with an accurate meter and the deposit thereon refunded.  If the meter shall be found to be 

accurate in its recordings or calculations it shall be reinstalled and the deposit shall be 

retained by the City to defray the cost of such test. 

 

 Subd. 7. Unlawful Acts. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to willfully or carelessly break, injure, mar, deface, 

disturb, or in any way interfere with any buildings, attachments, machinery, 

apparatus, equipment, fixture, or appurtenance of any municipal utility or 

municipal utility system, or commit any act tending to obstruct or impair the use 

of any municipal utility. 

 

B. It is unlawful for any person to make any connection with, opening into, use, or 

alter in any way any municipal utility system without first having applied for and 

received written permission to do so from the City. 

 

C. It is unlawful for any person to turn on or connect a utility when the same has 

been turned off or disconnected by the City for non-payment of a bill, or for any 

other reason, without first having obtained a permit to do so from the City. 

 



D. It is unlawful for any person to "jumper" or by any means or device fully or 

partially circumvent a municipal utility meter, or to knowingly use or consume 

unmetered utilities or use the services of any utility system, the use of which the 

proper billing authorities have no knowledge. 

 

Source: City Code 

Effective Date: 6-1-1989 
 

Subd. 8. Municipal Utility Services and Charges a Lien. 

 

A. Fee Owner Responsible. Payment for all municipal utility (as that term is 

defined in City Code, Section 3.01) service and charges shall be the primary 

responsibility of the fee owner of the premises served and shall be billed to such 

owner. 

 

B. Accounts. All municipal utility accounts shall be carried in the name of the fee 

owner of the premises who personally, or by his or her authorized agent not to 

include tenants, applied for such service. 
 

1) If the utility service and charges are for a single metered multi-unit rental 

residential building, the owner of said building shall be the customer of 

record and this responsibility shall not be waived by contract or otherwise. 

 

2) Where the landlord of a single-metered residential building bills for utility 

charges separately from the rent, the following conditions apply: 

 

a. Prospective tenants must be provided notice of the total utility cost 

for the building for each month of the most recent calendar year.  

b. An equitable method of apportionment and the frequency of billing 

by the landlord must be predetermined and put in writing for all 

leases. 

c. The lease shall provide that, upon a tenantôs request, the landlord 

must provide a copy of the actual utility bill for the building along 

with each apportioned utility bill. Upon a tenantôs request, a 

landlord must also provide past copies of actual utility bills for any 

period of the tenancy for which the tenant received an apportioned 

utility bill for the preceding two years or from the time the current 

landlord acquired the building, whichever is most recent. 

d.  The landlord who bills separately for utilities may, if the landlord 

and tenant agree, provide tenants with a lease term of one year or 

more, the option to pay those bills under an annualized budget plan 

providing for level monthly payments based on a good-faith 

estimate of the annual bill. 

e. By September 30th of each year, a landlord of a single-metered 

residential building who bills for gas and electric utility charges 



separate from rent shall inform tenants in writing of the possible 

availability of energy assistance from the low income home energy 

assistance program. The information must contain the toll-free 

telephone number of the administering agency. 

3)   The City may collect the same in a civil action or, in the alternative and at 

the option of the City, as otherwise provided in this subdivision. 
 

C. Charges a lien. Each such account is hereby made a lien upon the premises 

served. All such accounts which are more than thirty (30) days past due may, 

when authorized by resolution of the Council, be certified by the Clerk 

Administrator of the City of Dodge Center, Minnesota, to the County Auditor, 

and the Clerk Administrator in so certifying shall specify the amount thereof, the 

description of the premises served, and the name of the owner thereof. The 

amount so certified shall be extended by the Auditor on the tax rolls against such 

premises in the same manner as other taxes, and collected by the County 

Treasurer, and paid to the City along with other taxes. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 126, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-08-2014 
 

SEC. 3.06. CONNECTION OR TAPPING PROHIBITED - DELINQUENT 

ASSESSMENTS OR CHARGES.  No permit shall be granted to tap or connect with sewer or 

water mains when any assessment or connection charge for such sewer or water main against the 

property to be connected is in default or delinquent.  If such assessment or connection charges 

are payable in installments, no permit shall be granted unless all installments then due and 

payable have been paid. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

 (Sections 3.07 through 3.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

SEC. 3.20.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO WATER SERVICE.  

 

Subd. l. Deficiency of Water and Shutting Off Water. The City is not liable for any 

deficiency or failure in the supply of water to customers whether occasioned by shutting 

the water off for the purpose of making repairs or connections or by any other cause 

whatever.  In case of fire, or alarm of fire, water may be shut off to insure a supply for 

fire fighting.  In making repairs or construction of new works, water may be shut off at 

any time and kept off so long as may be necessary. 
 

Subd. 2.  Repair of Leaks.  It is the responsibility of the consumer or owner to maintain 

the service pipe from the main into the house or other building.  In case of failure upon 

the part of any consumer or owner to repair any leak occurring in his service pipe within 

twenty-four (24) hours after oral or written notice has been given the owner or occupant 

of the premises, the water may be shut off and will not be turned on until a reconnection 

charge has been paid and the water service has been repaired.  When the waste of water is 

great or when damage is likely to result from the leak, the water will be turned off if the 



repair is not proceeded with immediately. 
 

Subd. 3. Abandoned Services Penalties.  All service installations connected to the water 

system that have been abandoned or, for any reason, have become useless for further 

service shall be disconnected at the curb stop.  The owner of the premises, served by this 

service, shall pay the cost of the excavation. The City shall perform the actual 

disconnection.  When new buildings are erected on the site of old ones, and it is desired 

to increase the old water service, a new permit shall be taken out and the regular tapping 

charge shall be made as if this were a new service.  It is unlawful for any person to cause 

or allow any service pipe to be hammered or squeezed together at the ends to stop the 

flow of water, or to save expense in improperly removing such pipe from the main.  Also, 

such improper disposition thereof shall be corrected by the City and the cost incurred 

shall be borne by the person causing or allowing such work to be performed. 

 

Subd. 4.  Service Pipes.  Every service pipe must be laid in such manner as to prevent 

rupture by settlement.  The service pipe shall be placed not less than seven feet below the 

surface in all cases so arranged as to prevent rupture and stoppage by freezing.  Frozen 

service pipes between the main and the building shall be the responsibility of the owner.  

Service pipes must extend from the curb stops to the inside of the building; or if not taken 

into a building then to the hydrant or other fixtures which they are intended to supply.  A 

valve, the same size as the service pipe, shall be placed close to the inside wall of the 

building, ahead of the meter and well protected from freezing. Joints on copper tubing 

shall be flared or compression-fitted, and kept to a minimum.  Not more than one joint 

shall be used for a service up to seventy feet in length.  All joints shall be left uncovered 

until inspected.  Minimum size connection with the water mains shall be 3/4 inch in 

diameter. 
 

Subd.  5.  Private Water Supplies.  No water pipe of the City water system shall be 

connected with any pump, well, pipe, tank or any device that is connected with any other 

source of water supply and when such are found, the City shall notify the owner or 

occupant to disconnect the same and, if not immediately done, the City water shall be 

turned off.  Before any new connections to the City system are permitted, the City shall 

ascertain that no cross-connections will exist when the new connection is made.  When a 

building is connected to "City Water" the private water supply maybe used only for such 

purposes as the City may allow. 

 

Subd.  6.  Prohibited Uses or Restricted Hours.  Whenever the City shall determine 

that a shortage of water threatens the City, it may entirely prohibit water use or limit the 

times and hours during which water may be used from the City water system for lawn 

and garden sprinkling, irrigation, car washing, air conditioning, and other uses, or either 

or any of them.  It is unlawful for any water consumer to cause or permit water to be used 

in violation of such determination after public announcement there of has been made 

through the news media specifically indicating the restrictions thereof. 
 

Subd.  7.  Private Fire Hose Connections.  Owners of structures with self-contained fire 

protection systems may apply for and obtain permission to connect the street mains with 

hydrants, large pipes, and hose couplings, for use in case of fire only, at their own 

installation expense and at such rates as the Council may adopt by resolution as herein 



provided. 

Subd.  8.  Opening Hydrants.  It is unlawful for any person, other than members of the 

Fire Department or other person duly authorized by the City, in pursuance of lawful 

purpose, to open any fire hydrant or attempt to draw water from the same or in any 

manner interfere therewith.  It is also unlawful for any person so authorized to deliver or 

suffer to be delivered to any other person any hydrant key or wrench, except for the 

purposes strictly pertaining to their lawful use. 
 

Subd.  9.  Unmetered Service.  Unmetered service may be provided for construction, 

flooding skating rinks, and any other purpose.  Such service shall be at a duly adopted 

rate. Where it is difficult or impossible to accurately measure the amount of water taken, 

unmetered service may be provided and the unmetered rate applied; provided, however, 

that by acceptance thereof the consumer agrees to have the City estimate the water used.  

In so estimating the City shall consider the use to which the water is put and the length of 

time of unmetered service. 

 

Subd. 10.  Water Meters.  All water meters shall be purchased and maintained by the 

City.  All  repairs of water meters not resulting from normal usage shall be the 

responsibility of the property owner.  The City may replace meters with the remote type 

on the basis of schedule or other arrangement.  All water meters shall be installed and 

controlled by the City.  Any remote type meter in need of replacement by reason of 

normal usage shall be furnished by the City and the City shall thereafter own such meter. 
 

Subd. 11.  Code Requirement.  All piping, connections and appurtenances shall be 

installed and performed strictly in accordance with the Minnesota Plumbing Code.  

Failure to install or maintain the same in accordance therewith, or failure to have or 

permit required inspections shall, upon discovery by the City, be an additional ground for 

termination of water service to any consumer. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

 (Sections 3.2l through 3.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

SEC. 3.30.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO SEWERAGE 

SERVICE.  (CODIFIER'S NOTE:  Ordinance No. l82, adopted April 11, l989, entitled "Sewer 

Use and Sewer Service Charges" is listed in Chapter 20 of the City Code.  A copy of said 

ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk Administrator and open to inspection and use by the 

public.) 

 

(Sections 3.31 through 3.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

   

SEC. 3.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.   Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 

or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 

and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 

in specific provisions hereof. 

 



Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

CHAPTER 4 

 

LAND USE REGULATION (ZONING)  

 

 SEC. 4.0l.  INTENT AND PURPOSE.  This Chapter is adopted for the purpose of:  (l) 

implementing the goals and policies of the Dodge Center Comprehensive Plan by regulating land 

uses; (2) protecting the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare; (3) 

promoting orderly development of the residential, commercial, industrial, recreational and public 

areas; (4) conserving the natural resources of the City; (5) providing for the compatibility of 

different land uses and the most appropriate use of land throughout the City; (6) minimizing 

environmental pollution; (7) conserving energy such as through the encouragement of solar and 

earth-sheltered structures for commercial, industrial, and residential areas; and, (8) protecting the 

natural resources in the City. 
 

 SEC. 4.02.  JURISDICTION.  This Chapter shall be applicable to all lands, structures 

and waters within the corporate limits of Dodge Center, Minnesota. 

 

 SEC. 4.03.  SCOPE.  Any structure or use existing on the effective date of this Chapter, 

and which does not conform to the provisions of this Chapter, may be continued for a certain 

period of time subject to the following conditions: 

 

Subd. l.  No such use shall be expanded, changed or enlarged except in conformity with 

the provisions of this Chapter. 

 

Subd. 2.  If a non-conforming use is discontinued for a period of twelve months, further 

use of the structures or property shall conform to this Chapter.  The County Assessor 

and/or Zoning Administrator shall notify the City Clerk or Planning Commission in 

writing of all instances of non-conforming uses which have been discontinued for a 

period of twelve consecutive months. 
 

Subd. 3.  If a non-conforming structure is destroyed by any cause, to an extent exceeding 

fifty percent (50%) of its fair market value as indicated by the records of the County 

Assessor, a future structure on the site shall conform to this Chapter. 

 

Subd. 4.  All non-conforming junk yards, open storage areas, and similar non-conforming 

uses of open land not involving a substantial investment in permanent buildings shall be 

removed, altered or otherwise made to conform within one (l) year of the effective date of 

this Chapter. 

 

Subd. 5.  Normal maintenance of a building or other structure containing or related to a 

lawful non-conforming use is permitted, including necessary non-structural repairs and 

incidental alterations which do not extend or intensity the non-conforming use. 
 

 SEC. 4.04.  INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION.  

 



Subd. l.  In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be 

held to the minimum requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, and 

welfare. 

 

Subd. 2.  No part of the yard or open space required for a given building shall be 

included as a part of the yard or other space required for another building, and no lot shall 

be used for more than one principal building. 

 

Subd. 3.  Each new occupied building shall be required to connect to the City sewage 

disposal system where it is available. For existing lots of record where City sewage 

service is not available, the private sewage disposal system shall meet the standards of the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (6MCAR #4.8040). 
 

Subd. 4.  Chimneys, cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, monuments, stacks, 

scenery lofts, tanks, water towers, ornamental towers, spires, wireless or broadcasting 

towers, masts or aerials, and necessary mechanical appurtenances are hereby excepted 

from the height regulations of this Chapter and may be erected in accordance with other 

regulations or City Code provisions. 

 

Subd. 5.  Except as in this Chapter specifically provided, no structure shall be erected, 

converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or altered; and no structure or land shall be used for 

any purpose or in any manner which is not in conformity with this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 4.05.  ZONING DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT PROVISIONS. 

 

Subd. l.  Zoning Districts.  The zoning districts are so designed as to assist in carrying 

out the intents and purposes of the Comprehensive Plan which has the purpose of 

protecting the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare.  For the purposes of 

this Chapter, the City is hereby divided into the following Zoning Districts: 

 

Symbol                     Name 

    A                       Agricultural District 

     R-l & R-lA            Suburban Residential Districts 

     R-2                   Urban Residential District 

     R-3                   Multi -Family Residential District 

     C-l                    Central Business District 

     C-2                   Highway Commercial District 

    I-l                   Light Industrial District 

    I-2                  Heavy Industrial District 

C                         Conservancy District 

 

 Subd. 2.  Zoning Map. 

 

 A.   The location and boundaries of the districts established by this Chapter are set 

forth on the Official Zoning Map which is hereby incorporated as part of this 

Chapter and which is on file with the Zoning Administrator's office. 

 

 B.   District boundary lines recorded on the Zoning Map are intended to follow lot 



lines, the centerline of streets or alleys, the centerline of streets or alleys projected, 

railroad rights-of-way lines, the center of watercourses or the corporate limit lines 

as they exist on the effective date of this Chapter. 

 

C.   No annexation petition shall be considered unless and until a hearing has also been 

petitioned for placing the annexed territory in a zoning district or districts.  No 

building permits shall be issued in annexed territory until such hearing has been 

held and the territory assigned a zoning district or districts. 

 

D.   Amendments to the Zoning Map shall be recorded on the Official Zoning Map by 

the Zoning Administrator within fifteen (l5) days after the adoption of the 

amendment by the Council.  The Official Zoning Map shall be maintained by the 

Zoning Administrator and shall be kept on file in the office of the Zoning 

Administrator for view by the public during normal office hours. 

 

E.   In those cases where there is a question of the exact location of a zoning district, 

the Board of Adjustment shall make the necessary interpretation. 
 

 SEC. 4.06.  EXISTING LOTS.  A lot or parcel of land in a residential district which was 

of record as a separate lot or parcel in the office of the County Recorder or Registrar of Titles, on 

or before the effective date of this Chapter may be used for single family detached dwelling 

purposes provided the area and width thereof are within sixty percent (60%) of the minimum 

requirements of this Chapter; and provided it can be demonstrated that safe and adequate sewage 

treatment systems can be installed to serve such permanent dwelling. 
 

 SEC. 4.07.  ZONING AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.   Any change in zoning 

granted by the Council shall automatically amend the Comprehensive Plan in accordance with 

said zoning change.  Provided that a hearing was held by the Planning Commission within ten 

(l0) days of the publication of the notice, prior to the amendment.  Only amendments which are 

contrary to the present Comprehensive Plan would be considered an amendment. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

(Sections 4.08 and 4.09 reserved for future expansion.) 
 

 SEC. 4.10.  RULES AND DEFINITIONS.  

 

Subd. 1.  Rules.  The language set forth in the text of this Chapter shall be interpreted in 

accordance with the following rules of construction: 

 

A.    All measured distances expressed in feet shall be to the nearest tenth of a foot. 

 

B.  In the event of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. 
 

  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 



 1.   "Accessory Use or Structure" - A use or structure, or portion of a structure, 

subordinate to and serving the principal use or structure on the same lot and 

customarily incidental thereto. 

 

 2.   "Agriculture Use"  - The use of land for the growing and/or production of field 

crop, livestock, and livestock products for the production of income, including but 

not limited to the following: 
 

 a)   Field crops, including:  barley, soy beans, corn, hay, oats, potatoes, rye, 

sorghum and sunflowers. 

 

  b)  Livestock, including:  dairy and beef cattle, goats, horses, sheep, hogs, 

poultry, game birds and other animals including dogs, ponies, deer, rabbits 

and mink. 

 

3.   "Airport"  - A parcel of land recognized and licensed by the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration for the 

purpose of maintaining, housing, landing and departure of private and commercial 

aircraft.  Such airport may be privately or publicly owned and/or operated. 

 

4.  "Alley"  - A street or thoroughfare affording secondary access to abutting 

property. 

 

5.   "Agricultural Building or Structure"  - Any building or structure existing or 

erected which is used principally for agricultural purposes, with the exception of 

dwelling units. 

 

6.   "A partment"  - A room or suite of rooms with cooking facilities available which 

is occupied as a residence by a single family, or a group of individuals living 

together as a single family unit.  This includes any unit in buildings with more 

than two dwelling units. 

 

7.   "Auto or Motor Vehicle Reduction Yard"  - A lot or yard where one or more 

unlicensed motor vehicle(s), or the remains thereof, are kept for the purpose of 

dismantling, wrecking, crushing, repairing, rebuilding, sale of parts, sales as scrap, 

storage, or abandonment. See also Junk Yard). 

 

8.  "Automobile Service Station" - A building designed primarily for the supplying 

of motor fuel, oil, lubrication and accessories to motor vehicles or any portion 

thereof. 

 

9.  "Basement (Cellar)" - A portion of a building located partly underground but 

having one-half or more of its floor to ceiling height above the average grade of 

the adjoining ground.  The basement shall not be counted as a story for purposes 

of height limitations. 

 

10.  "Bed and Breakfast" - A building of residential design wherein lodging is 

provided to tourists and wherein breakfast may also be provided to said tourists.  



For purposes of this definition, the term "tourist" shall mean persons renting such 

accommodations for a total period of time not to exceed fourteen (l4) days during 

any consecutive ninety (90) day period. 

 

11.  "Boarding House (Rooming or Lodging House)" - A building other than a 

motel or hotel where, for compensation and by prearrangement for definite 

periods, meals or lodgings are provided for three or more persons, but not to 

exceed twenty persons. 

 

12.  "Building"  - Any structure having a roof which may provide shelter or enclosure 

of persons, animals, chattel, or property of any kind. 
 

13.  "Building Line"  - A line parallel to the street right-of-way line at any story level 

of a building and representing the minimum distance which all or any part of the 

building is set back from said right-of-way line. 
 

14.  "Building Height"  - The vertical distance to be measured from the average grade 

of a building line to the top, to the cornice of a flat roof, to the deck line of a 

mansard roof, to a point on the roof directly above the highest wall of a shed roof, 

to the uppermost point on round or other arch type roof, to the mean distance of 

the highest gable on a pitched or hip roof. 

 

15.  "Building Setback"  - The minimum horizontal distance between the building at 

its further protrusion and a lot line, or the normal high water mark of a stream or 

river. 

 

l6.  "Business" - Any occupation, employment or enterprise wherein merchandise is 

exhibited or sold, or where services are offered for compensation. 

 

l7.  "Cellar (Basement)" - That portion of a building having more than one-half of 

the floor-to-ceiling height below the average grade of the adjoining ground.  The 

cellar shall not be counted as a story for purposes of height limitations. 

 

l8.  "Child" - A child, for the purpose of this Chapter, shall mean a person fourteen 

(l4) years of age or younger. 

 

l9.  "Child Care Facility"  - A place other than the child's or children's own home or 

homes in which care, supervision and guidance of a child or children 

unaccompanied by parents, guardian or custodian is provided on a regular basis 

for a period of less than twenty-four (24) hours a day, whether operated for profit 

or non-profit. 
 

20.  "Church"  - A building, where persons regularly assemble for religious worship 

and which building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, is maintained 

and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship. 

 

2l.  "Clear -Cutting"  - The entire removal of a stand of vegetation. 

 



22.  "Clustering/Cluster Housing"  - A development pattern and technique whereby 

structures are arranged in closely related groups to make the most efficient use of 

the natural amenities of the land. 

 

23.  "Comprehensive Plan" - A compilation of goals, policy statements, standards, 

programs and maps for guiding the physical, social and economic development of 

the City and its environs and includes any unit or part of such plan separately 

adopted and any amendment to such plan or parts thereof. 

 

 24.  "Commissioner"  - The Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources. 

 

 25.  "Conditional Use" - A use classified as conditional generally may be appropriate 

or desirable in a specified zone, but requires special approval because if not 

carefully located or designed it may create special problems such as excessive 

height or bulk or traffic congestion. 

 

26.  "Condominium"  - A form of individual ownership within a multi-family 

building with joint responsibility for maintenance and repairs of the common 

property.  In a condominium, each apartment or townhouse is owned outright by 

its occupant and each occupant also owns a share of the land and other common 

property. 

 

27.  "Cooperative"  - A multi-unit development operated for and owned by its 

occupants.  Individual occupants do not own their specific housing unit outright as 

in a condominium, but they own shares in the total enterprise. 

 

28.  "Curb Level"  - The grade elevation established by the Council of the curb in 

front of the center of the building.  Where no curb level has been established, the 

City shall determine a curb level or its equivalent for the purpose of this Chapter. 

 

29. "Development"  - Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 

including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 

grading, paving, excavation or drilling operation. 
 

30.  "Drive -In"  - Any use where products and/or services are provided to the 

customer under conditions where the customer does not have to leave the car or 

where service to the automobile occupants is offered regardless of whether service 

is also provided within a building. 

 

3l.  "Dwelling, Attached"  - One which is joint to another dwelling or building at one 

or more sides by a party wall or walls. 

 

32.  "Dwelling, Detached" - One which is entirely surrounded by open space on the 

same lot with no common party walls. 

 

33. "Dwelling Unit" - A residential building or portion thereof intended for 

occupancy by a single family but not including hotels, motels, boarding or 

rooming houses or tourist homes.  There are three principal types: 



 

 a)   Single-Family Detached - A free-standing residence structure designed 

for or occupied by one family only. 

 

 b) Single-Family Attached - A residential building containing two or more 

dwelling units with one common wall. 

 

l.   Duplex:  A residence designed for or occupied by two families 

only, with separate housekeeping and cooking facilities for each. 

 

2.   Townhouse:  A residential building containing two or more 

dwelling units with at least one common wall, each unit so 

oriented as to have all exits open to the outside. 

 

3.   Multiple -Family - A residence designed for or occupied by three 

or more families, either wholly (attached) or partially a part of a 

large structure (detached), with separate housekeeping and cooking 

facilities for each. 
 

34.  "Earth Sheltered Building"  - A building constructed so that 50% or more of the 

completed structure is covered with earth.  Earth covering is measured from the 

lowest level of livable space in residential units and of usable space in non-

residential buildings. An earth sheltered building is a complete structure that does 

not serve just as a foundation or substructure for above-ground construction.  A 

partially completed building shall not be considered earth sheltered. 
 

35.  "Earth Sheltered Berm"  - An earth covering on the above grade portions of 

building walls. 

 

36.  "Easement" - A grant by a property owner for the use of a strip of land for the 

purpose of constructing and maintaining walkways; roadways; utilities, including 

but not limited to sanitary sewers, water mains, electric lines, telephone lines, 

storm sewer or storm drainage ways, gas lines or any other public uses. 

 

37. "Efficiency Unit"  - A dwelling unit with one primary room which doubles as a 

living room, kitchen and bedroom. 

 

38.  "Essential Services" - Overhead or underground electrical, gas, steam or water 

transmission or distribution systems and structure or collection, communication, 

supply or disposal systems and structures used by public utilities or governmental 

departments or commissions or as are required for the protection of the public 

health, safety or general welfare, including towers, poles, wires, mains, drains, 

sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes and accessories 

in connection therewith but not including buildings. 

 

39.  "Exterior Storage (Includes Open Storage)" - The storage of goods, materials, 

equipment, manufactured products and similar items not fully enclosed by a 

building. 



 

40.  "Extraction Area"  - Any non-agricultural artificial excavation of earth exceeding 

50 square feet of surface area of two feet in depth, other than activity involved in 

preparing land for earth sheltered or conventional construction of residential, 

commercial and industrial buildings, excavated or made by the removal from 

gravel, stone or other natural matter, or made by turning, or breaking or 

undermining the surface of the earth, except that public improvement projects 

shall not be considered extraction areas. 

 

 4l.  "Family"  - One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption.  Five or 

fewer persons not related by blood, marriage or adoption will be considered a 

family regardless of the ownership of the unit amongst the five or fewer persons. 
 

42.  "Farm"  - A tract of land which is principally used for agricultural activities such 

as the production of cash crops, livestock or poultry farming.  Such farms may 

include agricultural dwelling and accessory buildings and structures necessary to 

the operation of the farm. 

 

43.  "Fence"  - Any partition, structure, wall or gate erected as a divider marker, 

barrier or enclosure and located along the boundary, or within the required yard. 

 

44.  "Floor Area" - The sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of the 

building or portion thereof devoted to a particular use, including accessory storage 

areas located within a building or structure. 
 

45. "Frontage"  - That boundary of a lot which abuts an existing or dedicated public 

street. 

 

46.  "Garage, Private"  - An accessory building or accessory portion of the principal 

building which is intended for and used to store the private passenger vehicles of 

the family or families resident upon the premises. 
 

47.  "Garage, Public"  - Any building or premises, except those used as a private or 

storage garage, used for equipping, repairing, hiring, selling or storing motor 

driven vehicles. 

 

48.  "Garage, Storage" - Any building or premises used for housing motor driven 

vehicles and at which automobile fuels are not sold or motor vehicles are not 

equipped, repaired, hired, or sold. 
 

49.  "Grade"  - The average of the finished level at the center of the exterior walls of 

the building.  For an earth sheltered building grade means the average of the 

finished level at the center of the lot.  For a building with earth berms but less than 

50 percent earth covering grade means the average of the finished level at the 

center of the building at the beginning of the earth berm. 

 

 50.  "Home Occupation"  - Any gainful occupation or profession engaged in by the 

occupant of a dwelling at or from the dwelling when carried on within a dwelling 



unit.  Such uses include professional offices, minor repair services, photo or art 

studios, dressmaking, barber shops, beauty shops, tourist homes, or similar uses. 

 

5l.  "Horticulture"  - Horticulture uses and structures designed for the storage of 

products and machinery pertaining and necessary thereto. 

 

52.  "Hotel"  - A building which provides a common entrance, lobby, halls and 

stairway and in which twenty or more people can be, for compensation, lodged 

with or without meals. 

 

53.  "Junk Yard"  - An open area where waste, used, or second-hand materials are 

bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled or handled, 

including but not limited to, scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber, tires, 

and bottles.  A junk yard includes an auto wrecking yard but does not include uses 

established entirely within enclosed buildings.  This definition does not include 

sanitary landfills. 
 

54.  "Kennel"  - Any structure or premises on which four or more dogs over six 

months of age are kept for sale, breeding, profit, training, etc. 

 

55.  "Landscaping"  - Planting, including trees, grass, ground cover, and shrubs. 

 

56.  "Lodging Room"  - A room rented as sleeping and living quarters, but without 

cooking facilities.  In a suite of rooms without cooking facilities, each room which 

provides sleeping accommodation shall be counted as one lodging room. 

 

57.  "Lot"  - A parcel or portion of land in a subdivision or plat of land, separated from 

other parcels or portions by description as on a subdivision or record of survey 

map, for the purpose of sale or lease or separate use thereof. 

 

58.  "Lot of Record"  - Any lot which is one unit of a plat heretofore duly approved 

and filed, or one unit of an Auditor's Subdivision or a Registered Land Survey that 

has been recorded in the office of the County Recorder for Dodge County, 

Minnesota, prior to the effective date of this Chapter. 

 

59.  "Lot Area"  - The area of a lot in a horizontal plan bounded by the lot lines. 

 

60. "Lot, Corner"  - A lot situated at the junction of, and abutting on two or more 

intersecting streets, or a lot at the point of deflection in alignment of a continuous 

street, the interior angle of which does not exceed one hundred thirty-five (l35) 

degrees. 

 

6l. "Lot Coverage" - The area of the zoning lot occupied by the principal building 

and accessory buildings.  Earth berms are not to be included in calculating lot 

coverage.  Only the above grade portions of an earth sheltered building should be 

included in lot coverage calculations. 

 

62.  "Lot Depth"  - The mean horizontal distance between the front lot line and the 



rear lot line of a lot. 

 

63.  "Lot Line"  - The property line bounding a lot except that where any portion of a 

lot extends into the public right-of-way, the line at that point shall be the lot line 

for purposes of this Chapter. 

 

64.  "Lot Line, Front"  - That boundary of a lot which abuts an existing or dedicated 

public street and in the case of a corner lot it shall be the shortest dimension on a 

public street.  If the dimensions of a corner lot are equal, the front line shall be 

designated by the owner and filed with the County Recorder. 

 

65.  "Lot Line, Rear" - That boundary of a lot which is opposite the front lot line.  If 

the rear line is less than ten feet in length, or if the lot forms a point at the rear, the 

rear lot line shall be a line ten feet in length within the lot, parallel to, and at the 

maximum distance from the front lot line. 

 

66.   "Lot Line, Side"  - Any boundary of a lot which is not a front lot line or a rear lot 

line. 

 

67.  "Lot, Substandard"  - A lot or parcel of land for which a deed has been recorded 

in the office of the County Recorder upon or prior to the effective date of this 

Chapter which does not meet the minimum lot area, structure setbacks or other 

dimensional standards of this Chapter. 
 

68.   "Lot Width"  - The maximum horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a 

lot measured within the first thirty feet of the lot depth. 

 

69.  "Manufactured Home"  - A structure transportable in one or more sections, 

which in the traveling mode is eight body feet or more in width or 40 body feet or 

more in length or, when erected on site, is 320 or more square feet, and which is 

built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with 

permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, and including the 

plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems contained therein, 

except that the term includes any structure which meets all the requirements, and 

with respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by 

the secretary and complies with the standards established under this Chapter. 

 

70.  "Manufactured/Mobile Home Park"  - Any site, lot, field or tract of land under 

single ownership, designated, maintained or intended for the placement of two or 

more occupied homes.  It shall include any buildings, structure, vehicle, or 

enclosure intended for use as part of the equipment of such mobile/ manufactured 

home park. 

 

7l.  "Metes and Bounds" - A method of property description by means of their 

direction and distance from an easily identifiable point. 

 

72. "Mining"  - The extraction of sand, gravel, rock, soil or other material from the 

land in the amount of one thousand cubic yards or more and the removing thereof 



from the site.  The only exclusion from this definition shall be removal of 

materials associated with construction of a building, provided such removal is an 

approved item in the building permit. 

 

73.  "Mo dular Home" - A non-mobile housing unit that is basically fabricated at a 

central factory and transported to a building site where final installations are 

made, permanently affixing the module to the site. 
 

74.  "Motel (Tourist Court)"  - A building or group of detached, semi-detached, or 

attached buildings containing guest rooms or dwellings, with garage or parking 

space conveniently located to each unit, and which is designed, used or intended 

to be used primarily for the accommodation of automobile transients. 

 

75.  "Motor Home or Recreation Vehicle"  - Any vehicle mounted on wheels and for 

which a license would be required if used on highways, roads, or streets, and so 

constructed and designed as to permit occupancy thereof for dwelling or sleeping 

purposes and used for recreational purposes. 

 

76. "Nu rsery, Landscape" - A business growing and selling trees, flowering and 

decorative plants and shrubs and which may be conducted within a building or 

without, for the purpose of landscape construction. 
 

77.  "Nursing Home"  - A building with facilities for the care of children, the aged, 

infirmed, or place of rest for those suffering bodily disorder.  Said nursing home 

shall be licensed by the State of Board of Health as provided for in Minnesota 

Statutes, Section l44.50. 

 

78.  "Obstruction"  - Any dam, wall, wharf, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, 

projection, excavation, channel modification, culvert, building, wire, fence, 

stockpile, refuse, fill, structure, or matter in, along, across, or projecting into any 

channel, watercourse, or regulatory flood plain which may impede, retard or 

change the direction of the flow of water, either in itself or by catching or 

collecting debris carried by such water. 

 

79.  "Ordinary High Water Mark"  - A mark delineating the highest water level 

which has been maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon 

the landscape.  The ordinary high water mark is commonly that point where the 

natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly 

terrestrial. 

 

80.  "Open Sales Lot (Exterior Storage)" - Any land used or occupied for the 

purpose of buying and selling any goods, materials, or merchandise and for the 

storing of same under the open sky prior to sale. 

 

8l.  "Parking Space"  - A suitably surfaced and permanently maintained area on 

privately owned property either within or outside of a building of sufficient size to 

store one standard automobile. 
 



82.  "Party Wall"  - A wall common to two residential dwelling units such as in 

condominium or zero lot line buildings. This is applicable to townhouses and 

other multi-family developments. 

 

83.  "Pedestrian Way"  - A public or private right-of-way across or within a block, to 

be used by pedestrians. 

 

84.  "Planned Unit Development" - A residential development whereby buildings are 

grouped or clustered in and around common open space areas in accordance with 

a prearranged site plan and where the common open space is owned by the 

homeowners and usually maintained by a homeowner's association. 

 

85.  "Principal Structure or Use"  - One which determines the predominant use as 

contrasted to accessory use or structure. 

86.  "Property Line"  - The legal boundaries of a parcel of property which may also 

coincide with a right-of-way line or a road, cart way, and the like. 

 

87.  "Property Owner"  - Any person, association or corporation having a freehold 

estate interest, leasehold interest extending for a term or having renewal options 

for a term in excess of one year, a dominant easement interest, or an option to 

purchase any of same, but not including owners or interest held for security 

purposes only. 

 

88. "Protective Covenant"  - A contract entered into between private parties which 

constitutes a restriction of the use of a particular parcel of property. 
 

89.  "Public Land"  - Land owned or operated by municipal, School District, County, 

State or other governmental units. 

 

90.   "Reach"  - A hydraulic engineering term to describe a longitudinal segment of a 

stream or river influenced by a natural or man-made obstruction.  In an urban area, 

the segment of a stream or river between two consecutive bridge crossings would 

most typically constitute a reach. 

 

91.  "Recreation, Commercial"  - Includes all uses such as bowling alleys, roller and 

skating rinks, driving ranges, and movie theaters that are privately owned and 

operated with the intention of earning a profit by providing entertainment for the 

public. 

 

92.  "Recreation, Public"  - Includes all uses such as swimming pools, tennis courts, 

ball fields, picnic areas, and the like that are commonly provided for the public at 

parks, playgrounds, community centers, and other sites owned and operated by a 

unit of government for the purpose of providing recreation. 

 

93.   "Regional Flood"  - A flood which is representative of large floods known to 

have occurred generally in Minnesota and reasonably characteristic of what can be 

expected to occur on an average frequency in the magnitude of the l00-year 

recurrence interval.  Regional flood is synonymous with the term "base flood" 



used in the Flood Insurance Study. 

 

94.  "Registered Land Survey" - A survey map of registered land designed to 

simplify a complicated metes and bounds description, designating the same into a 

tract or tracts of Registered Land Survey Number.   (See Minnesota Statutes 

508.47). 

 

95.   "Right -of-Way"  - The total width of land owned by a governmental unit (local, 

County, State and Federal) in and adjacent to a street, road or highway.  This shall 

include the road surface, drainage ditches, curb and gutter and sidewalk. 
 

96.   "Roadside Stand" - A temporary structure, unenclosed and so designed and 

constructed that the structure is easily portable and can be readily removed. 

 

97.  "Selective Cutting"  - The removal of single scattered trees. 

 

98.  "Setback"  - The minimum distance between a structure or sanitary facility and a 

property line. 

 

99.  "Shoreland"  - Land located within the following distance from public waters: 

 

a)   l,000 feet from the ordinary high water mark of a lake, pond or flowage; 

and, 

 

b)   300 feet from a river or stream, or the landward extent of a floodplain 

designated by ordinance on such a river or stream, whichever is greater.  

The practical limits of shorelands may be less than the statutory limits 

whenever the waters involved are bounded by natural topographic divides 

which extend landward from the water or lesser distances and when 

approved by the Commissioner. 

 

100.   "Shoreland Alteration"  - Grading and filling in shoreland area or any alteration 

of the natural topography where the slope of the land is toward a public water or a 

watercourse leading to a public water.  No farming shall occur within l00' of the 

normal waterway. 
 

101.  "Shoreland Setback" - The minimum horizontal distance between a structure 

and the ordinary high water mark. 

 

102. "Sign"  - Any letters, figures, design, symbol, trademark, architectural or 

illuminating device intended to attract attention to any place, subject, person, firm, 

corporation, public performance, article, machine, or merchandise whatsoever and 

painted, printed, or constructed and displayed in any manner whatsoever for 

recognized advertising purposes.  For purposes of this Chapter, a flag constitutes a 

sign, but not including an emblem, or insignia of a government, school or 

religious group when displayed for official purposes. 

 

103.  "Sign, Advertising"  - A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, 



service, activity or entertainment not necessarily conducted, sold or offered upon 

the premises where such a sign is located. 

 

104.  "Sign, Business" - A sign which directs attention to a business or profession or to 

a commodity, service or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where 

such a sign is located. 

 

105. "Sign, Flashing"  - Any illuminated sign on which such illumination is not kept 

stationary or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is in use. 
 

106.  "Sign, Name Plate" - Any sign which states the name or address or both of the 

business or occupant of the lot where the sign is placed. 

 

107.  "Sign, Projecting"  - A sign, other than a wall sign, which projects from and is 

supported by a wall of a building or structure. 

 

108.   "Sign, Pylon"  - A free standing sign erected upon a single pylon or post which is 

in excess of ten (l0) feet in height with a sign mounted on top thereof. 

 

109.   "Sign, Rotating"  - A sign which revolves or rotates on its axis by mechanical 

means. 

 

110.  "Sign, Surface Area of" - The entire area within a single continuous perimeter 

enclosing the extreme limits of the actual sign surface.  It does not include any 

structural elements outside of the limits of such sign and not forming an integral 

part of the display. 

 

111.  "Sign, Wall (Flat)"  - A sign affixed directly to the exterior wall and confined 

within the limits thereof of any building and which projects from that surface less 

than eighteen (l8) inches at all points. 

 

112.  "Solar Access Space" - That airspace above all lots within the district necessary 

to prevent any improvement, vegetation or tree located on said lots from casting a 

shadow upon any solar device located within said zone greater than the shadow 

cast by a hypothetical vertical wall ten (l0) feet high located along the property 

lines of said lots between the hours of 9:30 A.M. and 3:30 P.M., Central Standard 

time on December 2l; provided, however, this Chapter shall not apply to any 

improvement or tree which casts a shadow upon a solar device at the time of the 

installation of said device or to vegetation existing at the time of installation of 

said solar device. 

 

113.  "Solar Collector"  - A device, or combination of devices, structure, or part of a 

device or structure that transforms direct solar energy into thermal, chemical or 

electrical energy and that contributes significantly to a structure's energy supply. 

 

114.  "Solar Energy System" - A complete design or assembly consisting of a solar 

energy collector, an energy storage facility (where used), and components to the 

distribution of transformed energy (to the extent they cannot be used jointly with a 



conventional energy system).  To qualify as a solar energy system, the system 

must be permanently located for not less than ninety (90) days in any calendar 

year beginning with the first calendar year after completion of construction.  

Passive solar energy systems are included in this definition but not to the extent 

that they fulfill other functions such as structural and recreational. 

 

115.  "Solar Skyspace" - The space between a solar energy collector and the sun which 

must be free of obstructions that shade the collector to an extent which precludes 

its cost effective operation. 
 

116.  "Solar Skyspace Easement" - A right, expressed as an easement, covenant, 

condition, or other property interest in any deed or other instrument executed by 

or on behalf of any landowner, which protects the solar skyspace of an actual, 

proposed, or designated solar energy collector at a described location by 

forbidding or limited activities or land uses that interfere with access to solar 

energy.  The solar skyspace must be described as the three dimensional space in 

which obstruction is prohibited or limited, or as the times of day during which 

direct sunlight to the solar collector may not be obstructed, or as a combination of 

the two methods. 

117.  "Solar Structure"  - A structure designed to utilize solar energy as an alternate 

for, or supplement to, a conventional energy system. 

 

118.  "Stable, Private"  - An accessory building in which horses are kept for private 

use and not for hire, remuneration, or sale. 
 

119.  "Stable, Public"  - A building in which horses are kept for remuneration, hire, or 

sale therefore, principal building and/or use. 

 

120.  "Street"  - A public right-of-way which affords primary means of access to 

abutting property, and shall also include avenue, highway, road or way. 

 

121.  "Street, Collector"  - A street which serves or is designed to serve as a traffic way 

for a neighborhood or as a feeder to a major street. 

 

122.  "Street, Major or Thoroughfare"  - A street which serves, or is designed to 

serve, heavy flows of traffic and which is used primarily as a route for traffic 

between communities and/or other heavy traffic generating areas. 
 

123.  "Street, Local"  - A street intended to serve primarily as an access to abutting 

properties. 

 

124.  "Street Pavement" - The wearing or exposed surface of the roadway used by 

vehicular traffic. 

 

125.  "Street Width"  - The width of the right-of-way, measured at right angles to the 

centerline of the street. 

 

126.  "Story"  - That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor 



and the surface of the floor next above, including below ground portions of earth 

sheltered buildings. 
 

127.   "Story, Half"  - A story under a gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the wall plates of 

which on at least two opposite exterior walls are not more than two (2) feet above 

the floor of such story. 

 

l28.   "Structure"  - Anything constructed, the use of which requires more or less 

permanent location on the ground, or attached to something having a permanent 

location on the ground. 

 

l29.  "Structural Alteration"  - Any change in the supporting members of a building 

such as bearing walls, columns, beams, or girders, or any change in the roof or in 

any exterior walls. 

 

130.  "Subdivision"  - The division or redivision of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into 

two or more lots either by plat or by metes and bounds description. 
 

131.  "Townhouse"  - A single family building attached by party walls with other single 

family buildings, and oriented so that all exits open to the outside. 

 

132.  "Use"  - The purpose or activity for which the land or building thereon is 

designated, arranged, or intended, or for which it is occupied, utilized, or 

maintained. 

 

133.  "Use, Accessory" - A use subordinate to and serving the principal use or structure 

on the same lot and customarily incidental thereto. 

 

134.  "Use, Non-Conforming"  - Use of land, buildings, or structures legally existing 

on the effective date of this Chapter which does not comply with all the 

regulations and performance standards of a particular district. 
 

135. "Use, Permitted"  - A public or private use which of itself conforms with the 

purposes, objective, requirements, regulations, and performance standards of a 

particular district. 

 

136.  "Use, Principal"  - The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from 

subordinate or accessory use.  A "principal use" may be either permitted or 

conditional. 

 

137. "Use, Conditional"  - See Conditional Use. 

 

138.  "Variance"  - A modification or variation of the provisions of this Chapter where 

it is determined that by reason of special and unusual circumstances relating to a 

specific lot, that strict application of this Chapter would cause undue hardship. 

 

139.  "Wetland"  - Land which is annually subject to periodic or continual inundation 

by water and commonly referred to as bog, swamp, or marsh. 



 

140.   "Yard"  - A required open space on a lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed 

by a structure from its lowest level to the sky except as permitted in this Chapter.  

The yard extends along the lot line at right angles to such regulations for the 

zoning district in which such lot is located.  For earth sheltered buildings and 

buildings covered with earth berm, the line of the building is measured from the 

exterior surface of the building regardless of whether it is above or below grade. 

 

141.  "Yard, Rear"  - The portion of the yard on the same lot with the principal 

building located between the rear line of the building and the rear lot line and 

extending for the full width of the lot. 

 

142.   "Yard, Side"  - The yard extending along the side lot line between the front yard 

and rear yards to a depth or width required by setback regulations for the zoning 

district in which such lot is located. 

 

143.   "Yard, Front"  - A yard extending along the full width of the front lot line 

between side lot lines and extending from the abutting street right-of-way line to 

depth required in the setback regulations for the zoning district in which such lot 

is located. 

 

144.  "Zoning  Administrator"  - The duly appointed person charged with enforcement 

of this Chapter. 

 

145.  "Zoning Amendment"  - A change authorized by the City either in the allowed 

use with a district or in the boundaries of a district. 

 

146.   "Zoning District"  - An area or areas within the limits of the City for which the 

regulations and requirements governing use are uniform as defined by this 

Chapter. 

 

147.  ñUtility Shedò ï An accessory structure of 120 square feet or less. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 116, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  8-12-2013 
 

 SEC. 4.11.  ADMINISTRATION.  

 

 Subd. l.  Zoning Administrator.  The Zoning Administrator for the City shall be 

appointed or hired by the Council and shall have the power and duty to enforce this 

Chapter. 

 

 Subd. 2. Zoning Administrator, Specific Powers and Duties.  The Zoning 

Administrator shall enforce this Chapter and shall perform the following duties: 

 

A.   Issue occupancy and other permits, and make and maintain records thereof. 

 

B.   Conduct inspections of buildings and use of land to determine compliance with 



the terms of this Chapter. 
 

C.   Maintain permanent and current records of this Chapter, including, but not limited 

to: all maps, amendments, and conditional uses, variances, appeals, and 

applications therefore. 

 

D.   Receive, file, and forward all applications for appeals, variances, conditional uses 

or other matters to the designated official bodies. 

 

E.   Review proposed development to assure that all necessary permits have been 

received from those governmental agencies from which approval is required by 

County, Federal or State law, including Section 404 of the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act Amendments of l972, 33 U.S.C. l334. 
 

 Subd. 3.  Compliance Required.  It shall be the duty of all property owners, architects, 

contractors, subcontractors, builders and other persons involved in the use of property, the 

erecting, altering, changing or remodeling of any building or structure, including tents 

and mobile homes, before beginning or undertaking any such use or work, to see that 

such work does not conflict with and is not in violation of the provisions of this Chapter, 

and any such property owner, architect, building, contractor or other person using 

property, or doing or performing any such work and in violation of the provisions of this 

Chapter shall be held accountable for such violation. 
 

 Subd. 4.  Zoning Certificate.  It is unlawful for any person to use, occupy or permit the 

use or occupancy of any building or premises or part thereof hereafter created, erected, 

changed, converted, altered or enlarged in its use or structure until a zoning certificate 

shall have been issued by the Zoning Administrator stating that the use of the building or 

land conforms to the requirements of this Chapter.  Where a non-conforming use or 

structure is extended or substantially altered, the zoning certificate shall specifically state 

the manner in which the non-conforming structure or use differs from the provisions of 

this Chapter. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Violations.  Any property, building or structure being used, erected, 

constructed or reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted or maintained in a manner not 

permitted by this Chapter, shall be prohibited.  The Council or the Zoning Administrator 

may institute appropriate actions or proceedings to prevent, restrain, correct or abate such 

violations or threatened violations. 
 

 SEC. 4.12.  ZONING PROCEDURES. 

 

 Subd. 1.  Zoning Amendments.  The Council may adopt amendments to this Chapter 

and the zoning map in relation both to land uses within a particular district or to the 

location of a district line. Such amendments shall not be issued indiscriminately, but shall 

only be used as a means to reflect changes in the goals and policies of the City as 

reflected in the Comprehensive Plan or changes in conditions in the City. 

 

 A.   Kinds of Amendments. 

 



l)   A change in a district's boundary (rezoning). 

2)   A change in a district's regulations. 

3)   A change in any other provision of this Chapter. 

 

B. Initiation of Proceedings. Proceedings for amending this Chapter shall be 

initiated by at least one of the following three methods: 

 

1)   By petition of an owner or owners of property which is proposed to be 

rezoned, or for which district regulation changes are proposed. 

 

2)   By recommendation of the Planning Commission. 

 

3)   By action of the Council. 

 

C.   Required Exhibits for Rezoning or District Regulation Changes Initiated by 

Property Owners: 

 

1)   A preliminary building and site development plan. The Council may also 

require a boundary survey of the property. 

 

2)   Evidence of ownership or enforceable option on the property. 

  

D.   Procedure.  The procedure for a property owner to initiate a rezoning or district 

regulation change applying to this property is as follows: 

 

l)   The property owner or his agent shall meet with the Zoning Administrator 

to explain his situation, learn the procedures, and obtain an application 

form. 
 

2)   The applicant shall file the completed application form together with 

required exhibits with the Zoning Administrator and shall pay a filing fee 

as established by the Council. 

 

3)  The Zoning Administrator shall transmit the application and required 

exhibits to the Planning Commission and shall notify all property owners 

within the affected zone and within 350 feet of the outer boundaries of the 

property in question; however, failure of any property owner to receive 

such notification shall not invalidate the proceedings. 

 

4)   The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and shall 

have notices of such hearing published in the legal newspaper at least 

once, not less than ten (l0) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to 

said hearing.  The Council may waive the mailed notice requirements for 

a City-wide amendment to this Chapter initiated by the Planning 

Commission or the Council. 

 

5)   The Planning Commission shall hold the public hearing and then shall 

recommend to the Council within thirty (30) days, one of three actions - 



approval, denial or conditional approval. 

 

6)   The Council shall act upon the application within thirty (30) days after 

receiving the recommendation of the Planning Commission. 
 

7)   No application of a property owner for an amendment to the text of this 

Chapter or the zoning map shall be considered by the Planning 

Commission within the one year period following a denial of such request, 

except the Planning Commission may permit a new application if, in the 

opinion of the Planning Commission, new evidence or a change of 

circumstances warrant it. 

 

 Subd. 2. Conditional Use Permits. The purpose of a conditional use is to permit a use 

that would not be appropriate generally but may be allowed with appropriate restrictions 

upon a finding that (l) certain conditions as detailed in this Chapter exist, and (2) the use 

or development conforms to the Comprehensive Plan, and (3) is compatible with the 

existing area. 
 

A. Criteria for Granting Conditional Use Permits.  In granting a conditional use  

permit,  the  Planning Commission  shall consider the effect of the proposed use 

on the Comprehensive Plan and upon the health, safety, and general welfare of 

occupants of surrounding lands.  Among other things, the Planning Commission 

shall make the following finding where applicable: 

 

l)   The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, 

streets and other public facilities which serve or are proposed to serve the 

area. 

 

2)   The use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or 

screening from adjacent residentially zoned or used land so that existing 

homes will not be depreciated in value and there will be no deterrence to 

development of vacant land. 

 

3)   The structure and site shall have an appearance that will not have an 

adverse effect upon adjacent residential properties. 

 

4)   The use, in the opinion of the Board of Adjustment, is reasonably related 

to the overall needs of the City and to the existing land use. 

 

5)   The use is consistent with the purposes of this Chapter and the purposes of 

the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed 

use. 

 

6) The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan of the City. 

 

7) The use will not cause traffic hazard or congestion. 

 

B.   Additional Conditions. 



 

l)   In permitting a new conditional use or in the alternative of an existing 

conditional use, the Council may impose, in addition to these standards 

and requirements expressly specified by this Chapter, additional 

conditions which the Council considers necessary to protect the best 

interest of the surrounding area or the community as a whole.  These 

conditions may include, but are not limited to the following: 

 

(a)  Increasing the required lot size or yard dimension. 

(b)  Limiting the height, size or location of buildings. 

(c)  Controlling the location and number of vehicle access points. 

(d)   Increasing the street width. 

(e)  Increasing the number of required off-street parking spaces. 

(f)   Limiting the number, size, location or lighting of signs. 

(g) Requiring diking, fencing, screening, landscaping or other 

facilities to protect adjacent or nearby property. 

(h)  Designating sites for open space. 

(i)   Establish a time limit. 

 

2)  The Zoning Administrator shall maintain a record of all conditional use 

permits issued including information on the use, location and conditions 

imposed by the Council; time limits, review dates, and such other 

information as may be appropriate. 
 

C.   Required Exhibits for Conditional Use Permits. 

 

l)   Copy of full legal description. 

  

2)   A preliminary building and site development plan.  The Council may also 

require a boundary survey of the property. 

 

3)   Evidence of ownership or enforceable option on the property. 

 

D.   Procedure. The procedure for obtaining a conditional use permit is as follows: 

 

l)   The property owner or his agent shall meet with the Zoning Administrator 

to explain his situation, learn the procedures, and obtain an application 

form. 

 

2)   The applicant shall file the completed application form together with 

required exhibits with the Zoning Administrator and shall pay a filing fee 

as established by the Council. 

 

3)  The Zoning Administrator shall transmit the application and required 

exhibits to the Planning Commission and shall notify all property owners 

within 350 feet of the outer boundaries of the property in question; 

however, failure of any property owner to receive such notification shall 

not invalidate the proceedings. 



 

4)   The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and shall 

have notice of such hearing published at least once in the legal newspaper, 

not less than ten (l0) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to said 

hearing.  
 

5)   The Planning Commission shall hold the public hearing and then shall 

study the application to determine possible adverse effects of the proposed 

conditional use and to determine what additional requirements may be 

necessary to reduce such adverse effect.  The Planning Commission shall 

recommend to the Council within thirty (30) days, one of three actions - 

approval, denial or conditional approval. 

 

6)   Revocation of Conditional Use Permits.  Where a conditional use permit 

has been issued pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter, such permit 

shall become null and void without further action by the Council unless 

work thereon commences within six (6) months of the date granting such 

conditional use.  The conditional use permit shall not be assignable.  A 

conditional use permit shall be deemed to authorize only one particular 

use and shall expire if that use shall cease for more than six (6) 

consecutive months. 

 

7)   In the event that the applicant violates any of the conditions set forth in 

the permit, the Council shall have the authority to revoke the conditional 

use permit. 
 

8)  No application of a property owner for a conditional use shall be 

considered by the Planning Commission within a one year period 

following a denial of such request, except the Planning Commission may 

permit a new application if, in its opinion, new evidence or a change of 

circumstances warrant it. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Variances. 
 

A.   Criteria for Granting Variances.   A variance to the provisions of this Chapter 

may be issued by the Council to provide relief to the landowner in those cases 

where this Chapter imposes undue hardship or practical difficulties to the 

property owner in the use of this land.  No use variances may be issued. A 

variance may be granted only in the event that all the following circumstances 

exist: 

 

l)  Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances apply to the properties which 

do not apply generally to other properties in the same zone or vicinity and 

result from lot size or shape, topography or other circumstances over 

which the owners of property since the effective date of this Chapter have 

had no control. 

 

2)   The literal interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter would deprive 



the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same 

district under the terms of this Chapter. 

 

3)   That the special conditions or circumstances do not result from the actions 

of the applicant. 

  

4)   That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any 

special privilege that is denied by this Chapter to owners of other lands, 

structures or buildings in the same district. 

 

5)  That the variance requested is the minimum variance which would 

alleviate the hardship.  Economic conditions alone shall not be considered 

a hardship. 

 

6) The variance would not be materially detrimental to the purpose of this 

Chapter, or to other property in the same zone. 

 

7)   The Council may impose such restrictions and conditions upon the 

premises benefited by a variance as may be necessary to comply with the 

standards established by this Chapter, or to reduce or minimize the effect 

of such variance upon other properties in the neighborhood, and to better 

carry out the intent of the variance.  No variance shall permit a lower 

degree of flood protection than the Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation 

for the particular area or permit standards lower than those required by 

Federal, State or local law. 

 

B.   Required Exhibits for Variances. 

 

l)   Copy of full legal description. 

 

2)   A preliminary building and site development plan.  The Planning 

Commission may also require a boundary survey of the property. 

 

3)   Evidence of ownership or enforceable option on the property. 

 

C.   Procedure.  The procedure for obtaining a variance from the regulations of this 

Chapter are as follows: 

l)   The property owner or his agent shall meet with the Zoning Administrator 

to explain his situation, learn the procedures, and obtain an application 

form. 

 

2)  The applicant shall file the completed application form together with 

required exhibits with the Zoning Administrator and shall pay a filing fee 

as established by the Council. 

 

3)   The Zoning Administrator shall transmit the application to the Planning 

Commission for review and shall notify all property owners within 350 

feet of the outer boundaries of the property in question; however, failure 



of any property owner to receive such notification shall not invalidate the 

proceedings. 
 

4)   The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and shall 

have notice of such hearing published at least once in the legal newspaper, 

not less than ten (l0) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to said 

hearing. 

 

5)   The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed 

variance and shall make a recommendation to the Council to approve or 

deny within thirty (30) days after the public hearing. 

 

6)  The Council shall act to approve or deny within thirty (30) days after 

receiving the recommendation of the Planning Commission. 

 

Subd. 4.  Interim Use Permit. 

 

A. Purpose and Intent.  The purpose and intent of allowing interim uses is: 

1) To allow a use for a temporary period of time until a permanent location is 

obtained or while the permanent location is under construction. 

2) To allow a use that is presently judged acceptable by the City Council, but 

that with anticipated development or redevelopment, will not be 

acceptable in the future or will be replaced in the future by a permitted or 

conditional use allowed within the respective district. 

3) To allow a use which is reflective of anticipated long-range change to an 

area and which is in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan provided 

that said use maintains harmony and compatibility with surrounding uses 

and is in keeping with the architectural character and design standards of 

existing uses and development. 

 

B. Procedure. An interim use permit shall require that same application, supporting 

documentation, and fees as established for Conditional Use Permits in Section 

4.12, Subd. 2. 

 

C. Criteria.  The following criteria shall be used to evaluate interim use permit 

applications. 

 

1) The general performance standards identified in Section 4.12, Subd. 2 

(Conditional Use Permits) of this Chapter. 

2) The date or event that will terminate the use shall be identified with 

certainty. 

3) The use shall not impose additional unreasonable costs on the public. 

4) The user agrees to any conditions that the City Council deems appropriate 

for permission of the use. 

 

D. Termination . An interim use shall terminate upon the happening of any of the 

following events, whichever occurs first: 

1) Upon the date or event stated in the permit. 



2) Upon change in the Zoning Ordinance that renders the use non-

conforming. 

3) The redevelopment of the use and property upon which it is located to a 

permitted or conditional use as allowed within the respective zoning 

district. 

 

E. Revocation. If an approved interim use permit is in violation of this Chapter or 

the conditions of permit approval, or if the use for which the permit is issued is 

discontinued for a period of 30 days, the City may revoke the interim use permit. 

The City shall conduct a public hearing to consider the revocation of an interim 

use permit. Notifications shall be distributed and published according to Section 

4.12, Subd. 2(D). The public hearing shall be conducted by the Planning 

Commission, which shall make a recommendation to the City Council. In 

considering revocation, the Planning Commission and the City Council shall 

consider compliance with the approved condition of the interim use permit, the 

standards established by this subdivision, and if the use has been discontinued. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 104, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  2-13-2012 

 

 SEC. 4.13.  ENFORCEMENT.  The Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector shall 

enforce the provisions of this Chapter through the proper legal channels. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 4.l4 through 4.l9, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 4.20.  PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT.  
 

Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The Planned Unit Development (PUD) provisions are intended to 

encourage more efficient use of land, public services and greater amenity by allowing, 

under certain circumstances, a more flexible means of land development or 

redevelopment than is otherwise afforded through the strict enforcement of the zoning 

requirements of certain districts through lot-by-lot development. Although Planned Unit 

Developments may appear to deviate in certain aspects from a literal interpretation of the 

zoning and subdivision ordinances, the PUD and its accompanying guidelines are 

intended to allow flexibility in design in order to promote developments which will be an 

asset to the City by equaling or surpassing the quality of developments resulting from the 

application of more conventional zoning regulations. A PUD is an overlay district in 

which the primary use is one that is listed as permitted or conditional in the underlying 

zoning district where the PUD is located. 
 

Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses.   All permitted and conditional uses listed in a specific district 

are allowed as planned unit developments. Where residential units are provided as part of 

a planned unit development, regardless of the specific district, they may be of one-family 

attached, one-family detached, townhouse, or clustered or multiple-family type 

construction. Mixed use planned unit developments are permitted and encouraged 



provided they meet the intent and purpose for which a planned unit development is 

designed. Uses not listed as permitted or conditional in a specific district shall not be 

allowed in a planned unit development unless it is found that the use is complementary to 

the functionality of the development and the other uses found therein. 

 

Subd. 3.  Authority to Modify Regulations. The City Council shall have the authority in 

approving any planned unit development to change, alter, modify, or waive any provision 

of this Chapter or the subdivision regulations as they apply to the proposed planned unit 

development. No such change, alteration, modification or waiver shall be approved unless 

the City Council shall find that the proposed planned unit development: 

 

A. Will achieve the purpose for which a planned unit development may be approved 

pursuant to this Section. 

 

B. Will not violate the general purpose, goals, and objectives of this Chapter and of 

any plans adopted by the Planning Commission and the City Council. 

 

Subd. 4.  General Requirements. A conditional use permit shall be required of all 

Planned Unit Developments. The City may approve the Planned Unit Development only 

if it finds that the development satisfies all of the following standards in addition to 

meeting the requirements of conditional use permit provisions: 

 

A. The Planned Unit Development is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan of the 

City. 

 

B. The Planned Unit Development is an effective and unified treatment of the 

development possibilities in the project site and the development plan provides for 

the preservation of unique natural amenities such as streams, stream banks, 

wooded cover, rough terrain, and similar areas. 

 

C. The Planned Unit Development can be planned and developed to harmonize with 

any existing or proposed development in the areas surrounding the project site. 
 

D. Financing is available to the application on conditions and in an amount that is 

sufficient to assure completion of the Planned Unit Development. 

 

E. The proposed primary use is either permitted or a conditional use in the zoning 

district in which the proposed planned unit development is located. 

 

Subd. 5.   Types and Restrictions. The following restrictions shall apply: 

 

A. A PUD in which more than 50% of the development is residential in nature shall 

be known as a PUD Residential Development and shall be subject to the following 

in addition to other regulations of this ordinance which apply: 

 

1) In open land areas or areas surrounded to a major extent by developed 

land, no PUD Residential Development project area shall be less than the 

minimum lot size required in the zoning district in which the land is 



located. 

 

2)  A minimum of 30% of the PUD Residential Development project area is 

recommended to be maintained in green space consisting of vegetative 

plantings such as grass, trees, shrubs or flowers. No portion of sidewalks, 

boulevard, or paved areas should be considered in calculating the green 

space. 

 

B. A PUD in which more than 50% of the development is commercial in nature shall 

be known as a PUD Commercial Development and shall be subject to the 

following in addition to other regulations of this ordinance which apply: 

 

1)   In open land areas or areas surrounded to a major extent by developed 

land, no PUD Commercial Development shall be less than the minimum 

lot size required in the zoning district in which the land is located. 

 

2)  A minimum of 15% of the PUD Commercial Development project areas 

is recommended to be maintained in green space consisting of vegetative 

plantings such as grass, trees, shrubs or flowers. No portion of sidewalks, 

boulevard, or paved areas should be considered in calculating the green 

space. 

 

C.  A PUD in which more than 50% of the development is industrial in nature shall be 

known as a PUD Industrial Development and shall be subject to the following in 

addition to other regulations of this ordinance which apply: 

 

1) In open land areas or areas surrounded to a major extent by developed 

land, no PUD Industrial Development shall be less than the minimum lot 

size required in the zoning district in which the land is located. 

 

2) A minimum of 10% of the PUD Industrial Development project areas is 

recommended to be maintained in green space consisting of vegetative 

plantings such as grass, trees, shrubs or flowers. No portion of sidewalks, 

boulevard, or paved areas should be considered in calculating the green 

space. 

 

Subd. 6. Coordination with Subdivision Regulations. It is the intent of this Chapter 

that subdivision review under the Subdivision Regulations, if any, be carried out 

simultaneously with the review of a Planned Unit Development under this Section. The 

Plans required under this Section must be submitted in a form which will satisfy the 

requirements of the subdivision regulations, if any, for the preliminary and final plans 

required under these regulations. 

 

Subd. 7.  Pre-Application Meeting. Prior to the submission of any plan to the Planning 

Commission, the applicant shall meet with the Zoning Administrator, and if necessary, 

with the Planning Commission to discuss the contemplated project relative to community 

development objectives for the area in questions and to learn the procedural steps for a 

conditional use permit and, if necessary, a preliminary plat. The applicant may submit a 



simple sketch plan at this stage for informal review and discussion. The applicant is urged 

to avail himself or herself of the advice and assistance of the planning staff to facilitate 

the review of the outline plan and preliminary plat. 

 

Subd. 8.  Preliminary Development Plan. An applicant shall make an application for a 

conditional use permit following the procedural steps as set forth in this Chapter. In 

addition to the criteria and standards set froth in this Chapter for the granting of the 

conditional use permits, the following additional findings shall be made before the 

approval of the outline development plan. 

 

A.   The proposed Planned Unit Development (PUD) is in conformance with the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

 

B.   The uses proposed will not have an undue and adverse impact on the reasonable 

enjoyment of neighboring property, and will not be detrimental to potential 

surrounding uses. 
 

C.   Each phase of the proposed development, as it is proposed to be completed, is of 

sufficient size, composition, and arrangement that its construction, marketing, and 

operation of dwelling units and common open space are balanced and coordinated. 

 

D.   The PUD will not create an excessive burden on parks, schools, streets, and other 

public facilities and utilities which are proposed to serve the district. 

 

E.   The proposed total development is designed in such a manner as to form a 

desirable and unified environment within its own boundaries. 
 

1)   Preliminary Development Plan Documentation. The following exhibits 

shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator by the proposed developer 

as part of the application of a conditional use permit. 

 

a.    An explanation of the character and need for the Planned Unit 

Development and the manner in which it has been planned to take 

advantage of the Planned Unit Development regulations. 

 

b. A statement of proposed financing of the PUD. 

 

c.  A statement of the present ownership of all the land included 

within the Planned Unit Development and a list of property owners 

within 350 feet of the outer boundaries of the property. 
 

d.   A general indication of the expected schedule of development 

including sequential phasing and time schedules. 

 

e.  A map giving the legal description of the property including 

approximate total acreage and also indicating existing property 

lines and dimensions, ownership of all parcels, platting, easement, 

street rights-of-way, utilities, and buildings for the property, and 



for the area 350 feet beyond. 

 

f.  Natural features map of the property area and area 350 feet beyond 

showing contour lines at no more than two (2) foot intervals, 

drainage patterns, wetlands, vegetation, soil and subsoil conditions. 

 

g.  A map indicating proposed land uses including housing units and 

type, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, and open space uses. 

 

h.  Full description as to how all necessary governmental services will 

be provided to the development including sanitary sewers, storm 

sewers, water system, streets, and other public utilities. 

 

2) Preliminary Plat.  The applicant shall also submit a preliminary plat and 

all the necessary documentation as required under the Subdivision 

Regulations, if any, of all or that portion of the project to be platted. For 

purposes of administrative simplification, the public hearings required for 

the conditional use permit and preliminary plat may be combined into one 

hearing or may be held concurrently. 

 

3) Preliminary Plan Review. The Zoning Administrator shall review the 

preliminary plan and within 10 business days after receiving the 

application shall notify the applicant in writing if the application is not 

complete and what additional information is required. Within 30 days of 

receipt of the application, the Zoning Administrator shall present the 

application to the Planning and Zoning Commission and request that a 

public hearing be held on the preliminary plan. The Planning and Zoning 

Commission shall then hold a public hearing following proper notice 

procedures for the hearing. At the conclusion of the public hearing, the 

Planning and Zoning Commission shall either approve, conditionally 

approve, or deny the preliminary plan conditional use permit. 

 

 Subd. 9.   Final Development Plan.  
 

A.   Applicant Submission of Final Plan. Within ninety (90) days following the 

approval of the preliminary development plan with recommended modifications, 

if any, and the preliminary plat, if necessary, the applicant shall file with the 

Zoning Administrator a final development plan containing in final form the 

information required in the preliminary development plan plus any changes 

recommended by the Planning Commission or the City Council as a result of the 

public hearing. The applicant shall also submit a final plat for all of that portion to 

be platted.  

 

B.   Review of Final Plan by Planning and Zoning Commission. The Zoning 

Administrator shall submit the final development plan and the final plat to the 

Planning Commission and other applicable agencies for review. The Planning 

Commission shall hold a public hearing on the final plat and shall recommend 

approval, conditional approval, or denial of the final plan. 



 

C. City Council Approval of Final Plan. If the final development plan is approved 

by the Council, the Zoning Administrator shall issue a conditional use permit to 

the applicant. 

 

Subd. 10.  Amendment of Final Plan.  

 

A.  Minor Structural Changes. Minor changes in the location, placement, and 

heights of buildings or structures may be authorized by the Zoning Administrator 

if required by engineering or other circumstances not foreseen at the time the final 

plan was approved.  

 

B.  Other Changes. Approval of the Planning Commission and City Council shall be 

required for other changes such as rearrangement of lots, blocks, and building 

tracts. These changes shall be consistent with the purpose and intent of the 

approved Final Development Plan. 

 

C.  Application for Amendment. To request any amendments requiring the approval 

of the Planning Commission or City Council, the applicant shall submit to the 

City an application and plans showing all proposed changes. The application shall 

include such information as may be required by the Zoning Administrator and 

Planning Commission. A public hearing shall be held by the Planning 

Commission following proper notice procedures for public hearings. The 

Planning Commission shall make recommendation to the City Council to either 

approve, conditionally approve, or deny the request to amend the final plan. The 

City Council shall then take action on the request. Any changes approved by the 

City Council shall be by resolution as an amendment to the final plan. 

 

Subd. 11.  Enforcement of Development Schedule. The construction and provisions of 

all of the common open spaces and public and recreational facilities which are shown on 

the final development plan must proceed at the same rate as the construction of dwelling 

units at least once every six months following the approval of the final development plan.  

The Zoning Administrator shall review all of the construction which has taken place on 

the site. If he shall find that the rate of construction of dwelling units is faster than the rate 

at which common open spaces and public and recreational facilities have been 

constructed and provided, he shall forward this information to the Council, which may 

revoke the conditional use permit. If the developer or landowners fail to complete the 

open spaces and recreational areas within sixty (60) days after the completion of the 

remainder of the project, the City may finish the open space areas and assess the cost 

back to the developer or landowner.   
 

Subd. 12.  Standards for Common or Public Open Space. No open area may be 

accepted as common open space under the provisions of this Chapter unless it meets the 

following standards. 

 

A.  The location, shape, size, and character of the common open space must be 

suitable for the Planned Development. 

 



B.  Common open space must be used for amenity or recreational purposes. The uses 

authorized for the common open space must be appropriate to the scale and 

character of the Planned Unit Development, considering its size, density, expected 

population, topography, and the number and type of dwellings to be provided. 

 

C.  Common open space must be suitable improved fro its intended use, but common 

open space containing natural features worthy of preservation may be left 

unimproved. The buildings, structures and improvements which are permitted in 

the common open space must be appropriate to the uses which are authorized for 

the common open space and must converse and enhance the amenities of the 

common open space having regard to its topography and unimproved condition. 

 

Subd. 13.  Conveyance and Maintenance of Open Space. 

 

A.  All land shown on the final development plan as common open space must be 

conveyed under one of the following methods at the option of the City: 

 

1)   It may be conveyed to a public agency which will agree to maintain the 

common open space and any buildings, structures, or improvements 

which have been placed on it. 

 

2)   It may be conveyed to trustees provided in an indenture establishing an 

association of similar organization for the maintenance of the Planned 

Unit Development. The common open space must be conveyed to the 

trustees subject to covenants to be approved by the Council which restrict 

common open space to the uses specified on the final development plan, 

and which provide for the maintenance of the common open space in a 

manner which assures its continuing use for its intended purpose. 

 

3)   It may be conveyed to the developer either an individual, corporation, or 

limited liability company provided that said developer operates and 

maintains said land and the improvements thereon as an apartment or 

office complex leased to the public for rent and subject to covenants to be 

approved by the council which restrict common open space to the use as 

specified on the final development plan and which provides for the 

maintenance of the common open space in a manner which assures its 

continuing use for its intended purpose. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 54, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  8-13-2002 

 

 (Sections 4.2l through 4.24, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

 SEC. 4.25.  AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (A).  

 

Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The major purpose of this district is to allow existing agricultural and 

conservancy areas in the outlying parts of the City that does not have central sewer 

services.  Limited residential development will be allowed in this district and clustering 



of housing units will be encouraged. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses. 

 

 l)    Single-family residences. 

2)    Farm building and structures.  

3)    Farm drainage and irrigation systems. 

4)    Roadside stands for the sale of agricultural products. 

5)    Historic sites. 

  6)   Public and private riding stables. 

7)    Truck gardens, orchards, nurseries and greenhouses. 

8)    Roadside stands for the sale of farm products produced only on agricultural 

premises. 

9)    Public and parochial schools of general instruction. 

l0)    Churches and similar places of worship and instruction, including parish houses. 

11)    Cemeteries, including mausoleums and crematories. 

l2)   Hospitals, clinics, sanatoriums and charitable institutions for the treatment of 

diseases, nursing and convalescent homes, except correctional or penal 

institutions. 

l3)   Public parks, recreation areas, playgrounds and community centers. 

l4)   Public and private forests and wildlife reservations or similar conservation 

projects. 

l5)   Semi-public recreation areas and center, including country clubs, swimming pools 

and golf courses, but not including such uses as miniature golf courses or practice 

driving tees which are operated for commercial purposes. 

l6)   Essential Services - telephone, telegraph, power lines and necessary appurtenant 

equipment and structures under 35 KV. 

l7)   Signs, subject to the standards set forth in the Sign Regulation of this Chapter. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses. 

 

A.   Any incidental machinery, structure or buildings necessary to the conduct of 

agricultural, single-family residential, and other permitted uses. 

 

B.   Private garages, carports, screen houses, swimming pools and storage buildings 

for uses of occupants of the principal structures. 
 

 Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A. Conditional Uses 

1. Commercial amusement or recreation developments. 

2. Agricultural products and livestock processing plants. 

3. Resort Campgrounds. 

4. Municipal, County, State and Federal government buildings and areas. 

5. Power lines and structures over 35kv. 

6. Radio and television towers and broadcast stations. 

7. Airports and private landing fields. 



8. Sanitary landfills, provided that no sanitary landfill shall be located within 

2,000 feet of a residential district. 

9. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

B. Interim Uses 

1. Home occupations or child care facilities serving twelve (12) or fewer 

persons. 

2. Mining, sand and gravel operations. 

3. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 
 

A.   Height Regulations. 

 

l) The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed two and one-half 

(2-l/2) stories or thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

2)   This height limitation shall not apply to grain elevators, silos, windmills, 

elevator lags, cooling towers, water towers, chimneys and smokestacks, 

church spires. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   The minimum setback shall be forty (40) feet from the right-of-way. 

 

2)   Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or 

highways, there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side 

of each corner lot. 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   Minimum Side Yard - 25 feet. 

2)   Minimum Rear Yard - 50 feet. 

 

D.   Lot Width and Depth Regulations. 

 

l)   Minimum Lot Width - l50 feet. 

 

E. Lot Area Regulations.  The minimum lot size shall be two (2) acres. 

 

F.    Location of Structures.  Structures shall be so located on each lot as to permit 

resubdivision if and when central sewer and water systems become available. 

 

G.   General Requirements.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, sewage 

systems and other regulations as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of 



this Chapter. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 4.26 through 4.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 4.30.  SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-l). 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. The purpose of this district is to allow low-density single-family 

dwelling units in the developing portions of the City where City sewer and water is 

available. All dwelling units in an R-l District shall be required to hook up to City sewers. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses. 

1. One and two-family residential dwellings. 

2. Public recreation including parks and playgrounds. 

3. Historic sites and structures. 

4. Public and parochial schools of general instruction. 

5. Signs, subject to the standards set forth in the Sign Regulation of this Chapter. 

6. Essential Services - telephone, telegraph and power lines and necessary 

appurtenant equipment and structures. 

7. Manufactured/mobile homes.  

8. Churches, chapels, including parish house. 

9. Child care facilities serving twelve (12) or fewer persons. 

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses.  Any incidental structure or buildings necessary to the conduct 

of a permitted use, including private garages, carports, screen houses, swimming pools 

and storage buildings for use of occupants of the principal structures. 

 

Subd 4.  Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A.  Conditional Uses 

1. Multi -family structures. 

2. Cemeteries, memorial gardens and funeral homes. 

3. Boarding or rental or rooms with a maximum of two (2) roomers for each 

residential dwelling. 

4. City buildings and structures including police and fire stations, libraries, 

museums and art galleries. 

5. Nursing homes, hospitals and sanatoria. 

6. Manufactured/mobile home park.  

7. Water supply buildings and reservoirs, elevated tanks and public swimming 

pools. 

8. Planned Unit Development. 

9. Child care facilities serving thirteen (13) or more persons. 

10. Professional offices. 

11. Semi-private recreation areas, clubs, lodges, and centers, including country 

clubs, swimming pools and golf courses, but not including such uses as 

camping area, miniature golf courses or practice tees which are operated for 



commercial purposes. 

12. Bed and breakfast. 

13. State licensed residential care facility. 

14. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

B. Interim Uses. 

1. Home occupations. 

2. Gardening and farming, including nurseries, for the propagation of plants 

only.  

3. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed two 

and one-half (2-l/2) stories or thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

1. The minimum setback shall be twenty-five (25) feet from the right-of-way line. 

2. Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or highways, 

there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side of each corner 

lot. 

 

C.   Rear Yard Regulations.  The minimum rear yard shall be thirty (30) feet.  On 

lots fronting more than one street, a rear yard shall be maintained only if there is a 

utilized alley abutting the property. 

 

D.   Side Yard Regulations.  The minimum side yard shall be eight (8) feet.  On lots 

fronting more than one street, two side yards will be maintained if there is no 

utilized alley abutting the property. 

 

E.   Lot Area.  The minimum lot area shall be 25,000 square feet. 

 

F.   Lot Wid th Regulations.  The minimum lot width shall be eighty (80) feet. 

 

G.   Lot Coverage. The maximum lot coverage of all buildings including accessory 

buildings shall not exceed twenty-five (25%) percent. 

 

H.   General Regulations. Additional requirements for parking, signs, sewage 

systems and other regulations as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of 

this Chapter. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 116, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  8-12-2013 

 



 SEC. 4.31.  SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R -lA). 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. The purpose of this district is to allow low-density single-family 

dwelling units in the developing portions of the City where City sewer and water is 

available. All dwelling units in an R-lA District shall be required to hook up to City 

sewers. 

 

 Subd. 2. Permitted Uses. 

 

l.   One and two-family residential dwellings. 

2.   Public recreation including parks and playgrounds. 

3.   Historic sites and structures. 

4.   Public and parochial schools of general instruction. 

5.   Signs, subject to the standards set forth in the Sign Regulation of this 

Chapter. 

6.   Essential Services - telephone, telegraph and power lines and necessary 

appurtenant equipment and structures. 

7.   Manufactured/mobile homes. 

8. Churches, chapels, including parish house. 

9.  Child care facilities serving twelve (l2) or fewer persons. 

 

Subd. 3. Accessory Uses. Any incidental structure or buildings necessary to the conduct 

of a permitted use, including private garages, carports, screen houses, swimming pools 

and storage buildings for use of occupants of the principal structures. 

 

Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A. Conditional Uses 

1. Multi -family structures. 

2. Cemeteries, memorial gardens and funeral homes. 

3. Boarding or rental of rooms with a maximum of two (2) roomers for each 

residential dwelling. 

4. City buildings and structures, including police and fire station, libraries, 

museums and art galleries. 

5. Nursing homes, hospitals and sanatoria. 

6. Manufactured/mobile home park. 

7. Water supply buildings and reservoirs, elevated tanks and public swimming 

pools. 

8. Planned Unit Development. 

9. Child care facilities serving thirteen (13) or more persons. 

10. Professional Offices. 

11. Semi-private recreation areas, clubs, lodges, and centers, including country 

clubs, swimming pools and golf courses, but not including such uses as 

camping area, miniature golf courses or practice tees which are operated for 

commercial purposes. 

12. Bed and breakfast. 

13. State licensed residential care facilities. 

14. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 



 

B. Interim Uses. 

1. Home occupations. 

2. Gardening and farming, including nurseries, for the propagation of plants 

only.  

3. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed two 

and one-half (2-l/2) stories or thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   The minimum setback shall be twenty-five (25) feet from the right-of-way 

line. 

 

2)   Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or 

highways, there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side 

of each corner lot. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Rear Yard Regulations.  The minimum rear yard shall be thirty (30) feet.  On 

lots fronting more than one street, a rear yard shall be maintained only if there is 

an utilized alley abutting the property. 

 

D.   Side Yard Regulations.  The minimum side yard shall be eight (8) feet.  On lots 

fronting more than one street, two side yards will be maintained if there is no 

utilized alley abutting the property. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

E.   Lot Area.  The minimum lot area shall be l0,000 square feet. 

 

F.   Lot Width Regulations.  The minimum lot width shall be eighty (80) feet. 

 

G.   Lot Coverage.  The maximum lot coverage of all buildings including accessory 

buildings shall not exceed fifty (50%) percent. 

 

H.   General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, sewage 

systems and other regulations as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of 

this Chapter. 



 

 SEC. 4.32.  URBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-2). 

 

Subd. l.  Purpose.  The major purpose of this district is to allow the continuation of 

existing residential development and in filling of existing lots in the older residential 

areas of the City where central sewer and water systems are available. 

 

Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses.  Any permitted use allowed in the R-l District. 

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses.  Any accessory use permitted in the R-l District. 

 

 Subd 4.   Conditional and Interim Uses 

A. Conditional Uses.  Any conditional use permitted under section 4.31 of this code. 

B. Interim Uses.  Any interim use permitted under section 4.31 of this code. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 104, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  2-13-2012 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed two 

and one-half (2-l/2) stories or thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations.  The minimum setback shall be twenty-five (25) feet 

from the right-of-way. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard Regulations. 

 

1)   The minimum side yard shall be 6.0 feet. 

2)   The minimum rear yard shall be 30 feet. 

 

 Lots fronting more than one street shall maintain a yard on each street conforming 

to the requirement for front yard setbacks; side yard setbacks shall be maintained 

from the remaining lot lines except when a lot line is adjacent to an utilized alley 

from which rear yard setbacks shall be maintained. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Lot Area.  The minimum lot area shall be 8,000 square feet. 

 

E.   Lot Width Regulations.  The minimum lot width shall be sixty-six (66) feet. 

 

F.  Lot Coverage.  The maximum lot coverage of all buildings including accessory 

buildings shall not exceed fifty (50%) percent. 



 

G.   General Regulations. Additional requirements for parking, signs, fencing, 

sewage systems and other items as set forth in the Performance Standards Section 

of this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 4.33.  MULTI -FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R -3). 

 

Subd. l. Purpose. The purpose of this district is to allow low-density multi-family 

dwellings (up to 24 units per acre) including apartments and townhouses in appropriate 

areas of the City. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses. 

 

1.   Duplexes. 

2.   Townhouses. 

3.   Apartments. 

4.   Condominiums. 

5.   Public recreation including parks and playgrounds. 

6.   Signs, subject to the standards set forth in the Sign Regulation of this Chapter. 

7.   Essential Services - telephone, telegraph and power lines and necessary 

appurtenant equipment and structures. 

8.   Churches, chapels, temples and synagogues. 

9.   Public and parochial schools of general instruction. 

10.   Single-family residential units. 

11.   Child care facilities serving sixteen (l6) or fewer persons. 

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses.  Any incidental structure or buildings necessary to the conduct 

of a permitted use, including private garages, carports, screen houses, swimming pools 

and storage buildings for use of occupants of the principal structures. 

 

Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A.  Conditional Uses 

1. Cemeteries, memorial gardens and funeral homes. 

2. Boarding or rental of rooms with a maximum of one tenant per unit. 

3. Group homes (state licensed facility). 

4. City buildings and structures including police and fire stations, libraries, 

museums and art galleries. 

5. Planned Unit Development (PUD). 

6. Nursing homes, hospitals and sanatoria. 

7. Manufactured/mobile home parks. 

8. Bed and Breakfast. 

9. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

B. Interim Uses 

1. Home occupations. 

2. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses.  

 



Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 
 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed three 

(3) stories or forty (40) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations.  The minimum setback shall be twenty-five (25) feet 

from the right-of-way. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard Regulations. 

 

1)  The minimum side yard shall be six (6) feet. 

2) The minimum rear yard shall be thirty (30) feet. 

 

 Lots fronting more than one street shall maintain a yard on each street conforming 

to the requirement for front yard setbacks; side yard setbacks shall be maintained 

from the remaining lot lines except when a lot line is adjacent to an utilized alley 

from which rear yard setbacks shall be maintained. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Lot Area and Density Standards.  

 

l)   The minimum lot area for each multi-family dwelling shall be ll,000 

square feet. 

 

2)   The minimum lot area for each townhouse project shall be one (l) acre. 

 

3)   The maximum density shall be twenty-four (24) units per acre. 

 

E.   Minimum Floor Area.   Multi -family dwellings of three or more families. 

 

Efficiency 500 square feet 

 l bedroom 600 square feet 

 2 bedroom  750 square feet 

 3 bedroom  960 square feet 

 

Each additional bedroom shall require 250 square feet of additional minimum 

floor area. 

 

F.   Other Specific Requirements.  Other specific requirements for multi-family 

dwelling units as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this Chapter. 



 

G.   General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, sewage 

systems and other items as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this 

Chapter. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 4.34 through 4.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

 SEC. 4.40.  CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (C-l). 

 

Subd. l.  Purpose.  The purpose of this district is to encourage the continuation of a 

viable downtown area by allowing retail, service, office and entertainment facilities as 

well as public and semi-public uses. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses. 

 

 l.   Commercial establishments offering merchandise or services to the general public 

in return for compensation.  Such establishment to include but not be limited to 

the following: 

 

A)   Retail establishments such as groceries, bakery, department stores, 

hardware, drug, clothing, furniture stores, veterinary supply and 

agricultural feed stores. 

 

B)   Personal services such as laundry, barber, shoe repair shop and 

photography studios. 

 

C)   Restaurants, cafes and supper clubs. 

 

D)   Professional services such as medical and dental clinics, architects and 

attorneys offices. 

 

E)   Repair services such as jewelry, radio and television repair shops and auto 

repair. 

 

F)   Banks, finance, insurance and real estate services. 

 

G)   Entertainment and amusement services such as motion picture theaters, 

bowling alleys, art galleries and dance halls. 

 

H)   Lodging services such as hotel and motel. 

 

I)   Upholstery shops. 

 

 2.   Public and semi-public buildings such as post office, City Hall, fire and police 

stations. 



 

 3.   Private clubs. 

 

 4.   Hospitals and medical centers. 

 

 5.   Automobile parking lots, parking garages, bus stations. 

 

 6.   Automobile and implement sales and service. 

 

 7.   Essential Services - telephone, telegraph and power lines. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses.  Uses incidental to the principal use such as off-street parking 

and loading and unloading areas, storage of merchandise. 

 

 Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A. Conditional Uses 

1. Apartments provided they are not located on the ground floor. For 

purposes of this subdivision, the ground floor shall be defined as any floor 

whose elevation is at within two feet of the average grade elevation at the 

front of the building.  

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 107, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  4-9-2012 

2. Auto body shops and service stations. 

3. On and off-sale liquor establishments. 

4. Light industry such as printing shops that require direct contact with the 

public. 

5. Wholesaling. 

6. Small animal clinics for cats, dogs and other small animals. 

7. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

B.         Interim Uses 

1. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 104, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  2-13-2012 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of any building shall be three (3) 

stories or forty (40) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

l.   No Minimum.   The doors must be recessed so as not to swing out into the 

sidewalk. 

 



2.   Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or 

highways, there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side 

of each corner lot.  (See the Performance Standards Section of this 

Chapter).  No accessory building shall project beyond the front yard of 

either road. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.  Side and Rear Yard Regulations. 

 

1)   Side Yard - No minimum. 

 

2)   Rear Yard - The minimum rear yard shall be twenty (20) feet. 

 

 Lots fronting more than one street shall maintain a yard on each street conforming 

to the requirement for front yard setbacks; side yard setbacks shall be maintained 

from the remaining lot lines except when a lot line is adjacent to a utilized alley 

from which rear yard setbacks shall be maintained. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Lot Area.  No minimum. 

 

E.   Screening and Fencing.  The City may require the screening or fencing of 

commercial uses on side and rear yards which face the Residential Districts. 

 

F.   General Regulations.  Requirements for signs, parking, shopping centers, and 

other regulations as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 4.41. HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (C -2). 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. This district is established to accommodate the type of businesses that 

are oriented to the traveling public or require highway access. To minimize un-

manageable strip development, these districts should only allow the type of businesses 

that absolutely require highway access and exposure. 

  

 Subd. 2. Permitted Uses. 

 

1.   Farm implement dealers. 

2.   Drive-in restaurants. 

3.   Recreation equipment sales. 

4.   Motels and hotels. 

5.   Auto service stations. 

6.   Seasonal produce stand. 

7.   Auto sales lot. 

8.   Cafes and restaurants. 



9.   Bait and sporting goods shops. 

10.   Essential services - telephone, telegraph and power lines. 

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory Uses.  The same accessory uses as permitted in the C-l District. 

 

 Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

 A. Conditional Uses 

1. Mobile Home Sales 

2. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

 B. Interim Uses 

1.   Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 5.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  The maximum height of all buildings shall not exceed two 

and one-half (2-l/2) stories or thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations.  The minimum front yard setback shall be twenty (20) 

feet from the street right-of-way. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   Minimum Side Yard - No minimum. 

2)   Minimum Rear Yard - 20 feet. 

 

3)   No building shall be located closer than fifty (50) feet from any 

Residential District.  Lots fronting more than one street shall maintain a 

yard on each street conforming to the requirement for front yard setbacks; 

side yard setbacks shall be maintained from the remaining lot lines except 

when a lot line is adjacent to an utilized alley from which rear yard 

setbacks shall be maintained. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Screening and Fencing.  The City may require the screening or fencing of 

commercial side and rear yards which abut a Residential District. 

 

E.   General Standards.  Other standards and regulations related to parking, signs, 

etc., as set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this Chapter. 



 

Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 4.42 through 4.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 4.50.  LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I -l). 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. This district is intended to provide for industrial uses that may also be 

suitable located in areas of relatively close proximity to non-industrial development.  As 

such, industries that pose problems of air or noise pollution will be restricted from this 

district. 

 

 Subd. 2. Permitted Uses. 

 

1.   Wholesale business establishments. 

 

2.   Contractors shops, roofing, electrical, paperhanging, ventilating, welding, 

upholstering, fencing, building. 

 

3.   Laboratories for research and quality control. 

 

4.   Public and public utility uses. 

 

5.   The manufacture, compounding, processing, packing or treatment of such 

products as candy, cosmetics, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceutical, toiletries and food 

products except the rendering of fats and oils. 

 

6.   The manufacture of pottery and figurines or other similar ceramic products, using 

only previously pulverized clay, and kilns fired only by electricity or gas. 

 

7.   The manufacture of boats, cameras, electrical appliances, radio and television 

receivers, musical instruments, medical appliances and photographic equipment 

except film. 

 

8.   The manufacture of sporting and athletic equipment, small tools, toys, children's 

vehicles. 

 

9.   Trade schools. 

 

10.   Offices. 

 

11. Animal clinics with no exterior storage. 

 

12.   Essential services - telephone, telegraph and power lines. 

 

 Subd. 3. Accessory Uses. 

 



l.   Off-street parking, storage garage, and buildings and loading as regulated in this 

Chapter. 

 

2.   Building temporarily located for purposes of construction. 

 

3.   Essential security and safety facilities as approved by the Council. 

  

Subd 4. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A. Conditional Uses 

1. Dwellings for watchmen or custodians of industrially used property. 

2. Restaurants, lunch counters, confectioneries to serve the employees of the 

district. 

3. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

B. Interim Uses 

1. Outdoor storage of vehicles or materials or open sales lots. 

2. Any other use of similar character to those listed as permitted uses. 

 

Subd. 5.  Prohibited Uses. 

 

 l.   Distillation of bone, coal, tar, petroleum, grain or wood. 

 

 2.   Manufacturing or bulk storage of explosives. 

 

 3.   Fertilizer manufacturing, compost or storage processing of garbage, offal, dead 

animals, refuse, or rancid fats. 

 

 4.   Livestock feeding yards or slaughter houses, or processing plants. 

 

 5.   Any industry that creates an excessive odor, noise, or air environmental pollution 

problem. 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 6.  Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  No building shall hereafter be erected or structurally altered 

to exceed four (4) stories or forty-five (45) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   The minimum front yard setback shall be fifty (50) feet from the right-of-

way line. 

 

2)   Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or 

highways, there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side 

of each corner lot.  No building shall project beyond the front yard line of 



either road. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard. The minimum side yard shall be twenty (20) feet and rear 

yard fifty (50) feet, except that no building shall be located closer than fifty (50) 

feet from a Residential District.  Lots fronting more than one street shall maintain 

a yard on each street conforming to the requirement for front yard setbacks; side 

yard setbacks shall be maintained from the remaining lot lines except when a lot 

line is adjacent to an utilized alley from which rear yard setbacks shall be 

maintained. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Lot Area. The minimum lot area shall be l5,000 square feet. 

 

E.   Screening and Fencing. The City may require the screening or fencing of 

industrial side and rear yards which abut a Residential District. 

 

F.   General Regulations.  Standards and regulations related to signs, parking, etc., as 

set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 4.51. HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRI CT (I -2). 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. This district is intended to provide for industrial uses that may also be 

suitable located in areas of relatively close proximity to non-industrial development.  As 

such, industries that pose problems of air or noise pollution will be restricted from this 

district. 

 

Subd. 2. Permitted Uses.  No uses are permitted in I-2 Districts.  All intended uses shall 

require a conditional use permit. 

 

Subd 3. Conditional and Interim Uses 

 

A. Conditional Uses 

1. Warehouse, packing and crating establishment, truck yard and terminal. 

2. Storage yards for building material, coal, wood and ice. 

3. Mining and extraction. 

4. Manufacturing, refining and processing of chemicals. 

5. Auto reduction yards and recycling centers. 

6. Sanitary landfills. 

7. Distillation of bone, coal, tar, petroleum, grain or wood. 

8. Manufacturing or bulk storage of explosives. 

9. Fertilizer, manufacturing, compost or storage of processing of garbage, 

offal, dead animals, refuse or rancid fats. 

10. Livestock feeding yard or slaughterhouses, or processing plants. 



11. Any industry that creates an excessive odor, noise, or air environmental 

pollution problem. 

12. Any other use of similar character to those listed as conditional uses. 

 

B. Interim Use 

1. There shall be no interim use permits in the Heavy Industrial District. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 Subd. 4. Performance Standards. 

 

A.   Height Regulations.  No building shall hereafter be erected or structurally altered 

to exceed four (4) stories or forty-five (45) feet. 

 

B.   Front Yard Regulations. 

 

l)   The minimum front yard setback shall be seventy-five (75) feet from the 

right-of-way line. 

 

2)   Where a lot is located at the intersection of two or more roads or 

highways, there shall be a front yard setback on each road or highway side 

of each corner lot.  No building shall project beyond the front yard line of 

either road. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

C.   Side and Rear Yard.  The minimum side yard shall be forty (40) feet and rear 

yard seventy-five (75) feet, except that no building shall be located closer than 

fifty (50) feet from a Residential District.  Lots fronting more than one street shall 

maintain a yard on each street conforming to the requirement for front yard 

setbacks; side yard setbacks shall be maintained from the remaining lot lines 

except when a lot line is adjacent to a utilized alley from which rear yard setbacks 

shall be maintained. 

 

  Source:  Ordinance No. 26, 2nd Series 

  Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

D.   Lot Area.  The minimum lot area shall be 25,000 square feet. 

 

E.   Screening and Fencing.  The City may require the screening or fencing of 

industrial side and rear yards which abut a Residential District. 

 

F. General Regulations.  Standards and regulations related to signs, parking, etc., as 

set forth in the Performance Standards Section of this Chapter. 

 

 



Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

(Sections 4.52 through 4.54, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 4.55.  CONSERVANCY DISTRICT (C). 

 

 Subd. l.  Purpose.  The purpose of this district is intended to provide for open space, and 

recreational purposes that does not detract from its natural features. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses. 

 

l.   Harvesting of wild crops such as fruits, hay, berries, rice. 

2.   Fishing, scenic, historic, scientific and wildlife preserve. 

3.   Public and private parks and picnic areas. 

4.   Hiking trails, bridle paths and ski trails. 

5.   Recreation related structures not requiring basements. 

6.   General farming, provided no filling, drainage or dredging takes place and that no 

farm buildings are constructed. 

7.   Regulatory signs not over six (6) square feet. 

8.   Essential services - telephone, telegraph and power lines. 

 

Subd. 3. Accessory Uses. Uses incidental to the principal uses, such as off-street parking. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Conditional Uses. 

 

l.   Filling, draining and dredging. 

2.   Farm structures. 

3.   Single-family residence. 

4.   Dams and power plants. 

5.   Flowage, ponds and relocation of water courses. 

6.   Removal of top soil and peat. 

7.   Campgrounds. 

8.   Manufactured mobile home parks. 

9.   Home occupations. 

l0.   Any other use of similar character to those listed under permitted uses. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 125, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-14-2014 

 

 (Sections 4.56 through 4.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 4.60.  PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

 

Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The performance standards established in this Section are designed 

to encourage a high standard of development by providing assurance that neighboring 

land uses will be compatible.  The performance standards are designed to prevent and 

eliminate those conditions that cause blight or are detrimental to environment.  All future 



development in all districts shall be required to meet these standards and the standards 

shall also apply to existing development where so stated.  Before any building permit is 

approved, the Zoning Administrator shall determine whether the proposed use will 

conform to the performance standards.  The developer or landowners shall supply data 

necessary to demonstrate such conformance.  Such data may include a description of 

equipment to be used, hours of operation, method of refuse disposal, and type and 

location of exterior storage. 

 

Subd. 2.  Solar Energy Systems and Solar and Earth-Sheltered Structures. 

A. Solar energy systems shall be a permitted use in agricultural and industrial 

districts and shall be a permitted accessory use in residential and commercial 

districts provided the system is in compliance with minimum lot requirements 

and setbacks. Solar and earth-sheltered structures shall be a permitted use in 

all districts provided the system is in compliance with minimum lot 

requirements and setbacks. 

 

B. Solar energy systems and solar and earth-sheltered structures may be 

exempted from setback, height, and lot coverage restrictions in all districts by 

variance. 

 

C. In a residential district it is unlawful for the owner, occupier, or person in  

control of property to allow vegetation or structures to be placed or planted so 

as to cast a shadow on a solar energy system which is greater than the shadow 

cast by a hypothetical wall ten (l0) feet high located along the boundary line 

of said property between the hours of 9:30 A.M. and 2:30 P.M., Central 

Standard time on December 2l; provided, however, this standard shall not 

apply to vegetation or structures which casts a shadow upon the solar energy 

system at the time of installation of said solar energy system or to vegetation 

existing at the time of installation of said solar energy system.  Violation of 

this standard shall constitute a private nuisance, and any owner or occupant 

whose solar energy system is shaded because of such violation, so that 

performance of the system is impaired, may have in tort for the damages 

sustained thereby and may have such nuisance abated. 

  

D. As a means of evidencing existing conditions, the owner of a solar energy 

system may file notarized photographs of the affected area within the City 

prior to installation of said system. 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 142, 2nd Series 

 Effective Date:  9-26-18 

 

 

 Subd. 3.  Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS). 

 

A.   Conditional Use Permit.  Each Wind Energy Conversion System shall require a 

conditional use permit. 

  

B.   Plans.  Each application for a conditional use permit shall be accompanied by a 



dimensional representation of the tower including the conversion system, base, 

and footings and an accurate plan containing the following information: 

 

l)   Property lines. 

2)   Proposed location of tower on site. 

3)   Location of all existing structures on site. 

4)   All above ground utility lines. 

5)   All underground utility lines within a radius equal to the proposed WECS 

height. 

6)   Boundaries of all adjacent utility easements or reversed areas. 

 

C.   WECS Height.  The total height of the tower (including any portion of the rotor 

or axis extending above the tower) shall not exceed the horizontal distance 

between the base of the tower and the nearest lot line or building line.  Except, the 

horizontal distance may extend beyond the nearest lot line or building line 

provided there are not overhead utility lines or easements therefore or if the 

abutting area is a public alleyway.  Furthermore, the Council may allow the height 

requirements to be exceeded provided it is satisfied that the proposed structure 

will withstand the windloads in the area.  As evidence of this, the Council shall 

require the following information: 

 

l)   Dimensional representation of the various structural components of the 

tower construction including the base and footings; 

 

2)   Design data which shall indicate basis of design, including manufacturer's 

dimensional drawings, installation and operation instructions; 

 

3)  Certification by an independent Registered Professional Engineer or 

sufficient to withstand wind load requirements for structures as 

established by provisions of the Minnesota State Building Code. 

  

D.   Tower Access.  Climbing access to the WECS tower shall be limited either by 

means of a fence six (6) feet high around the tower base with a locking portal, or 

by limiting tower climbing apparatus to no lower than twelve (l2) feet from the 

ground. 

 

E.   Wind Access.  Contiguous property owners and planned developments may 

construct a WECS for their use in common.  If property held by more than one 

single owner is used to meet the setback requirements, a site plan establishing 

easements or reserved areas must be submitted for approval. 

 

F.   Noise.  A WECS operation shall not produce noise in excess of the limits 

established by State standards. 

 

G.   Limited Use.  Wind energy conversion systems installed in accordance with the 

requirements of this Subdivision shall not generate power as a commercial 

enterprise as defined by the Public Utilities Commission. 

 



E. Electromagnetic Interference.  A WECS shall not be installed in any 

location along the major axis of an existing microwave communications link 

where the level of electromagnetic interference with the possible effect on the 

microwave communications link of which is at a level satisfactory to the 

Zoning Administrat 

I.   Airspace.  A WECS shall be located or installed in compliance with the 

regulations of the airport approach zones and Federal Aviation Regulations for 

clearance around VOR and DVOR stations. 

 

J.   Interconnect.  A WECS, if interconnected to an electric utility distribution 

system, shall meet the interconnect requirements of the Electric Utility Company.  

In any case, the interconnect shall include a manual disconnect which complies 

with the National Electric Code. 

 

K.   Codes.  Construction, design and installation of a WECS shall comply with all 

Minnesota State Building Code provisions, State and National Electrical Codes in 

effect at the time of installation. 

 

L.   Liability.   No building permit shall be issued for the construction of a WECS until 

and unless the applicant for the building permit deposits with the City 

Administrator a policy of liability insurance indemnifying applicant from liability 

for personal injury or property damage in the sum of at least $500,000.00.  The 

policy of insurance so deposited shall contain a clause obligating the company 

issuing the same to give at least thirty days written notice to the City before 

cancellation thereof, the building permit to be automatically revoked upon the 

lapse or termination of said policy. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Material and Vehicle Outside Storage. 

 

 A.   Open Areas.   

 

1) All open areas and parts of premises shall be maintained and kept in a 

reasonably clean and neat condition.  This requirement shall include, but 

not limited to, the removal of inoperable machines, appliances, fixtures, 

and equipment so damaged, deteriorated or obsolete as to have no 

substantial value and which constitute junk; the removal of lumber piles 

and building materials not being used in actual construction on the 

premises unless such premises are being used by a business dealing in or 

requiring the use of such lumber and materials; and the removal of tin 

cans, broken glass, broken furniture, mattresses, box springs, boxes, 

crates, cardboard, tires, and other debris.  Any weeds or tall grass growing 

upon any lot or parcel of land in the City of Dodge Center are hereby 

declared to be a nuisance and dangerous to the health, safety, and good 

order of the City. 

 

 Nothing in this section shall restrict the activities of a duly established and 

licensed junk yard. 

 



2) Non-conforming vehicles. 

(a)  ñVehicleò means every vehicle pulled or self-propelled on any 

public road or highway, including trailers of any kind. 

 

(b)  No person shall place, park, permit to remain, store, or leave upon 

an open space area of any premises any vehicle unless it conforms 

with all the following requirements. 

 

1. The vehicle must have affixed to it a valid current vehicle 

license; 

2. The vehicle must not lack essential parts that would render 

it inoperable and/or used as designed; and 

3. The vehicle must not be rusted, beyond feasible repair, 

wrecked, partially dismantled, or junked condition. 

 

(c) If a vehicle fails to meet any of the above requirements, the owner 

or possessor of the vehicle shall be responsible to remove the 

vehicle to a duly licensed junkyard or other authorized place of 

deposit or storage within five (5) working days of a demand by the 

City.  In the event the owner or possessor cannot be located, then it 

shall be the responsibility of the owner of the premises to remove 

the vehicle to a duly licensed junkyard or other authorized place of 

deposit or storage within five (5) working days of demand by the 

City. 

 

3) Limits on Parking Conforming Vehicles 

(a) ñConformingò shall mean compliance with all the requirements 

listed in paragraph (A)(2)(b)(1-3) above. 

 

(b) No more than six (6) conforming vehicles (motorized and non-

motorized) may be parked on the property, and then only on the 

driveway area.  A driveway is defined as an improved area of 

either gravel, asphalt, or concrete directly in front of a garage or on 

side of house or garage. 

 

(c) If the above limits are exceeded as outlined above, the owner or 

possessor of the extra vehicle(s) shall be responsible to remove the 

vehicles(s) from the property or place the vehicle(s) inside a 

building within five (5) working days of a demand by the City.  In 

the event the owner or possessor cannot be located, then it shall be 

the responsibility of the owner of the premises to remove the 

vehicle(s) from the property and place the vehicle(s) inside a 

building within five (5) working days of the demand by the City. 

 

B. Violations of Public Health Hazard.  A person in violation of subsection (A) of 

this section shall be deemed to have created in the City a public health hazard, 

which is subject to abatement by the City as provided in subsection (C) of this 

ordinance. 



 

C. Abatement Procedure. 

 

1) If the owner or occupant thereof fails within five (5) days after demand by 

first class mail of notice to abate a public health hazard contained on the 

property which they own or occupy, the Clerk-Administrator shall prepare 

a Notice of Hearing on Order to Abate Nuisance addressed to owners and 

adult tenants with the legal description of the premises on which the 

alleged violation appears, together with the date, time, and place of 

hearing and describing the violation in general terms.  The Notice shall be 

served upon the owner or adult tenants of the premises at least fourteen 

(14) days before the date of the hearing by certified mail at their addresses 

appearing in the records of Dodge County. 

 

2) The hearing shall be in a manner as set out in 12.31, Subdivision 5. 

 

3) If abatement of the items in the Order to Abate Nuisance is not completed 

by the date stated in the Order to Abate Nuisance, the City may enter upon 

the premises, remove the offending items or items and clean-up the 

offending hazards.  Expenses incurred by the City in the abatement shall 

be assessed against the property as provided in Minn. Stat. §429.101 or as 

otherwise allowed by law. 

 

4) An order to Abate Nuisance issued by the City after notice and public 

hearing may provide that, for a period not to exceed six (6) months from 

the date the Order is issued, the City retains the authority to re-enter the 

offending premises to remove any additional offending item or items and 

clean-up the offending hazards without further hearing. The City shall 

provide five (5) days written notice of its intent to re-enter the property. 

 

Any expenses incurred by the City in the abatement, including the removal 

of property and the clean-up of offending hazards, shall be assessed 

against the property as provided by Minn. Stat. 429.101 or as otherwise 

allowed by law. 

 

This provision shall not apply if the property is sold after the Order to 

Abate Nuisance is issued. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 133, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 8/5/2015 

 

 Subd. 5.  Refuse.  All property shall conform to the provisions herein stated in this 

subdivision within thirty (30) days from its effective date, i.e., date of publication 

following adoption by the City Council. 

 

The same abatement procedure set out in Section 4.60, Subdivision 4(C) above may be 

followed to remove the offending refuse from the premises and assessing the costs 

incurred by the City against the property. 



 

In all zoning districts, all waste material, debris, refuse, or garbage shall be kept in an 

enclosed building or properly contained in a closed container designed for such purposes, 

with the exception of crop residue.  The owner of vacant land shall be responsible for 

keeping such land free of waste material, debris, refuse, and garbage. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 43 

Effective Date: 6-15-1999 

 

Subd. 6.  Glare.  In all districts, any lighting used to illuminate an off-street parking area, 

sign, or other structure, shall be arranged so as to deflect light away from any adjoining 

residential zone or from the public streets.  Direct or sky-reflected glare, whether from 

floodlights or from high temperature processes such as combustion or welding, shall be 

hooded or controlled in some manner so as not to light adjacent property.  Bare 

incandescent light bulbs shall not be permitted in view of adjacent property or public 

right-of-way.  Any light or combination of lights which cast light on a public street shall 

not exceed one (l) foot candle (meter reading) as measured from the centerline of said 

street.  Any light or combination of lights which cast light on residential property shall 

not exceed 0.4 candles (meter reading) as measured from said property. 

 

Subd. 7.  Bulk Storage (Liquid).  All uses associated with the bulk storage of oil, 

gasoline, liquid fertilizer, chemicals, and similar liquids shall require a conditional use 

permit in order that the Council may have assurance that fire, explosion, or water or soil 

contamination hazards are not present (that would be detrimental to the public health, 

safety, and general welfare).  The Council may require the development of diking around 

said tanks.  Diking shall be suitably sealed and shall hold a leakage capacity equal to one 

hundred fifteen (ll5%) percent of the tank capacity.  Any existing storage tank that, in the 

opinion of the Council, constitutes a hazard to the public safety shall discontinue 

operations within one (l) year from the effective date of this Chapter. 

 

 Subd. 8.  Nuisances. 

 

A.   Nuisance Characteristics.  No noise, odors, vibration, smoke, air pollution, 

liquid or solid wastes, heat, glare, dust, or other such adverse influences shall be 

permitted in any district that will in any way have an objectionable effect upon 

adjacent or nearby property.  All wastes in all districts shall be disposed of in a 

manner that is not dangerous to public health and safety nor will damage public 

waste transmission or disposal facilities.  The following standards apply to non-

industrial districts. 

 

B.   Noise. 

 

l)   Unnecessary noises generally.  No person shall make, continue, or cause 

to be made or continued any loud, unnecessary or unusual noise which 

unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, 

convenience, safety, health, welfare or repose of persons in the vicinity 

thereof, unless the making, continuing, or causing to be made or continued 

of such noise cannot be prevented and is necessary for the protection or 



preservation of property or of the health, safety, life or limb of some 

person.  Law enforcement may issue citations for noise that exceeds or is 

otherwise in violation of this subdivision and order the person violating 

this subdivision to stop making the noise. 

 

2)   Construction or repair of buildings, or construction work.  

a.  The erection (including excavation), demolition, alteration or 

repair of any building requiring a building permit or the 

performance of any construction work occurring between the hours 

of 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. on Monday through Friday, from 

10:00 P.M. Friday through 10:00 A.M. Saturday, and from 10:00 

P.M. Sunday through 7:00 A.M. Monday is a violation of this 

section.  For purposes of this section, ñconstruction workò shall 

mean any and all activity incidental to the erection of buildings, 

structures, roads, flood control facilities, or appurtenances thereof, 

including land clearing, grading, excavating and filling. 

 

b.  Notwithstanding this section, a permit may be obtained allowing 

construction work to occur during the prohibited hours described 

in subsection (B)(2)(a) of this section in cases of urgent necessity 

in the interest of public health and safety.  The permit shall be 

granted for a period not to exceed three days, shall continue only 

so long as the necessity continues, and may be extended for 

additional periods of three days or less so long as the necessity 

continues. 

 

c.   Notwithstanding this section, a permit may be obtained to allow 

construction work to occur during the prohibited hours described 

in subsection (B)(2)(a) if it is determined that the public health and 

safety is not impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration or 

repair of any building, or the performance of construction work 

occurring during such hours, and further that no loss or 

inconvenience would result to any party in interest.  Application 

for a permit may be made at the time of the building permit for the 

work is awarded or during the progress of the work. 

 

d. The permits described in subsection (B)(2) and (3) of this section 

shall be issued by the building inspector in cases involving a 

building for which a building permit is required. 

 

3)   Parties and gatherings.   No person shall, between the hours of 11:30 

P.M. and 7:00 A.M., attend or participate in any party or gathering of four 

or more persons from which noise emanates in sufficient volume to 

disturb the peace, quiet, comfort or repose of persons in any hospital or 

office, or in any dwelling, hotel, motel or other type of residence, or of 

any persons in the vicinity; nor shall any person visit or remain in any 

dwelling, structure, or place where such a party  or gathering is taking 

place, except persons who have gone there for the purpose of abating such 



noise or disturbance. 

 

4)  Permitted sounds.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to classify 

as loud, unusual or unnecessary sounds from any of the following 

activities. 

 

a.  Marching and/or playing music by bands, orchestras or other 

musical aggregations in conjunction with a city celebration, 

festival or other neighborhood or community event, an event 

presented or sponsored by the cityôs music department, or the 

practice for or presentation of an event sponsored by a local public 

or private school; 

 

 b.   Church bells, chimes, and carillons; 

 

 c.   Duly authorized parades; 

 

d.  Construction work conducted pursuant to the conditions identified 

in subsection (B)(2) of this section or pursuant to the conditions in 

any permit authorizing such activity; 

 

e.   The operation of snow removal vehicles and equipment; 

 

f.  The operation, loading and unloading of commercial trucks; 

   

g.  The operation of other commercial vehicles normally incident to 

commerce. 

 

5)  Radios, tape, and disc players.  No person shall use, operate or permit to 

be played any radio receiving set, tape or disc player, musical instrument, 

phonograph, or other machine or device for the producing or reproducing 

of sound in such manner, considering the time and place and the purpose 

for which the sound is produced, so as to disturb the peace, quiet, or 

repose of a person or persons of ordinary sensibilities. 

 

a.   The play, use or operation of any radio, tape or disc player, 

musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or device for the 

production or reproduction of sound in such a manner as to be 

plainly audible at a distance of fifty feet from such machine or 

device shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this 

subdivision. 

 

b.  When sound violating this subdivision is produced or reproduced  

by a machine or device that is located in or on a vehicle, the 

vehicleôs owner is guilty of the violation, provided, however, that 

if the vehicleôs owner is not present at the time of the violation, the 

person in charge or control of the vehicle at the time of the 

violation is guilty of the violation. 



 

c.   This subdivision shall not apply to sound procured by the 

following: 

 

(1)  Amplifying equipment used in connection with activities 

which are authorized, sponsored, or permitted by the City 

of Dodge Center; 

 

(2)  Church bells, chimes, or carillons; 

 

(3)  School bells; 

 

(4)  Anti-theft devices; or 

 

(5)  Emergency vehicles. 
 

d.  With the exception of the machines or devices listed in subsection 

(5) of this section, this subdivision shall apply to all radios, tape 

and disc players, musical instruments, phonographs, and machines 

and devices for the production or reproduction of sound, whether 

on public or private property.  

 

Source: Ordinance No. 56, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 8-13-2002 

 

 Subd. 9.  Landscaping and Screening. 

 

 A.   Landscaping. 

 

l)  In all districts where setbacks exist or are required, all developed uses 

shall provide a landscaped yard, including grass or decorative stones, or 

shrubs and trees, along all streets.  This yard shall be kept clear of all 

structures, storage, and off-street parking.  Except for driveways, the yard 

shall extend along the entire frontage of the lot, and along both streets in 

the case of a corner lot; such yard shall have a depth of at least ten (l0) 

feet. 

 

2)   In all districts, all structures and areas requiring landscaping and fences 

shall be maintained so as not to be unsightly or present harmful health or 

safety conditions. 

 

3)   All vacant lots, tracts or parcels shall be properly maintained in 

accordance with their natural or existing character. 

 

 B.   Screening. 

 

l)   Screening shall be required in residential zones where (a) any off-street 

parking area contains more than four (4) parking spaces and is within 



thirty (30) feet of an adjoining residential zone, and/or (b) where the 

driveway to a parking area of more than six (6) parking spaces is within 

fifteen (l5) feet of an adjoining residential use or zone. 

 

2)   Where any business or industry (structure, parking or storage) is located 

adjacent to property zoned or developed for residential use, that business 

or industry shall provide screening along the boundary of the residential 

property. Screening shall also be provided where a business, parking lot, 

or industry is located across the street from a residential zone, but not on 

that side of a business or industry considered to be the front. 

 

3)   All exterior storage shall be screened.  The exceptions are:  (a) 

merchandise being displayed for sales, (b) materials and equipment 

presently being used for construction on the premises. 

 

4)   The screening provided in this Subdivision may consist of a fence, trees, 

shrubs and berms, but shall not extend within fifteen (l5) feet of any street 

or driveway.  The screening shall be placed along property lines or in case 

of screening along a street, twenty (20) feet from the street right-of-way 

with landscaping between the screening and pavement.  Planting of a type 

approved by the Council may also be required in addition to or in lieu of 

fencing. 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 6-23-1993 

 

 C.   Fencing. 

 

1) General Requirements 

 

a.  Permits.  

 

i. A zoning permit shall be required to construct any fence 

within city limits. A site plan showing the location of the 

fence shall accompany the permit application. 

 

ii.  A building permit shall be obtained from the Planning and 

Zoning Administrator for any fence to be installed over 

seven (7) feet in height. A site plan showing the location of 

the fence shall accompany the permit application. 

 

iii.  The Zoning Administrator may require any applicant for a 

permit for the construction of a fence to establish the 

boundary lines of his or her property by a survey thereof to 

be made by a Registered Land Surveyor. 

 

b. Location. All fences shall be located entirely upon the property of 

the fence owner; however, the owner may enter into an agreement 



with adjoining neighbors to install on or across property lines.  The 

written agreement, signed by all parties, must accompany the 

permit application.  If adjoining property owners do not agree to 

such installation on or across their property line, the fence must be 

setback at least two (2) feet from that property line. No fence may 

be constructed within a public right-of-way. 

 

 c. Construction and Maintenance. All fences shall be constructed 

and maintained in a good and workmanlike manner and of material 

reasonably suited for the purpose for which the fence is proposed 

to be used. Every fence shall be constructed so that the side 

containing the framing, support, and cross pieces face the interior 

of the fence ownerôs lot. 

 

 d. Snow Fence. Commonly used materials for snow fencing may be 

used from November 1 to April 1. No permit shall be required for 

snow fencing. Snow fence may not be installed prior to November 

1 and must be removed by April 1. 

 

 e. Easements. Any fence within an easement that interferes, 

obstructs, or otherwise negatively impacts the maintenance or 

construction of any city, public, or private utility that legally 

utilizes the easement shall be removed and relocated at the expense 

of the property owner. Fences within easements shall not impede 

the flow of water. Fences that impede the flow of water shall be 

removed and relocated at the expense of the property owner. 

 

 f. Nuisance.  Any fence which is or has become dangerous to the 

public safety, health, or welfare, is a public nuisance, and the 

Zoning Administrator shall commence proper proceedings for the 

abatement thereof.  

 

2) Residential Zones. In addition to the General Requirements of this 

Chapter, the following regulations shall apply specifically to fences 

erected within a residential zone.  

 

a. Fences constructed within the front setback of a property shall not 

exceed four (4) feet in height and shall be at least 5% open for the 

passage of air and light. 

 

b. Fences constructed within side or rear setbacks shall not exceed six 

(6) feet in height. 

 

c. Chain link fences used for recreational purposes such as the 

enclosure of tennis courts, playgrounds, swimming pools or other 

such recreational purposes shall not exceed nineteen (19) feet in 

height and shall be located only within the rear setback. These 

fences shall also be permitted around school playgrounds and other 



public recreational facilities regardless of which setback they are 

located in. 

 

 d. No person shall erect or maintain a fence made up in whole or in 

part of barbed wire, concertina wire, hog wire, electric fence, or 

any similar material without obtaining a Conditional Use Permit 

for Special Purpose Fencing (See paragraph 5).   

 

3) Commercial Zones.  In addition to the General Requirements of this 

Chapter, the following regulations shall apply specifically to fences 

erected within a commercial zone.   

 

a. Except within a front yard setback, fences may be erected up to 

eight (8) feet in height. Fences in excess of eight (8) feet may be 

allowed by approval of a Conditional Use Permit for a Special 

Purpose Fence, but in no event shall a fence higher than eight (8) 

feet be permitted within the front setback. 

 

b. Fences constructed within the front setback shall be at least 5% 

open for the passage of air and light. 

 

 c. No person shall erect or maintain a fence made up in whole or in 

part of barbed wire, concertina wire, hog wire, electric fence, or 

any similar material without obtaining a Conditional Use Permit 

for Special Purpose Fencing (See paragraph 5).   

 

4) Industrial Zones 

 

a. Except within a front yard setback, fences may be erected up to 

eight (8) feet in height. Fences in excess of eight (8) feet may be 

allowed by approval of a Conditional Use Permit for a Special 

Purpose Fence but in no event shall a fence higher than eight (8) 

feet be permitted within the front setback.  

 

b. Fences constructed within the front setback shall be at least 5% 

open for the passage of air and light. 

 

 c. No person shall erect or maintain a fence made up in whole or in 

part of barbed wire, concertina wire, hog wire, electric fence, or 

any similar material without obtaining a Conditional Use Permit 

for Special Purpose Fencing (See paragraph 5).   

 

5)   Special Purpose Fencing.  Fences to be used for special purposes and 

fences differing in construction, height or length may be permitted in any 

district by issuance of a Conditional Use Permit subject to a public 

hearing by the Planning and Zoning Commission and final approval by 

the Council.  Findings shall be made that the fence is necessary to protect, 

buffer or improve the premises for which the fence is proposed. 



 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 141, 3rd Series 

 Effective Date:  9-26-18 
 

 Subd. 10.  Permitted Encroachments.  The following shall be considered as permitted 

encroachments on setback and height requirements except as provided in this Chapter.  In 

any yard: posts, off-street open parking spaces, flues, leader, sills, pilasters, lintels, 

cornices, eaves, gutters, awnings, open terraces, service station pump islands, open 

canopies, steps, chimneys, flag poles, ornamental features, open fire escapes, sidewalks 

and fences, and all other similar devices incidental and appurtenant to the principal 

structure except as hereinafter amended.  Decks are also exempted from the setback 

requirements except that a deck may not be located closer than six (6) feet from the side 

property line and twenty (20) feet from the front property line and twelve (l2) feet from 

the rear property line. 

 

 Subd. 11.  Accessory Buildings and Structures. 

 

A.   In R-1A, R-2 and R-3 Residential Districts. 

 

1. No accessory buildings on an internal lot may be located within six (6) feet of the 

rear lot line or from the designated setback on a corner lot. 

2. No accessory building shall exceed sixteen (16) feet in height. 

3. Utility sheds shall not be located any closer than twelve (12) feet from the 

principal structure. A concrete slab or other foundation permitted by the building 

code shall be required. Such sheds shall not exceed 120 square feet in area. No 

more than one (1) utility shed shall be permitted on a property. 

4. No detached accessory structure shall exceed 12% of the total lot area or 1,200 

square feet, whichever is less, nor shall any access door or other opening exceed 

the height of ten (10) feet. The total number of detached accessory structures, 

other than utility sheds, on any property shall not exceed one (1). The total area of 

all detached accessory structures, including utility sheds, shall not exceed 1,200 

square feet. 

5. No attached accessory structure shall have any access door or other opening 

which exceeds a height of ten (10) feet. 

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, all multi-family structures shall 

be permitted to construct an accessory structure equal to one and one-half (1½) 

single stall enclosed parking spaces per dwelling unit. 

 

B. In R-1 Districts 

 

1. No accessory buildings on an internal lot may be located within eight (8) feet of 

the rear lot line or from the designated setback on a corner lot. 

2. No accessory building shall be located closer to the front property line than any 

portion of the foundation of the primary structure. In making this determination, 

permitted encroachments shall not be considered a portion of the foundation of the 

primary structure. 

3. No accessory structure shall exceed twenty-five (25ô) feet in height and no 



accessory structure shall have a height greater than that of the principal structure. 

4. Utility sheds shall not be located any closer than twelve (12) feet from the 

principal structure. A concrete slab or other foundation permitted by the building 

code shall be required. Such sheds shall not exceed 120 square feet in area. No 

more than one (1) utility sheds shall be permitted on a property. 

5. No detached accessory structure shall have any access door or other opening 

exceed the height of twelve (12) feet. The total number of detached accessory 

structures, other than utility sheds, on any property shall not exceed one (1) and 

the total area of all detached accessory structures, including utility sheds, shall not 

exceed 2,400 square feet. 

6. No attached accessory structure shall have any access door or other opening 

which exceeds a height of ten (10) feet. 

  

C.   In Commercial and Industrial Distri cts. 

  

1. No accessory building shall exceed the height of the principal building except by 

conditional use permit. 

2. Accessory buildings may be located any place to the rear of the principal 

buildings, subject to the State Building Code regulations except where prohibited 

by other Sections of this Chapter. 

 

D.   In All Districts.  

 

1. Accessory buildings shall not be constructed prior to or in lieu of the principal 

building. 

2. All swimming pools whether above or below ground, holding more than l00 

gallons of water, shall be totally enclosed in a fence with secured access.  Fence to 

be constructed of suitable material and in a configuration to prevent unwanted 

entry to the pool. 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 116, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  8-12-13 

 

Subd. 12.  Dwelling Units Prohibited.  No cellar, garage, tent, trailer, recreational 

vehicles or accessory building shall be used as a permanent dwelling.  The basement 

portion of a finished home or apartment may be used for normal eating and sleeping 

purposes provided it is properly damp-proofed, has suitable fire protection and exits, and 

is otherwise approved by the Building Inspector. 

 

 Subd. 13.  Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control. 

 

A.   General Standards. 

 

l)   All development shall conform to the natural limitations presented by the 

topography and soil in order to create the best potential for preventing soil 

erosion. 

 

2)   Slopes over l8% in grade shall not be developed. 



 

3)   Development on slopes with a grade between l2% and l8% shall be 

carefully reviewed to insure that adequate measures have been taken to 

prevent erosion, sedimentation and structural damage. 

 

4)   Erosion and siltation control measures shall be coordinated with the 

different stages of development.  Appropriate control measures shall be 

installed prior to development when necessary to control erosion. 

 

5)   Land shall be developed in increments of workable size such that adequate 

erosion and siltation controls can be provided as construction progresses.  

The smallest practical area of land shall be exposed at any one period of 

time and no exposure shall exceed sixty (60) days unless extended by the 

Council. 

 

6)   Where topsoil is removed, sufficient arable soil shall be set aside for 

respreading over the developed area.  The topsoil shall be restored to a 

depth of four (4) inches and shall be of a quality at least equal to the soil 

quality prior to development. 

 

7)   The natural drainage system shall be used as far as is feasible for storage 

and flow of runoff.  Stormwater drainage shall be discharged to 

marshlands, swamps, retention basins or other treatment facilities.  

Diversion of stormwater to marshlands or swamps shall be considered for 

existing or planned surface drainage.  Marshlands and swamps used for 

stormwater shall provide for natural or artificial water level control.  

Temporary storage areas or retention basins scattered throughout 

developed areas shall be encouraged to reduce peak flow, erosion damage, 

and construction cost. 

 

8)   Public and private properties adjacent to the development site shall be 

protected from the effects of sedimentation.  Any violations of this 

provision must be corrected by the owner to the satisfaction of the City 

within five (5) days of receiving notification of such.  If the violation is not 

remedied within the time period specified, the City may correct the 

problem and assess the costs incurred to the property owner. 

 

B.   Exposed Slopes.  The following control measures shall be taken to control erosion 

during construction: 

 

l)   No exposed slopes should be steeper in grade than four (4) feet horizontal 

to one (l) foot vertical. 

 

2)   At the foot of each exposed slope, a channel and berm should be 

constructed to control runoff.  The channelized water should be diverted to 

a sedimentation basin (debris basin, silt basin or silt trap) before being 

allowed to enter the natural drainage system. 

 



3)   Along the top of each exposed slope, a berm should be constructed to 

prevent runoff from flowing over the edge of the slope.  Where runoff 

collecting behind said berm cannot be diverted elsewhere and must be 

directed down the slope, appropriate measures shall be taken to prevent 

erosion.  Such measures should consist of either an asphalt paved flow 

apron and drop chute laid down the slope or a flexible slope drain.  At the 

base of the slope drain or flow apron a gravel energy dissipater should be 

installed to prevent erosion at the discharge end. 

 

4)  Exposed slopes shall be protected by whatever means will effectively 

prevent erosion considering the degree of the slope, soils material, and 

expected length of exposure.  Slope protection shall consist of mulch, 

sheets of plastic, burlap or jute netting, sod blankets, fast growing grasses 

or temporary seedings of annual grasses.  Mulch consists of hay, straw, 

wood chips, corn stalks, bark or other protective material.  Mulch should 

be anchored to slopes with liquid asphalt, stakes, and netting, or should be 

worked into soil to provide additional slope stability. 

 

5.   Control measures, other than those specifically stated above, may be used 

in place of the above measures if it can be demonstrated that they will as 

effectively protect exposed slopes. 

 

 Subd. 14.  Preservation of Natural Drainage ways. 

 

A.   Waterways. 

 

l)   Every effort shall be made to retain the natural drainage systems in the 

City including existing wetlands and ponds.  The natural drainage system 

shall be maintained by the City.  Above-ground runoff disposal waterways 

may be constructed to augment the natural drainage system. 

 

2)   The widths of a constructed waterway shall be sufficiently large to 

adequately channel runoff from a ten (l0) year storm.  Adequacy shall be 

determined by the expected runoff when full development of the drainage 

area is reached. 

 

3)   No fences or structures shall be constructed across the waterway that will 

reduce or restrict the flow of water. 

 

4)   The banks of the waterway shall be protected with a permanent vegetation. 

 

5)   The banks of the waterway should not exceed four (4) feet horizontal to 

one (l) foot vertical in gradient. 

 

6)   The gradient of the waterway bed should not exceed a grade that will result 

in a velocity that will cause erosion of the banks of the waterway. 

 

7)   The bend of the waterway should be protected with turf, sod, or concrete.  



If turf or sod will not function properly, rip rap may be used.  Rip rap shall 

consist of quarried limestone, fieldstone (if random rip rap is used) or 

construction materials of concrete.  The rip rap shall be no smaller than 

two (2) inches square nor no larger than two (2) feet square.  Construction 

materials shall be used only in those areas where the waterway is not used 

as part of recreation trail system. 

 

8)   If the flow velocity in the waterway is such that erosion of the turf side 

wall will occur and said velocity cannot be decreased via velocity control 

structures, then other materials may replace turf on the side walls.  Either 

gravel or rip rap would be allowed to prevent erosion at these points. 

 

B.   Sediment Control of Waterways. 

 

1)   To prevent sedimentation of waterways, pervious and impervious sediment 

traps and other sediment control structures shall be incorporated 

throughout the contributing watershed. 

 

2)   Temporary pervious sediment traps could consist of a construction of bales 

of hay with a low spillway embankment section of sand and gravel that 

permits a slow movement of water while filtering sediment.  Such 

structures would serve as temporary sediment control features during the 

construction state of development.  Development of housing and other 

structures shall be restricted from the area on either side of the waterway 

required to channel a twenty-five (25) year storm. 

 

3)   Permanent impervious sediment control structures consist of sediment 

basins (debris basins, desilting basins, or silt traps) and shall be utilized to 

remove sediment from runoff prior to its disposal in any permanent body 

of water. 

 

 Subd. 15.  Tree and Woodland Preservation; General Provisions. 

 

A.   Structures and other amenities shall be located in such a manner that the optimum 

number of trees shall be preserved. 

 

B.   Prior to the granting of a building permit, it shall be the duty of the person seeking 

the permit to demonstrate that there are no feasible or prudent alternatives to the 

cutting of trees on the site and that if trees are cut, he will restore the density of 

trees to that which existed before development. 

 

C.   Forestation, reforestation or landscaping shall utilize a variety of tree species and 

shall not utilize any species presently under disease epidemic.  Species planted 

shall be hardy under local conditions and compatible with the local landscape. 

 

D.   Development including grading and contouring shall take place in such a manner 

that the root zone aeration stability of existing trees shall not be affected and shall 

provide existing trees with a watering equal to one-half the crown area. 



 

E.   Notwithstanding the above, the removal of trees seriously damaged by storms or 

other acts of God, or diseased trees shall not be prohibited. 

 

 Subd. 16.  Wetland Preservation. 

 

A.   General Provisions.  To the extent possible, all wetlands including marshlands 

and swamps shall be retained in their natural state to serve as a stormwater runoff 

basin and also as a wildlife habitat. 

 

B.   Discharges Into Wetlands. 

 

l)   No part of any sewage disposal system requiring on-land or in-ground 

disposal of waste shall be located closer than one hundred fifty (l50) feet 

from the normal high water mark unless it is proven by the applicant that 

no effluent will immediately or gradually reach the wetland because of 

existing physical characteristics of the site or the system. 

 

2)   Organic and other waste which would normally be disposed of at a solid 

waste disposal site or which would normally be discharged into a sewage 

disposal system or sewer shall not be directly or indirectly discharged to 

the wetlands. 

 

3)   Stormwater runoff from construction sites may be directed to the wetland 

only when substantially free of silt, debris and chemical pollutants and 

only at rates which will not disturb vegetation or increase turbidity. 

 

C.   Building Constraints. 

 

l)   The lowest floor elevation of buildings if used for living quarters or work 

area shall be at least three (3) feet above the seasonal high water level of 

the wetland. 

 

2)   Development which will result in unusual road maintenance costs or 

utility line breakages due to solid limitations, including high frost action, 

shall not be permitted. 

 

3)   The minimum setback for all buildings shall be 75 feet from the seasonal 

high water level of the wetland. 

 

 Subd. 17.  Traffic Control and Sight Distance. 

 

A.   Intersections With Traffic Controls.   On any corner lot at a street intersection 

which has some form of traffic control (stop or yield signs), there shall be no 

obstruction to traffic visibility, including buildings, within the clear sight triangle 

which is formed by the intersection of the center line of two intersecting streets 

and a straight line joining the two said center lines at points eighty (80) feet distant 

from their point of intersection. 



 

B.   Intersections Without Traffic Controls.   On any corner lot, in all districts, at a 

street intersection which does not have any form of traffic control, there shall be 

no obstruction to the traffic visibility, including buildings, within the clear sight 

triangle which is formed by the intersection of the center line of the two 

intersecting streets and a straight line joining the two said center lines at points a 

given number of feet distant from their points of intersection.  The distances from 

said points of intersection are specified in the following Table for various speeds 

in miles an hour of enforced speed limit: 

  

Distance Measurement For Clear Sight Triangle 

 

     Miles Per Hour   Distance Measurement 

 

         30                     88 feet 

         40                    l20 feet 

         50                   l56 feet 

          55                   l74 feet 

 

 Subd. 18.  Vacated Streets.  Whenever any street, alley, easement or public way is 

vacated by official action, the zoning district abutting the centerline of the said vacated 

area shall not be affected by such procedure. 

 

 Subd. 19.  Access Drives and Access. 

 

A.   Access drives may be located adjacent to property lines except that they shall not 

be placed closer than five (5) feet to any side or rear lot line.  The number and 

types of access drives onto major streets may be controlled and limited by the 

Council in the interests of public safety and efficient traffic flow. 

 

B.   Access drives onto County roads shall require a review by the County Engineer.  

The County Engineer shall determine the appropriate location, size, and design of 

such access drives and may limit the number of access drives in the interest of 

public safety and efficient traffic flow. 

 

C.   Access drives to principal structures which traverse wooded, steep, or open field 

areas shall be constructed and maintained to a width and base material depth 

sufficient to support access by emergency vehicles.  The Zoning Administrator 

shall review all access drives (driveways) for compliance with accepted 

community access drive standards.  All driveways shall have a minimum width of 

ten (l0) feet with a road strength capable of supporting emergency and fire 

vehicles. 

 

D.   All  lots or parcels shall have direct adequate physical access for emergency 

vehicles along the frontage of the lot or parcel from either an existing dedicated 

public roadway, or an existing private roadway approved by the Council. 

 

 Subd. 20.  Private Sewer Systems.  The standards found in Minnesota Pollution Control 



Agency's Standards for Sewage Treatment 6 MCAR 4.8040 are hereby adopted by 

reference.  If there are any inconsistencies between the standards found in this Chapter 

and the State Standards, or if the State Standards are amended, the State Standards as 

amended shall govern. 

 

 Subd. 21.  Manufactured/Mobile Homes; Standards.  Manufactured homes shall be 

permitted in all residential districts provided they meet the following standards: 

 

A.   Exceeds twenty (20) feet in width at the narrowest side. 

 

B.  The dwelling is placed on a continuous permanent foundation constructed in 

compliance with the Minnesota State Building Code. 

 

 Subd. 22.  Mobile/Manufactured Home Parks. 

 

A.   Purpose.  It is the purpose of this Subdivision to permit the development of 

mobile/manufactured home parks in a manner that will promote and improve the 

general health, safety, convenience and welfare of the citizens by minimizing any 

adverse effects of such development. 

 

B.   Location.  A manufactured park or subdivision may be established in the R-2 

Residential Districts. 

 

C.   Permit Required.  A permit is required to establish and operate a manufactured 

home park within the City. 

 

D.   Application Requirements and Procedures.  All applications for a conditional 

use permit shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and approved by the 

Council following the procedures established in the Conditional Use Permit 

provisions of this Chapter.  The application for a conditional use permit shall be 

accompanied by plans including the following information: 

 

  l)   Location and size of manufactured home park. 

 

  2)   Location, size, and character of all manufactured home lots, manufactured 

home stands, storage areas, recreation areas, laundry drying areas, central 

refuse disposal, roadways, parking spaces and sites, and all setback 

dimensions. 

 

  3)   Detailed landscaping plans and specifications. 

 

  4)   Location and width of sidewalks. 

 

  5)   Plans for sanitary sewage disposal, surface drainage, water systems, 

electrical service, telephone service and gas service. 

 

  6)   Plans for an overhead street lighting system shall be submitted for 

approval by the City Engineer. 



 

    7)   The method of disposing of garbage and refuse. 

 

  8)   Location and size of all streets abutting the manufactured home park and 

all driveways from such streets to the park. 

 

  9)   Plans and specifications from all road construction within the park or 

directly related to park operation. 

 

10)  Floor plans of all service buildings to be constructed within the 

manufactured home park. 

 

11)  Such other information as may be required or requested by the Council. 

 

E.   Construction and Installation Standards.  All manufactured homes within a 

park shall be subject to and meet the construction, plumbing, electrical and 

mechanical standards as prescribed by the State of Minnesota, U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, and the American National Standards Institute 

identified as ANSI All9.l or the provisions of the National Fire Protection 

Association identified as NFPA 50lB and any revisions thereto and shall be 

certified to these standards by a seal affixed to the manufactured home. 

 

F.   Performance Standards for Manufactured Home Parks. 

 

 l)   All manufactured homes shall be properly connected to the City water 

system and sanitary sewer system in conformance to standards adopted by 

the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  All water and sewer systems 

shall be constructed in accordance with plans and specifications approved 

by the City Engineer. 

 

 2)   Each manufactured home park shall maintain a hard surfaced off-street 

overload parking lot for guests of occupants in the amount of one (l) space 

for each five (5) sites and located within three hundred (300) feet of the 

unit to be served. 

 

 3)   All utilities, such as sewer, water, fuel, electric, telephone and television 

antenna lead-ins, shall be buried to a depth specified by the City Engineer, 

and there shall be no overhead wires or support poles except those 

essential for street or other lighting purposes.  Plans for the disposal of 

surface stormwater shall be approved by the City Engineer. 

 

 4)   A properly landscaped area shall be adequately maintained around each 

manufactured home park.  All manufactured home parks adjacent to 

industrial, commercial or residential land uses shall be provided with 

screening, such as fences or natural growth, along the property boundary 

lines separating the park from such adjacent uses. 

 

 5)   Every structure in the manufactured home park shall be developed and 



maintained in a safe, approved, and substantial manner.  The exterior of 

every structure shall be kept in good repair.  All of said structures must be 

constructed to meet Minnesota State Building Code provisions.  Portable 

fire extinguishers rated for electrical and liquid fires shall be kept in all 

service buildings and other locations conveniently and readily accessible 

for use by all occupants. 

 

 6)   Each manufactured home park shall have an area or areas set aside for 

dead storage.  Boats, boat trailers, hauling trailers, and all other equipment 

not generally stored within the manufactured home or within the utility 

enclosure, that may be provided, shall be stored in a separate place 

provided by the park owner.  This storage place shall be screened.  Such 

equipment shall not be stored upon a manufactured home lot which is 

occupied by a manufactured home nor upon the streets within the 

manufactured home park. 

 

 7)   Signs shall be limited to one (l) nameplate or identification sign not to 

exceed twenty-five (25) square feet, with lighting, height and location as 

approved by the Zoning Administrator and have a fifteen (l5) foot setback 

from the front line. 

 

 8)   Each manufactured home park shall have at least l0% of the land area 

developed for recreational use.  Development of such recreational land 

shall be approved by the Council and the cost and maintenance shall be at 

the owner/operator's expense. 

 

 9)  Each manufactured home park shall have one (l) or more central 

community building to serve primarily as an emergency weather shelter 

which shall be provided with central heating which must be maintained in 

a safe, clean, and sanitary condition.  Said building shall be adequately 

lighted during all hours of darkness and shall contain laundry washers, 

dryers and drying areas, public telephones, and public mail boxes, in 

addition to public toilets and lavatory.  For each one hundred (l00) 

manufactured home lots or fractional part thereof, there shall be one (l) 

flush toilet and one (l) lavatory for each sex. 

 

l0)  All structures being placed in the park shall require a building permit. 

 

G.   Manufactured Home Park Lots. 

 

 l)   Each manufactured home site shall contain at least five thousand (5,000) 

square feet of land area for the exclusive use of the occupant and shall be 

at least fifty (50) feet wide. 

 

 2)   Manufactured homes shall be placed upon lots so that there shall be at 

least ten (l0) feet from the side lot line, twenty (20) feet between the front 

of the manufactured home and front lot line, and twenty-five (25) feet 

between the rear of the manufactured home and the rear lot lines. 



 

 3)   The area occupied by a manufactured home shall not exceed 50% of the 

total area of a manufactured home site; land may be occupied by a 

manufactured home, a vehicle, a building, a cabana, a ramada, a carport, 

an awning, and storage closet.  The yards shall be landscaped except for 

necessary driveway and sidewalk needs which shall not exceed one-half 

(l/2) the width of the site. 

 

 4)   Each manufactured home lot shall have hard-surfaced off-street parking 

space for at least two (2) automobiles.  Each space shall be ten (l0) feet by 

twenty (20) feet minimum. 

 

 5)   No more than two motor vehicles shall be stored or kept on any 

manufactured home lot.  No vehicle shall be dismantled, nor shall 

mechanical work except a very minor repair nature be done on any vehicle 

on a manufactured home lot; nor shall any automotive vehicle that is not 

in an operable condition be parked, stored, or kept on a manufactured 

home lot or in a manufactured home park, except a vehicle that became 

inoperable when it was in the manufactured home park, and then it shall 

not be parked in that condition for a period of more than seven (7) days. 

 

 6)   The corners of each manufactured home lot shall be clearly marked and 

each site shall be numbered. 

 

 7)   Each site shall be properly landscaped with at least one tree, hedges, 

grass, fences, windbreaks, and the like. 

 

H.   Manufactured Home Stands.  The area of the manufactured home stand shall be 

improved to provide adequate support for the placement and tie down of the 

manufactured home, thereby securing the super-structure against uplift, sliding, 

rotation, and over-turning. 

 

 l)   The manufactured home stands shall not heave, shift, or settle unevenly 

under the weight of the manufactured home, due to the frost action, 

inadequate drainage, vibration, or other forces acting upon the structure. 

 

 2)   The manufactured home stand shall be provided with anchors and tie-

downs, such as cast-in-place concrete foundations or runways, screw 

augers, arrowhead anchors or other devices providing for stability of the 

manufactured home. 

 

 3)   Anchors and tie-downs shall be placed at least at each corner of the 

manufactured home stand and each anchor shall be able to sustain a 

minimum tensile strength of two thousand eight hundred (2,800) pounds 

or as approved by the current Minnesota Uniform Manufactured Home 

Standards Code, whichever is more restrictive. 

 

I.   Park Management. 



 

   l)   The person to whom a permit for a manufactured home park is issued 

shall operate the park in compliance with this Chapter and shall provide 

adequate supervision to maintain the park, its facilities and equipment in 

good repair in a clean and sanitary condition. 

 

  2)   The park management shall notify park occupants of all applicable 

provisions of this Chapter and inform them of their duties and 

responsibilities under this Chapter. 

 

  3)   An adult caretaker must be present at all times and is responsible for the 

maintenance of the park at all times. 

 

  4)   Each park shall have an office for the use of the operator distinctly 

marked "OFFICE" and such marking shall be illuminated during all hours 

of darkness. 

 

  5)   The operator of every manufactured home park shall maintain a registry in 

the office of the manufactured home park indicating the name and address 

of each permanent resident.  Each manufactured home site shall be 

identified by number and letter also. 

 

  6)   The limits of each manufactured home lot shall be clearly marked on the 

ground by permanent flush stakes, markers, or other suitable means, said 

lot limits shall be approximately the same as shown on the accepted basis. 

 

  7)   A map of the manufactured home park shall be displayed at the 

manufactured home park office and be illuminated during all hours of 

darkness. 

 

  8)   No public address or loudspeaker system shall be permitted. 

 

  9)   Dogs and animals shall not be permitted to run at large within the 

manufactured home park. 

 

10)   It is unlawful for any person to erect, place, construct, reconstruct, 

relocate, alter, maintain, use, or occupy a cabana or structure in a 

manufactured home park without the written consent of the owner or 

operator of the manufactured home park. 

 

11)   The park management shall provide for the weekly collection and disposal 

of garbage, waste and trash as approved by the City. 

 

 Subd. 23.  Recreation Vehicles, Boats, Campers and Equipment. 

 

A.   Location.  Recreation vehicles shall not be parked or occupied on the premises of 

any occupied dwelling or any residential lot; except, the parking of one vehicle in 

the rear yard of any district may be allowed, provided that no permanent living 



quarters (occupancy exceeding l0 days) shall be maintained or business practiced 

in the vehicle. 

 

B.   Public Property.  Recreation trailers, boats, campers, or associated equipment 

shall not be allowed on any public property overnight except in those public areas 

specifically designed for overnight stops, or en-route stops.  Camping of trailers in 

authorized areas shall not exceed ten (l0) consecutive days or nights. 

 

C.   Construction Use.  A trailer or mobile home may be allowed as a conditional use 

in any district where the trailer is used as an office connected with construction 

where a permit has been granted for the construction work.  Such conditional use 

permit shall be issued for a period not exceeding one hundred eighty (l80) days. 

 

Subd. 24.  Apartments, Townhouses and Other Multi-Family Structures. 

 

A.   All multi -family structures allowed in the R-l, R-lA, R-2 and R-3 Districts shall be 

subject to the following standards: 

 

B.   Standards for Multi -Family Buildings.  All requests for building or conditional 

use permits shall be accompanied by a series of site plans and data showing: 

 

 l)   Building locations, dimensions, and elevations, all signs, structures, entry 

areas, storage sites, and other structural improvements to the site. 

 

 2)   Circulation plans for both pedestrian and vehicular and traffic. 

 

 3)   Fences and screening devices. 

 

 4)   Solid waste disposal provisions and facilities. 

 

 5)   Storm drainage plans. 

 

 6)   Fire fighting and other public safety facilities and provisions such as 

hydrant locations and fire lanes. 

 

  7)   Data pertaining to numbers of dwelling units, size, lot area, ratio, etc. 

 

  8)   Exterior wall materials and design information. 

 

  9)   A minimum of two (2) foot contour topographical map of the existing site. 

  

10)   A grading plan illustrating the proposed grade changes from the original 

topographical map.  All site areas, when fully developed, shall be 

completely graded so as to adequately drain and dispose of all surface 

water, stormwater and groundwater in such a manner as to preclude large 

scale erosion, unwanted ponding and surface chemical runoff. 

 

11)   A recreational plan illustrating in detail all recreational facilities and 



structures. 

 

 l2)   A Landscape Plan.  The site, when fully developed, shall be landscaped 

according to a plan approved by the Planning Commission.  The 

landscaping plan shall specify the size, type, and location of all trees and 

shrubbery and the location of all seeded and sodded areas. 

 

 l3)   A soil erosion control plan for the construction period.  Areas within the 

construction zone shall be fenced with construction limit fencing as per the 

plan to prohibit heavy machinery and/or materials from being placed on 

areas not to be disturbed during construction.  This shall, at a minimum, 

include all slopes in excess of l8%. 

 

C.   Performance Standards.  Same as those listed in the R-3 District. 

 

 D.   Parking Requirements. 

 

 l)   One and one-half (l-l/2) parking spaces per unit shall be provided on the 

same site as the dwelling unit.  Each space shall not be less than nine (9) 

feet wide and twenty (20) feet in length, or as approved by the Zoning 

Administrator, and each space shall be served adequately with access 

drives. 

 

 2)   Parking spaces shall not be located within ten (l0) feet of the side or rear 

lot line. 

 

 3)   Bituminous concrete driveways and parking areas with concrete curbing 

shall be required. 

 

E.   Landscaping Provisions. 

 

 l)   The design shall make use of all land contained in the site.  All of the site 

shall be related to the circulation, recreation, screening, building, storage, 

landscaping, etc., so that no portion of the site remains undeveloped. 

 

 2)   A minimum of 20% of the site shall be landscaped. 

 

F.   Screening. 

 

 l)   Screening to a height of at least five (5) feet shall be required where:  (a) 

any off-street parking area contains more than six (6) parking spaces and is 

within thirty (30) feet of an adjoining residential zone, and (b) where the 

driveway to a parking area of more than six (6) parking spaces is within 

fifteen (l5) feet of an adjoining residential zone. 

 

 2)   All exterior storage shall be screened.  The exterior storage screening 

required shall consist of a solid fence or wall not less than five (5) feet 

high, but shall not extend within fifteen (l5) feet of any street driveway or 



lot line. 

 

 3)   Sidewalks shall be provided from parking areas, loading zones and 

recreation areas to the entrance of the building. 

 

 4)   Outdoor swimming pools or other intensive recreation shall observe 

setbacks required for the principal structure. 

 

G.   Appearance.  All buildings within an apartment development shall be so planned 

that they have the equivalent of a front appearance of each exterior vertical 

surface. 

 

H.  General Buildings or Structural Requirements. 

 

 l)  Requirements for Exterior Wall Surfacing and Covering.  All  multiple 

family dwelling buildings shall be designed and constructed to have the 

equivalent of a front appearance on each exterior surface.  All accessory or 

ancillary buildings, including garages, shall be designed and constructed 

with the same facing materials as the principal building.  Such material 

shall be used in the same or better proportions as used on said principal 

building. 

 

 2)   Each multiple family dwelling development containing more than four (4) 

dwelling units shall include a play area, part of which shall be a paved 

surface. 

 

 3)   Any blighting or deteriorating aspects of the multiple family dwelling 

development shall be placed or absorbed by the site itself, rather than by 

neighboring residential uses.  This provision particularly applies to the 

location of parking areas. 

 

 4)   The design shall make use of all land contained in the site.  All of the site 

shall be related to the multiple family use, either parking, circulation, 

recreation, landscaping, screening, building, storage, etc., so that no 

portion remains undeveloped. 

 

 5)   Trash Incinerators and Garbage.  Except with townhouses and multiple 

family dwellings of four (4) or less units, no exterior trash or garbage 

disposal or storage shall be permitted.  In the case  of row housing and 

multiple family dwellings of four (4) units or less, there shall be no 

exterior incineration and all storage shall be completely enclosed by walls 

and roof. 

 

 Subd. 26.  Signs. 

 

A.   Approval of Plans and Location.  A permit shall be required to erect any sign in 

the City.  No sign shall be erected by any person until the plan for the proposed 

sign has been received by the Planning Commission and approved by the Council.  



Permit fees shall be as determined by the Council. 

 

B.   Prohibited Signs.  No sign shall be permitted: 

 

 l)   In a location which would interfere with the view of any traveler on any 

roadway of approaching vehicles or of traffic control devices on signs for 

a distance of five hundred (500) feet. 

 

 2)   On rocks, trees, or other perennial plant or on any public utility pole. 

 

 3)  Containing a rotating beam or beam of light resembling an emergency 

vehicle. 

 

 4)   Which simulates any official, directional or warning sign erected or 

maintained by the State, County, City or other governmental subdivision 

or which incorporates or makes use of light simulating or resembling 

traffic signals or control signs. 

 

 5)   Which casts a distracting or confusing ray of light on to or visible from a 

public roadway. 

 

 6)   Which interferes with public utility facilities or the maintenance thereof. 

 

 7)   Which obstructs any window, door, fire escape, stairway or opening 

essential to the provisions of light, air, ingress or egress from any 

building. 

 

 8)   Which contain more than two surface areas or facings. 

 

 9)   Within the right-of-way of any public road, except as erected by an 

official unit of government for the direction of traffic or necessary public 

information. 

 

C.   Temporary Signs.  The following signs will be permitted in all districts subject to 

the specific standards indicated: 

 

  l)  Real Estate Signs - Not to exceed sixteen (l6) square feet in area which 

advertise the sale, rental, or lease of the premises upon which the sign is 

temporarily located. 

 

 2)   Name, Occupation and Warning Signs - Not to exceed sixteen (l6) 

square feet in area located on the premises. 

 

 3)  Official Signs - Such as traffic control, directional signs, parking 

restrictions, information and notices. 

 

 4)   Political Signs - Are allowed in any district on private property with the 

consent of the owner of the property.  Such signs must be removed within 



ten (l0) days following the date of the election or elections to which they 

applied. 

 

 5)   Construction Signs - Not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area 

shall be allowed in all zoning districts during construction.  Such signs 

shall be removed when the project is completed. 

 

 6)   Business Signs - Signs which advertise goods or services made and/or 

sold on the premises; provided, that they meet the setback requirements 

established for the use, do not contain a total combined surface in excess 

of two hundred fifty (250) square feet, limited to two (2) in number and 

located within the plot limits of the use. 

 

 7)   Farm Products Sign - Provided that they are located within three 

hundred (300) feet of the farm residence property and related to farm 

products, merchandise or services sold, produced, manufactured or 

furnished on such farm; and provided further that no such device shall 

exceed twenty (20) square feet in area. 

 

 8)   "For Sale" or "For Rent" Signs  - Not to exceed sixteen (l6) square feet 

in area which advertises property as being for sale or for rent. 

 

 9)   Residential Signs - Signs which either identify personal property or 

residence and provided that they are affixed flat thereto and do not contain 

more than two (2) square feet in area. 

 

10)   Miscellaneous Signs - Signs or posters of a miscellaneous character 

which advertise temporary events, provided they are self-supporting and 

not tacked, posted, painted or otherwise affixed to walls of buildings, 

trees, fences or poles.  Said signs shall be removed forty-eight (48) hours 

after the culmination of the special event. 

 

D.   Non-Conforming Signs.  Signs lawfully existing on the effective date of this 

Chapter may be continued although the use, size or location does not conform 

with the provisions of this Chapter.  However, it shall be deemed a non-

conforming use. 

 

E.   Sign Maintenance. 

 

l)   Painting.  The owner of any sign shall be required to have such sign 

properly painted at least once every two (2) years, if needed, including all 

parts and supports of the sign, unless such supports are galvanized or 

otherwise treated to prevent rust. 

 

2)   Area Around Sign.  The owner, or lessee of any sign or the owner of the 

land on which the sign is located, shall keep the grass, weeds or other 

growth cut and the area free from refuse between the sign and the street 

and also for a distance of six (6) feet behind and at the ends of said sign. 



 

F.   Obsolete Signs.  Any signs which no longer advertise a bona fide business 

conducted or a product sold shall be taken down and removed by the owner, agent 

or person having the beneficial use of the building, or land upon which the sign 

may be found within ten (l0) days after written notice from the Zoning 

Administrator. 

 

G.   Unsafe or Dangerous Signs.  Any sign which, in the opinion of the Building 

Inspector or Zoning Administrator, becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the 

safety of a building or premises or endangers the public safety, shall be taken 

down and removed by the owner, agent or person having the beneficial use of the 

building, structure, or land upon which the sign is located within ten (l0) days 

after written notification from the Zoning Administrator. 

 

 Subd. 27.  Parking. 

 

A.   Surfacing and Drainage.  All off -street parking areas in Residential Districts R-l, 

R-lA, R-2 and R-3, shall be surfaced with compacted aggregate base, plant mixed 

bituminous surface or portland cement concrete.  Off-street parking areas in all 

other zoning districts shall be surfaced with plant mixed bituminous surface or 

portland cement concrete.  Such areas shall be so graded and drained as to dispose 

of all surface water accumulated within the area.  Open sales lots for cars, trucks 

and other equipment shall also be graded, drained and paved. 

 

B.   Location.  All accessory off-street parking facilities required herein shall be 

located as follows: 

 

l)   Spaces accessory to one and two-family dwellings on the same lot as the 

principal use served. 

 

2)   Spaces accessory to the multiple family dwellings on the same lot as the 

principal use served or within three hundred (300) feet of the main 

entrance to the principal building served. 

 

3)   Within a residential district, there shall be no off-street parking space 

within twenty (20) feet of any street right-of-way. 

 

4) Within a commercial or industrial district, there shall be no off-street 

parking space within one (1) foot of any street right-of-way. In addition, 

no off-street parking space shall be placed within the eighty-foot sight 

triangle as defined by Section 4.60, Subd. 17(A).  

 

5)   No off-street open space parking area containing more than four (4) 

parking spaces shall be located closer than twenty (20) feet from an 

adjacent lot zoned or used for residential purposes.  Residential zones R-l, 

R-lA and R-2 shall have no more than three (3) off-street parking spaces 

per dwelling unit. 

 



Source:  Ordinance No. 93, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  9-11-2008 

 

C.   General Provisions. 

 

l)   Access drives may be placed adjacent to property lines except that drives 

consisting of crushed rock, or other non-finished surfacing shall be no 

closer than five (5) feet to any side or rear lot line. 

 

2)   Each parking space shall not be less than nine (9) feet wide and twenty 

(20) feet in length. 

 

3)   Control of Off -Street Parking Facilities.  When required, accessory off-

street parking facilities are provided elsewhere than on the lot in which the 

principal use served is located, they shall be in the same ownership or 

control, either by deed or long-term lease, as the property occupied by 

such principal use, and the owner of the principal use shall file a 

recordable document with the Council requiring the owner and his or her 

heirs and assigns to maintain the required number of off-street spaces 

during the existence of said principal use. 

 

4)  Use of Parking Area.  Required off-street parking space in any district 

shall not be utilized for open storage of goods or for the storage of 

vehicles which are inoperable or for sale or rent. 

 

5)   Parking shall not be allowed in areas not designated for off-street parking. 

 

D.   Design and Maintenance of Off-Street Parking Areas. 

 

l)   Parking areas shall be designed so as to provide adequate means of access 

to a public alley or street.  Such driveway access shall not exceed thirty 

(30) feet in width and shall be so located as to cause the least interference 

with traffic movement. 

 

2)   Curbing and Landscaping.  All open off-street parking areas designed to 

have head-in parking along the property line shall provide a bumper curb 

not less than five (5) feet from the side property line or a guard of normal 

bumper height not less than three (3) feet from the side property line. 

 

3)   Parking Space of Six (6) or More Cars.  When a required off-street  

parking space  for  six (6) or  more is  located adjacent to a residential 

district, a fence approved by the Building Inspector shall be erected along 

the residential district property line. 

 

4)   Maintenance of Off-Street Parking Space.  It shall be the joint and 

several responsibility of the operator and owner of the principal use, uses 

and/or building to maintain, in a neat and adequate manner, the parking 

space accessways, landscaping and required fences. 



 

5)   Determination of Areas.  A parking space shall not be less than three 

hundred (300) square feet per vehicle of standing and maneuvering area. 

 

E.   Parking on Public Streets and Residential Area.  Parking on public streets and 

in residential areas shall be subject to the standards set forth in the City Code. 

 

F.   Off -Street Space Required - (One Space Equals 300 square feet). 

 

G.   No off-street parking is required in the C-l (Central Business District) Zone. 

 

  l)   One and Two Family Residences.  Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit. 

 

 2)   Multiple Dwellings :  One and one-half (l-l/2) spaces per dwelling unit. 

 

 3)   Business and Professional Offices.  One (l) space for each 200 sq. ft. of 

gross floor space. 

 

 4)   Medical and Dental Clinics.  Five (5) spaces per doctor or dentist, plus 

one (l) space for each employee. 

 

 5)   Hotel or Motel. One (l) space per rental unit plus one (l) space per full-

time employee. 

 

 6)   Schools: 

 

a.  Elementary Schools.  Two (2) spaces for each classroom. 

b.  High School.  At least one (l) parking space for each four (4) 

students based on design capacity, plus one (l) additional space for 

each classroom. 

 

 7)   Colleges. At least one (l) space for every two (2) employees plus one (l) 

space for every car permitted to students by the college. 

 

  8)   Hospital. At least one (l) parking space for each three (3) hospital beds, 

plus one (l) space for each four (4) employees, other than doctors, plus 

one (l) parking space for each resident and regular staff doctor. 

 

  9)   Licensed Day Care. One (l) space for every two(2) employees. 

 

10)  Group Homes. One (l) space for every two (2) residents. 

 

11)   Drive-In Food Establishment. One (l) space for each fifteen (l5) sq. ft. 

of gross floor space in buildings allocated to drive-in operation. 

 

12)   Bowling Alley.  Six (6) spaces for each alley, plus additional space as 

may be required herein for related uses such as a restaurant. 

 



13)   Automobile Service  Station.  At least two (2) off-street parking spaces 

plus four (4) off-street parking spaces for each service stall. 

 

14)   Retail Store. At least one (l) off-street parking space for each two 

hundred fifty (250) sq. ft. of gross floor area. 

 

15)   Restaurants, Cafes, Bars.  At least one (l) space for each three (3) seats 

based on capacity design. 

 

16)   Theaters, Auditoriums, Mortuaries, Stadiums, Arenas, Dance Halls, 

and Other Places of Assembly.  Spaces equal in number to one-third 

(l/3) of the capacity in persons. 

      

17)   Churches. Spaces equal in number to one-third (l/3) of the capacity in 

persons of the main sanctuary or auditorium plus provisions for 

supplementary parking space needs for other portions of the church 

facilities as determined by final site and building plans when reviewed by 

the Planning Commission. 

 

18)   Industrial, Warehouse Storage Handling of Bulk Goods.  At least one 

(l) space for each employee on maximum shift one (l) space for each two 

thousand sq. ft. of gross floor area, whichever is larger. 

 

19)   Uses Not Specifically  Noted.   As determined by the Council following 

review by the Planning Commission. 

 

H.   Off -Street Loading and Unloading Areas. 

 

 l)   Location.  All required loading berths shall be off-street and shall be 

located on the same lot as the building or use to be served.  A loading 

berth shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the intersection of 

two (2) street rights-of-way and at least fifty (50) feet from a residential 

district unless within a building.  Loading berths shall not occupy the 

required front yard space. 

 

 2)   Size.  Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, a required loading berth 

shall not be less than twelve (l2) feet in width, fifty (50) feet in length and 

fourteen (l4) feet in height, exclusive of aisle and maneuvering space. 

 

 3)   Required Loading Spaces.  Determined by the Council following review 

by the Planning Commission. 

 

 4)   Access.  Each required loading berth shall be located with appropriate 

means of vehicular access to a street or public alley in a manner which 

will least interfere with traffic. 

 

 5)  Surfacing.  All loading berths and access ways shall be improved with a 

durable material to control the dust and drainage. 



 

 6)   Accessory Use.  Any space allocated as a loading berth or maneuvering 

area so as to comply with the terms of this Chapter shall not be used for 

the storage of goods, inoperable vehicles or be included as a part of the 

space requirements necessary to meet the off-street parking area. 

 

 7)   In connection with any structure which is to be erected or substantially 

altered, and which requires the receipt or distribution of materials or 

merchandise by trucks or similar vehicles, there shall be provided off-

street loading space. 

 

 8)   Where noise from loading or unloading activity is audible in a residential 

district, the activity shall terminate between the hours of 7:00 P.M. and 

7:00 A.M. except for the loading and unloading of grain. 

 

 Subd. 28.  Auto Service Station Standards. 

 

A.   Lot Size.  A service station site shall be a minimum of 20,000 square feet in size. 

 

B.   Setbacks.  The building or buildings shall be set back at least thirty-five (35) feet 

from the street right-of-way. Adjacent to residential districts, the service station 

buildings, signs, and pumps shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from 

adjoining property.  In commercial areas, the structures shall  be set back at least 

ten (l0) feet from adjoining property. 

 

C.   Curb and Gutters.  Concrete curbs and gutters shall be installed on all streets 

giving access to the station.  There shall be a six (6) inch curb along all interior 

driveways. 

 

D.   Fencing and Screening.  When adjacent to residential property, there shall be a 

screening fence.  When adjacent to commercial property, there shall be a bumper-

type fence about eighteen (l8) inches high between the station and the adjacent 

commercial property. 

 

E.   Vehicles.  No vehicles shall be parked on the premises other than those utilized by 

employees or awaiting service. No vehicle shall be parked or be waiting service 

longer than fifteen (l5) days. 

 

F.   Exterior Storage.  Exterior storage besides vehicles shall be limited to service 

equipment and items offered for sale and those items listed in Subparagraph I, 

below. Exterior storage of items offered for sale shall be within yard setback 

requirements and shall be located in containers such as the racks, metal trays, and 

similar structures designed to display merchandise. 

 

G.   Screening.  All areas utilized for the storage or disposal of trash, debris, discarded 

parts, and similar items shall be fully screened.  All structures and grounds shall 

be maintained in an orderly, clean, and safe manner. 

 



H.   Architecture.  The station and other buildings shall be of a design that is 

compatible with the surroundings. 

 

I.   Outdoor Displays.  The storage of used tires, batteries, and other such items for 

sale outside the building shall be controlled; such items shall be displayed in 

specially designated containers and be limited to one or two areas well back from 

the street right-of-way line.  Junk cars, empty cans, and other unsightly materials 

will not be permitted in an area subject to public view. 

 

J.   Lighting.   Lights shall be designed and placed in such a manner as to direct the 

light away from residential areas. 

 

K.   Other Activities.  Business activities not listed in the definition of service stations 

and not incidental to the station are not permitted on the premises of a service 

station unless a conditional use permit is obtained specifically for such business.  

Such activities include but are not limited to the following:  (l) automatic car and 

truck wash; (2) rental of vehicles, equipment or trailers; and (3) general retail 

sales.  Gas pumps located at and a part of other types of business establishments 

shall require a conditional use permit. 

 

Subd. 29.  Drive-In Business Standards.  The following standards shall apply to drive-

in businesses in all districts: 

 

A.   Design Standards. 

 

l)   The entire area of any drive-in business shall have a drainage system 

approved by the City Engineer. 

 

2)  The entire area other than that occupied by structures or planting shall be 

surfaced with a hard surface material which will control dust and 

drainage. 

 

3)   A fence or screen of acceptable design not over six (6) feet in height or 

less than four (4) feet shall be constructed along the property line abutting 

a residential district and such fence or screen shall be adequately 

maintained. 

 

B.   General. 

 

l)   Any drive-in business serving food or beverages may also provide, in 

addition to vehicular service areas, indoor food and beverage service 

seating area. 

 

2)   The hours of operation shall be set forth as a condition of any building 

permit for drive-in business. 

 

3)   Each drive-in business serving food may have outside seating. 

 



4)   Each food or beverage drive-in business shall place refuse receptacles at 

all exits as well as one (l) refuse receptacle per ten (l0) vehicle parking 

spaces within the parking area. 

 

5)   Electronic devices such as loudspeakers, automobile service or devices, 

drive-in theater car speakers and similar instruments shall not be located 

within three hundred (300) feet of any residential dwelling unit. 

 

6)   No service shall be rendered, deliveries made, or sales conducted within 

the required front yard; customers served in vehicles shall be parked to the 

sides and/or rear of the principal structure. 

 

C.   Locations. 

 

l)   No drive-in business shall be located within two hundred (200) feet of a 

public or parochial school or church. 

 

2)   No drive-in business shall be located such that it may increase traffic 

volumes on nearby residential streets. 

 

3)   No drive-in shall be located on any street other than one designated as a 

thoroughfare or business service road in the Policies Plan. 

 

D.   Site Plan. 

 

l)   The site plan shall clearly indicate suitable storage containers for all waste 

material.  All commercial refuse containers shall be screened. 

 

2)   A landscape plan shall be included and shall set forth complete 

specifications for plant materials and other features. 

 

3)   Adequate area shall be designated for snow storage such that clear 

visibility shall be maintained from the property to any public street. 

 

4)   The design of any structure shall be compatible with other structures in 

the surrounding area. 

 

 Subd. 30.  Agricultural Operations.  All farms in existence on the effective date of this 

Chapter within the City limits shall be a permitted use where the operator can conduct a 

farming operation.  However, all regulations contained in these Performance Standards 

shall apply to all changes of the farming operation which will cause all or part of the area 

to become more extensively used or more urban in character.  Any structure exceeding 

$500.00 in value to be erected on a farm shall require a building permit and conform to 

all requirements of the Minnesota State Building Code.  The Council may require any 

farm operator to secure a conditional use permit to expand or intensify said operations in 

the event of the following: 

 

A.   The farm is adjacent to, or within four hundred (400) feet of any dwelling unit and 



may be detrimental to living conditions by creating safety hazards or by emitting 

noise, odor, vibrations or similar nuisances. 

 

B.   The farming operations are so intensive as to constitute an industrial type use 

consisting of the compounding, processing, and packaging of products for 

wholesale or retail trade. 

 

 Subd. 3l.  Home Occupations. 

 

A.  General.  Home occupations shall be allowed as a conditional use in all 

residential districts subject to the following standards: 

 

l)   No more than 25% of the gross floor area of the structures including 

accessory buildings shall be used for this purpose. 

 

2)   Only articles made or originating on the premises shall be sold on the 

premises, unless such articles are incidental to permitted commercial 

service. 

 

3)   No articles for sale shall be displayed so as to be visible from any street. 

 

4)   No person is employed other than a member of the household residing on 

the premises. 

 

5)   No mechanical or electrical equipment is used if the operation of such 

equipment interferes with adjacent property owners T.V. or radio 

reception or with the desired quiet residential environment of the 

neighborhood or if the health and safety of the residents is endangered. 

 

6)   No outside storage of materials shall be allowed. 

 

7)   Conducting of the home occupation shall result in no change of outside 

appearance of the building. 

 

8)   Signs, not exceeding two (2) square feet shall be allowed on the premises. 
 

9)   The home occupation shall conform to the standards in the Minnesota 

State Building Code and the State Fire Code. 

 

B.   Retail Sales.  Home occupations allowing retail sales or employment of persons 

other than the members of the household residing on the premises may be 

permitted by conditional use permit if the following conditions are met: 

 

 l)   Such occupation is carried on in the principal building. 

 

2)   Not more than 25% of the gross floor area of the structures including 

accessory buildings shall be used for this purpose. 

 



3)   No articles for sale shall be displayed so as to be visible from any street. 

 

4)   No mechanical or electrical equipment is used if the operation of such 

equipment interferes with adjacent property owners T.V. or radio 

reception or with the desired quiet residential environment of the 

neighborhood or if the health and safety of the residents is endangered. 

 

5)   Such occupation does not generate more than two (2) vehicles at one time, 

in addition to vehicles owned by the landowners. 

 

6)   Such occupation must provide off-street parking. 

 

 Subd. 32.  Bed and Breakfast.  Bed and breakfast establishments allowed as a 

conditional use in residential zones may be permitted by conditional use permit if the 

following conditions are met: 

 

A.   The owner or operator shall reside on the property or submit a management plan 

for approval as part of the conditional use permit. 

 

B.   The establishment shall conform with Minnesota State Health and Building Code 

requirements. 

 

C.   The only meal served to guests shall be breakfast and only guests shall be served. 

 

D.   The facility shall be limited to five (5) guest rooms or a maximum guest capacity 

of ten (l0). 

 

E.   Guests shall not stay for more than fourteen (l4) days within any ninety (90) day 

period. 

 

F.   A minimum of one (l) off-street parking space for each guest room and two (2) 

off-street parking spaces for each resident or manager. 

 

G.   Signs.  On-premises advertising for any bed and breakfast facility located in any 

residential zone shall be limited to either one (l) wall sign or one or two sided free 

standing sign not more than two (2) square feet in area per sign face.  The content 

of any such sign shall be limited to identifying not more than the name and 

address of the facility.  No sign shall be internally illuminated. 

 

H.   No cooking or cooking facilities shall be allowed or provided in the guest rooms. 

 

I.   The facility shall have historical or architectural significance. 

 

Subd. 33.  Child Care Facilities.  Child care facilities shall be facilities licensed by the 

appropriate State and/or County agencies.  Such facilities may be operated in private 

homes or buildings utilized solely for such use.  Child care facilities shall be placed in 

zoning districts corresponding with the license requirements. 
 



Source:  Ordinance No. l2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

Subd. 34.  Wood/Corn Burning Stoves. 

 

A. No outside wood/corn burning stoves shall be allowed in the City. 

 

B. Outside wood/corn burning stoves shall be defined as a free standing outside device 

designed to burn wood, wood pellets, corn or other combustible material.  This does 

not include the use of recreational fire pits/fireplaces. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 94, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  9-23-2008 

 

 (Sections 4.6l through 4.64, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 4.65.  CLANDESTINE DRUG LAB SITES AND CHEMICAL DUMP SITES  

 

Subd. 1 General Provisions. 

 

A. PURPOSE AND INTENT ï The purpose of this article is to reduce public 

exposure to health risks where law enforcement officers have determined that 

hazardous chemicals or residue from a suspected clandestine drug lab site or 

associated dump site may exist.  Professional reports, based on assessments, 

testing and investigations, show that chemical used in the production of illicit 

drugs can condense, penetrate, and contaminate surfaces, furnishings, and 

equipment of surrounding structures.  The City Council finds that such sites, and 

the personal property within such sites, may contain suspected chemicals and 

residues that place people, particularly children or adults of child bearing age, at 

risk when exposed through inhabiting or visiting the site or using or being 

exposed to contaminated personal property. 

 

B. INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION - In the interpretation and application 

of this article, the provisions herein shall be construed to protect the public health, 

safety and welfare.  Where the conditions imposed by any provision of this article 

are either more or less restrictive to the public than comparable provisions 

imposed by any other law, ordinance, statute, or regulation of any kind, the 

regulations which are more restrictive or which impose higher standards or 

requirements on the public shall prevail.  Should any court of competent 

jurisdiction declare any section of subpart of this article to be invalid, such 

decision shall not affect the validity of the article as a whole or any part thereof, 

other than the provision declared invalid. 

 

Subd. 2. DEFINITIONS ï For the purpose of this article, the following terms or words 

shall be interpreted as follows:  

 

A. CHILD ï Shall mean any person less than eighteen (18) years of age 

 



B. CHEMICAL DUMP SITE - Shall mean any place or area where chemicals or 

other waste materials used in a clandestine drug lab operation have been located. 

 

C. CITY ï Shall mean the City of Dodge Center 

 

D. CLANDESTINE DRUG LAB OPERATION ï Shall mean the unlawful 

manufacture or attempt to manufacture a controlled substance. 

 

E. CLANDESTINE DRUG LAB SITE ï Shall mean any place or area where law 

enforcement has determined that conditions associated with an unlawful 

clandestine drug lab operation exist.  A clandestine drug lab site may include 

dwellings, accessory buildings, structures or units, a chemical dump site, a 

vehicle, boat, trailer or other appliance or any other area or location. 

 

F. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ï Shall mean any drug, substance or immediate 

precursor in Minnesota Statute. § 152.02 Schedules I through V together with any 

amendments or modifications thereto. The term shall not include distilled spirits, 

wine, malt beverages, intoxicating liquors or tobacco.   

 

G. HAZARDOUS DRUG WASTE ï Shall mean waste generated from a clandestine 

drug lab operation.  

 

H. MANUFACTURE - In places other than a pharmacy, shall mean and include the 

production, cultivation, quality control, and standardization, by mechanical, 

physical, chemical or pharmaceutical means, and the packing, tableting, 

encapsulating, labeling, relabeling, or filling of drugs.  

 

I. OWNER ï Shall mean any person(s), firms(s), corporation(s) or other entity who 

or which owns, in whole or in part, the land, building, structure, vehicle, boat, 

trailer or other location associated with a clandestine  drug lab site or chemical 

dump site. 

 

Subd. 3.  DECLARATION OF SITE AND CONTENTS AS A PUBLIC HEALTH 

NUISANCE. All dwellings, accessory structures, buildings, vehicles, boats, trailers, 

personal property, adjacent property or other locations, associated with a clandestine drug 

lab site or chemical dump site are potentially unsafe due to health hazards and are hereby 

declared to be a public nuisance under §902.15. 

 

Subd. 4.  LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTION.  If law enforcement authorities determine 

the existence of a clandestine drug lab site or chemical dump site, the site, and all 

personal property therein may be declared a public health nuisance.  Law enforcement 

authorities who identify conditions associated with a clandestine drug lab site or chemical 

dump site which may place neighbors, the visiting public, or present and future occupants 

of the site at risk for exposure to harmful contaminates and other associated conditions 

are authorized to take the following action: 

 

A. Promptly notify the City Building Official, Child Protection, Public Health 

Authorities and the appropriate enforcement division of the drug enforcement 



administration of the U.S. Justice Department of the location of the site, and the 

owner if known, of the conditions found; 

 

B. Treat, store, transport or dispose of all hazardous drug waste found at the site in 

manner consistent with State Department of Health, Minnesota Pollution Control 

and County Health Department rules and regulations; 

 

C. Issue a temporary declaration of public health nuisance for the affected site and 

post a copy of the declaration all doorway entrances to the site or, in the case of 

bare land, post the declaration in several conspicuous places on the property.  This 

temporary declaration of public health nuisance issued by law enforcement shall 

expire after the City Building Official inspects the site and determines the 

appropriateness of issuing a permanent declaration of public health nuisance. 

 

D. Notify all persons occupying the site that a temporary declaration of public health 

nuisance has been issued; 

 

E. Require all persons occupying the site to immediately vacate the site, remove all 

pets from the site, and not return without written authorization from the City 

Building Official; 

 

F. Notify all occupants vacating the site that all personal property at the site  may be 

contaminated with dangerous chemical residue; and 

 

G. Put locks on each doorway entrance to the site to prohibit people from entering 

the site without authorization after all occupants of the site have vacated. 

 

The obligation to promptly notify the persons and organizations mentioned above may be 

delayed to accomplished appropriate law enforcement objectives, but only to the extent 

that public health and child protection responsibilities are not unnecessarily 

compromised. 

 

Subd. 5.  SEIZURE OF PROPERTY 

 

When the clandestine drug lab site or chemical dump site is inside a vehicle, boat, trailer, 

or other form of moveable personal property, law enforcement authorities shall 

immediately seize it and not allow it to be transported except to a more secure location.  

In such circumstances, all other requirements of this article shall be followed as closely 

as possible given the specific type of property in which the site is discovered. 

 

Subd. 6.  ACTION BY CITY BUILDING OFFICIAL  

 

A. INSPECTION & DECLARATION OF NUISANCE ï Within forty-eight (48) 

hours of notification that law enforcement authorities have determined the 

existence of a clandestine drug lab site or chemical dump site, the City Building 

Official shall inspect the site to determine the appropriate scope of a permanent 

declaration of public health nuisance.  Based on the results if the inspection, the 

City Building Official may then promptly issue a permanent declaration of public 



health nuisance and a Do Not Enter ï Unsafe to Occupy Order for the affected 

site to replace the temporary declaration issued and posted by law enforcement.  

A copy of the permanent declaration and order shall be posted on all doorway 

entrances to the site or, in the case of bare land, shall be posted in several 

conspicuous places on the property. 

 

B. ABATEMENT ORDER ï After the permanent declaration of public health 

nuisance has been issued and posted, the city building official shall send written 

notice to the site owner ordering abatement of the public health nuisance.  The 

abatement order shall include the following information: 

 

1. A copy of the declaration of public health nuisance and Do Not Enter ï 

Unsafe to Occupy Order; 

 

2. Information about the potentially hazardous condition of the site; 

 

3. Notification of suspension of the siteôs rental license if applicable; 

 

4. A summary of the site ownerôs and occupantôs responsibilities under this 

article; and 

 

5.  Information that may help the owner locate appropriate services 

necessary to abate the public health nuisance. 

 

C. NOTICE TO CONCERNED PARTIES -   The building official shall also mail a 

copy of the permanent declaration of public health nuisance, a copy of this article, 

and a notification of the suspension of the siteôs rental licensees, if applicable, to 

the following concerned parties at their last known address: 

 

1. Occupants or residents of the site if the identities of such persons are 

known; 

 

2. Neighbors in proximity to the site who may be reasonably affected by the 

conditions found; 

 

3. The City Administrator; 

 

4. The City Police Department; 

 

5. The appropriate enforcement division of the drug enforcement 

administration of the State of Minnesota or U.S. Justice Department; and; 

 

6. Other City, State and Local authorities such as the City Water 

Department, the State Pollution Control Agency, the State Department of 

Health, and the Department of Natural Resources which are known to 

have public and protection responsibilities that are applicable to the 

situation. 

 



D. MODIFICATION OR REMOVAL OF DECLARATION ï The city  

 building official is authorized to modify or remove the declaration of public 

health nuisance after the building official receives documentation from a city 

approved environmental hazard testing and cleaning firm stating that the 

suspected health and safety risks, including those to neighbors and potential 

dwelling occupants, either do not exist or have been sufficiently abated or 

corrected to justify amendment or removal of the declaration. 

 

Subd. 7.  SITE OWNERôS RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT 

 

Within ten business days of the date the abatement order is mailed to the owner of the 

site, the owner shall accomplish the following: 

 

A. Provide the City Building Official with written notification: 

 

1. That the owner has confirmed that all persons and their pets have vacated 

the site; 

 

2. Of the name(s) of all children who the owner believes were residing at the 

site during the time period the clandestine drug lab or chemical dump site 

is suspected to have been at the site; and 
 

3. That the site will remain vacated and secured until the public health 

nuisance is completely abated as required by this article. 

 

B. Contract with one or more city approved environmental hazard testing and 

cleaning firms to conduct the following work in accordance with the most current 

State Department of Health guidelines; 

 

1. A detailed on-site assessment of the extent of contamination at the site and 

the contamination of the personal property therein; 

 

2. Soil testing of the site and testing of all property and soil proximity to the 

site which the environmental hazard testing and cleaning firm determines 

may have been affected by the condition found at the site; 

 

3. A complete clean up, or disposal at an approved dump site, of all 

contaminated personal property in the site; 

 

4. A complete clean up of all property and soil in proximity to the site which 

is found to have been affected by the conditions found at the site; 

 

5. Remediation testing and follow-up testing, including but not limited to 

testing of the ventilation system and plumbing, to determine that all health 

risks are sufficiently reduced, according to State Department of Health 

guidelines, to allow safe human occupancy and use of the site and use of 

the personal property therein and of all property and soil in proximity to 

the site. 



 

C. Provide the City Building Official with the identity of the testing and cleaning 

firm with which the owner has contracted for abatement of the public health 

nuisance as required above; and 

 

D. Sign an agreement with the City Building Official establishing a clean up 

schedule.  The schedule shall establish reasonable deadlines for completing all 

actions required by this article for abatement of the public health nuisance.  In 

determining appropriate deadlines, the City Building Official shall consider 

practical limitations and the availability of contractors in approving the schedule 

for clean up. 

 

The site owner must meet all deadlines established on the clean up schedule.  Also, 

pursuant to the deadlines established by the clean up schedule, the site owner is required 

to provide the City Building Official with written documentation of the clean up process, 

including a signed statement from a city approved environmental hazard testing and 

cleaning firm that the site, all personal property therein and all property and soil in 

proximity to the site, is safe for human occupancy and use and that the clean up was 

conducted in accordance with the most current State Department of Health guidelines. 

 

Subd. 8. SITE OWNERôS RESPONSIBILITY FOR COSTS 

 

The site owner shall be responsible for all costs, including those of the City, of dealing 

with and abating the public health nuisance, including contractorôs fees and the Cityôs 

costs for services performed in association with the clandestine drug lab site or chemical 

dump site clean up.  The Cityôs costs may also include, but not limited to: 

 

(1) Posting of the site; 

 

(2) Notification of a affected parties; 

 

(3) Securing the site, providing limited access to the site, and prosecution of 

unauthorized persons found at the site; 

 

(4) Expenses related to the recovery of costs, including the assessment 

process; 

 

(5) Laboratory fees; 

 

(6) Clean up services; 

 

(7) Administrative fees; 

 

(8) Legal fees; and 

 

(9) Other associated costs. 

 

Subd. 9. CITY ACTION AND RECOVERY OF COSTS  



 

A. If the building owner fails to comply with any of the requirements of this article, 

the City Building Official is authorized to take all reasonable actions necessary to 

Abate the public health nuisance  including, but not limited to, contracting with a 

city approved environmental hazard testing and cleaning firm to conduct the work  

 

The Building Official is also authorized to provide a copy of the declaration of 

public health nuisance to the lien and/or mortgage holders of the affected site to 

help assure that persons with interest in the site have access to information about 

the declaration of public health nuisance. 

 

B. If the costs to clean the site or to clean the personal property at the site are 

prohibitively high in relation to the value of the site or the personal property, the 

City is authorized to remove or demolish the site, structure or building and/or 

dispose of the personal property therein.  These actions shall be taken in 

accordance with the provisions of Minnesota Statute Chapter 463 together with 

any amendments or modifications thereto. 

 

C. If the City abates the public health nuisance, in addition to any other legal 

remedy, the City shall be entitled to recover all of its out of pocket costs plus an 

additional twenty-five (25) percent of such costs for administrative and legal 

expense.  The City may recover costs by civil action against the owner of the site 

or by assessing such costs as a special charge against the site as taxes and special 

assessments are certified and collected pursuant to Minnesota Statute §429.101 or 

according to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 463.15 ï 463.26 

together with any amendments or modifications thereto. 
 

 

Subd. 10.  RECOVERY OF COSTS FROM PERSONS CAUSING DAMAGE 

 

No provisions of this article are intended to limit the site ownerôs, residentsô or the Cityôs 

right to recover costs incurred under this article from either the persons contributing to 

the public health nuisance, such as the operators of the clandestine drug lab, and/or from 

other lawful sources. 

 

Subd. 11.   SITE OWNER AND ADDRESS 

 

When the site is real property and the owner or the address of the owner of the site is 

unknown, the owner and the ownerôs address is deemed to be that of the propertyôs 

taxpayerôs name and address as that information is maintained by the County Auditorôs 

Office.  When the site is a vehicle, boat or trailer and the owner or the address of the 

owner of the site is unknown, the owner and owners address is deemed to be that of the 

person on file as the owner on the current or most recent title to the vehicle, boat or 

trailer. 

 

Subd. 12.   SUSPENSION OF RESIDENTIAL RENTAL LICENSE 

 

Upon issuance of a permanent declaration of public health nuisance, any residential rental 



license issued by the City for the site, or any part thereof, is hereby declared to be 

immediately suspended pending full compliance with this article. 

 

Subd. 13.   UNAUTHORIZED REMOVAL OF POSTING  

 

It is unlawful for any person, except authorized city personnel, to remove a temporary or 

permanent declaration of public health nuisance and/or Do Not Enter ï Unsafe to Occupy 

Order from a chemical dump site or a clandestine drug lab site. 

 

Subd. 14.   ENTRY UNTO OR INTO SITE 

 

While a declaration of public health nuisance for an affected site is in effect and has been 

posted at the site, no persons are permitted to be inside the site, or on the site property 

without prior written consent of the City Building Official or as otherwise authorized by 

this article.  To confirm compliance with this article and to execute their duties under this 

article, law enforcement officers, the City Building Official, and any persons designed by 

the Building Official, may enter onto the site property or enter into the site at any time 

while a declaration of public health nuisance is in effect for the site. 

 

Subd. 15.   REMOVAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY FROM THE SITE 

 

While a declaration of public health nuisance for an affected site is in effect and has been 

posted at the site, no personal property may be removed from the site without prior 

written consent from the City Building Official.  Consent to remove personal property 

shall only be granted at the reasonable discretion of the Building Official, and only in 

cases of hardship after; 

 

1. A city approved environmental hazard testing and cleaning firm has advised the 

City, in writing, that the item(s) of personal property can be sufficiently cleaned 

to remove all harmful contamination; and 
 

2. The owner of the personal property agrees in writing; 

 

a. That the owner is aware of the danger of using contaminated property; 

 

b. That the owner will thoroughly clean the property to remove all 

contamination before the property is used; and 

 

c. That the owner releases and agrees to indemnify the City, its staff, and the 

City Council from all liability to the owner and/or third persons for injuries 

or damages caused, or alleged to have caused, by the contaminated 

property. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 79 

Effective Date:  3-8-2005 

 

 (Sections 4.66 through 4.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 



SEC.  4.7000  Statutory Authorization.  This shoreland ordinance is adopted pursuant to 

the authorization and policies contained in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 105, Minnesota 

Regulations, Parts 6120.2500 - 6120.3900, and the planning and zoning enabling legislation in 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 462. 

 

SEC.  4.7001 Policy. The uncontrolled use of shorelands of the Community of Dodge 

Center, Minnesota affects the public health, safety and general welfare not only by contributing 

to pollution of public waters, but also by impairing the local tax base.  Therefore, it is in the best 

interests of the public health, safety and welfare to provide for the wise subdivision, use and 

development of shorelands of public waters.  The Legislature of Minnesota has delegated 

responsibility to local governments of the state to regulate the subdivision, use and development 

of the shorelands of public waters and thus preserve and enhance the quality of surface waters, 

conserve the economic and natural environmental values of shorelands, and provide for the wise 

use of waters and related land resources.  This responsibility is hereby recognized by the 

Community of Dodge Center. 

 

SEC.  4.7002 GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS  

 

Subd. 1. Jurisdiction. The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to the shorelands of 

Dodge Creek. Pursuant to Minnesota Regulations, Parts 6120.2500 - 6120.3900, no lake, pond, 

or flowage less than 10 acres in size in municipalities need be regulated in a local government's 

shoreland regulations.  A body of water created by a private user where there was no previous 

shoreland may, at the discretion of the governing body, be exempt from this ordinance. 

 

Subd. 2. Compliance. The use of any shoreland of public waters; the size and shape of 

lots; the use, size, type and location of structures on lots; the installation and maintenance of 

water supply and waste treatment systems, the grading and filling of any shoreland area; the 

cutting of shoreland vegetation; and the subdivision of land shall be in full compliance with the 

terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations. 

 

Subd. 3. Enforcement.  The Dodge Center City Council  and the City 

Clerk/Administrator are responsible for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance.  

Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its 

requirements (including violations of conditions and safeguards established in connection with 

grants of variances or conditional use/interim uses) shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be 

punishable as defined by law.  Violations of this ordinance can occur regardless of whether or 

not a permit is required for a regulated activity of this ordinance. 

 

Subd 4. Interpretation. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this 

ordinance shall be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of 

the governing body and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted 

by State Statutes. 

 

Subd. 5. Severability.  If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is 

adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this 

ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 

Subd. 6. Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. It is not intended by this ordinance to 



repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions.  However, 

where this ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this ordinance shall prevail.  

All other ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the 

inconsistency only. 

 

Subd. 7. Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this 

ordinance shall be interpreted so as to give them the same meaning as they have in common 

usage and so as to give this ordinance its most reasonable application.  For the purpose of this 

ordinance, the words "must" and "shall" are mandatory and not permissive.  All distances, unless 

otherwise specified, shall be measured horizontally. 

 

A. Accessory structure or facility - Any building or improvement subordinate to a principal 

use which, because of the nature of its use, can reasonably be located at or greater than 

normal structure setbacks. 

 

B. Bluff - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having the following 

characteristics (an area with an average slope of less than 18 percent over a distance for 

50 feet or more shall not be considered part of the bluff): 

 

1. Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area; 

 

2. The slope rises at least 25 feet above the ordinary high water level of the 

waterbody; 

 

3. The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point 25 feet or more above 

the ordinary high water level averages 30 percent or greater; and 

 

4. The slope must drain toward the waterbody. 

 

C. Bluff impact zone - A bluff and land located within 20 feet from the top of a bluff. 

 

D. Boathouse - A structure designed and used solely for the storage of boats or boating 

equipment. 

 

E. Building line - A line parallel to a lot line or the ordinary high water level at the required 

setback beyond which a structure may not extend. 

 

F. Commercial planned unit developments - Are typically uses that provide transient, 

short-term lodging spaces, rooms, or parcels and their operations are essentially 

service-oriented.  For example, hotel/motel accommodations, resorts, recreational vehicle 

and camping parks, and other primarily service-oriented activities are commercial 

planned unit developments. 

 

G. Commercial use - The principal use of land or buildings for the sale, lease, rental, or trade 

of products, goods, and services. 

 

H. Commissioner - The commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources. 

 



I. Conditional use - A land use or development as defined by ordinance that would not be 

appropriate generally but may be allowed with appropriate restrictions as provided by 

official controls upon a finding that certain conditions as detailed in the zoning ordinance 

exist, the use or development conforms to the comprehensive land use plan of the 

community, and the use is compatible with the existing neighborhood. 

 

J. Deck - A horizontal, unenclosed platform with or without attached railings, seats, 

trellises, or other features, attached or functionally related to a principal use or site and at 

any point extending more than three feet above ground. 

 

K. Duplex, triplex, and quad - A dwelling structure on a single lot, having two, three, and 

four units, respectively, being attached by common walls and each unit equipped with 

separate sleeping, cooking, eating, living, and sanitation facilities. 

 

L. Dwelling site - A designated location for residential use by one or more persons using 

temporary or movable shelter, including camping and recreational vehicle sites. 

 

M.  Dwelling unit - Any structure or portion of a structure, or other shelter designed as 

short- or long-term living quarters for one or more persons, including rental or timeshare 

accommodations such as motel, hotel, and resort rooms and cabins. 

 

N. Extractive use - The use of land for surface or subsurface removal of sand, gravel, rock, 

industrial minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not regulated under Minnesota 

Statutes, sections 93.44 to 93.51. 

 

O. Forest land conversion - The clear cutting of forested lands to prepare for a new land use 

other than reestablishment of a subsequent forest stand. 

 

P. Guest cottage - A structure used as a dwelling unit that may contain sleeping spaces and 

kitchen and bathroom facilities in addition to those provided in the primary dwelling unit 

on a lot. 

 

Q. Hardship - The same as that term is defined in Minnesota Statutes,  Chapter 462 (for 

municipalities). 

 

R. Height of building - The vertical distance between the highest adjoining ground level at 

the building or ten feet above the lowest ground level, whichever is lower, and the 

highest point of a flat roof or average height of the highest gable of a pitched or hipped 

roof. 

 

S. Industrial use - The use of land or buildings for the production, manufacture, 

warehousing, storage, or transfer of goods, products, commodities, or other wholesale 

items. 

 

T. Intensive vegetation clearing - The complete removal of trees or shrubs in a contiguous 

patch, strip, row, or block. 

 

U. Lot - A parcel of land designated by plat, metes and bounds, registered land survey, 



auditors plot, or other accepted means and separated from other parcels or portions by 

said description for the purpose of sale, lease, or separation. 

 

V. Lot width - The shortest distance between lot lines measured at the midpoint of the 

building line. 

 

W. Nonconformity - Any legal use, structure or parcel of land already in existence, recorded, 

or authorized before the adoption of official controls or amendments thereto that would 

not have been permitted to become established under the terms of the official controls as 

now written, if the official controls had been in effect prior to the date it was established, 

recorded or authorized. 

 

X. Ordinary high water level - The boundary of public waters and wetlands, and shall be an 

elevation delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a sufficient 

period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that point where the 

natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial.  For 

watercourses, the ordinary high water level is the elevation of the top of the bank of the 

channel.  For reservoirs and flowages, the ordinary high water level is the operating 

elevation of the normal summer pool. 

 

Y. Planned unit development - A type of development characterized by a unified site design 

for a number of dwelling units or dwelling sites on a parcel, whether for sale, rent, or 

lease, and also usually involving clustering of these units or sites to provide areas of 

common open space, density increases, and a mix of structure types and land uses.  These 

developments may be organized and operated as condominiums, time-share 

condominiums, cooperatives, full fee ownership, commercial enterprises, or any 

combination of these, or cluster subdivisions of dwelling units, residential 

condominiums, townhouses, apartment buildings, campgrounds, recreational vehicle 

parks, resorts, hotels, motels, and conversions of structures and land uses to these uses. 

 

Z. Public waters - Any waters as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 103G.005. 

 

 AA. Residential planned unit development - A use where the nature of residency is 

nontransient and the major or primary focus of the development is not service-oriented.  

For example, residential apartments, manufactured home parks, time-share 

condominiums, townhouses, cooperatives, and full fee ownership residences would be 

considered as residential planned unit developments.  To qualify as a residential planned 

unit development, a development must contain at least five dwelling units or sites. 

 

 AB.  Semipublic use - The use of land by a private, nonprofit organization to provide a 

public service that is ordinarily open to some persons outside the regular constituency of 

the organization. 

 

 AC. Sensitive resource management - The preservation and management of areas 

unsuitable for development in their natural state due to constraints such as shallow soils 

over groundwater or bedrock, highly erosive or expansive soils, steep slopes, 

susceptibility to flooding, or occurrence of flora or fauna in need of special protection. 

 



 AD. Setback - The minimum horizontal distance between a structure, sewage 

treatment system, or other facility and an ordinary high water level, sewage treatment 

system, top of a bluff, road, highway, property line, or other facility. 

 

 AE. Sewage treatment system - A septic tank and soil absorption system or other 

individual or cluster type sewage treatment system as described and regulated in Sections 

4.7013 of this ordinance. 

 

 AF. Sewer system - Pipelines or conduits, pumping stations, and force main, and all 

other construction, devices, appliances, or appurtenances used for conducting sewage or 

industrial waste or other wastes to a point of ultimate disposal. 

 

 AG. Shore impact zone - Land located between the ordinary high water level of a 

public water and a line parallel to it at a setback of 50 percent of the structure setback. 

 

 AH. Shoreland - Land located within the following distances from public waters:  

1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level of a lake, pond, or flowage; and 300 feet 

from a river or stream, or the landward extent of a floodplain designated by ordinance on 

a river or stream, whichever is greater.  The limits of shorelands may be reduced 

whenever the waters involved are bounded by topographic divides which extend 

landward from the waters for lesser distances and when approved by the commissioner. 

 

 AI.  Significant historic site - Any archaeological site, standing structure, or other 

property that meets the criteria for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places 

or is listed in the State Register of Historic Sites, or is determined to be an unplatted 

cemetery that falls under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 307.08.  A historic 

site meets these criteria if it is presently listed on either register or if it is determined to 

meet the qualifications for listing after review by the Minnesota state archaeologist or the 

director of the Minnesota Historical Society.  All unplatted cemeteries are automatically 

considered to be significant historic sites. 

 

 AJ. Steep slope - Land where agricultural activity or development is either not 

recommended or described as poorly suited due to slope steepness and the site's soil 

characteristics, as mapped and described in available county soil surveys or other 

technical reports, unless appropriate design and construction techniques and farming 

practices are used in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.  Where specific 

information is not available, steep slopes are lands having average slopes over 12 percent, 

as measured over horizontal distances of 50 feet or more, that are not bluffs. 

 

 AK. Structure - Any building or appurtenance, including decks, except aerial or 

underground utility lines, such as sewer, electric, telephone, telegraph, gas lines, towers, 

poles, and other supporting facilities. 

 

 AL. Subdivision - Land that is divided for the purpose of sale, rent, or lease, including 

planned unit developments. 

 

 AM. Surface water-oriented commercial use - The use of land for commercial 

purposes, where access to and use of a surface water feature is an integral part of the 



normal conductance of business.  Marinas, resorts, and restaurants with transient docking 

facilities are examples of such use. 

 

 AN. Toe of the bluff - The lower point of a 50-foot segment with an average slope 

exceeding 18 percent. 

 

 AO. Top of the bluff - The higher point of a 50-foot segment with an average slope 

exceeding 18 percent. 

 

 AP. Variance - The same as that term is defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 462 (for municipalities). 

 

 AQ. Water-oriented accessory structure or facility - A small, above ground building or 

other improvement, except stairways, fences, docks, and retaining walls, which, because 

of the relationship of its use to a surface water feature, reasonably needs to be located 

closer to public waters than the normal structure setback.  Examples of such structures 

and facilities include boathouses, gazebos, screen houses, fish houses, pump houses, and 

detached decks. 

 

 AR. Wetland ï A surface water feature classified as a wetland in the United States 

Fish and Wildlife Service Circular No. 39 (1971 edition). 

 

SEC. 4.7003. ADMINISTRATION. 

 

Subd. 1. Permits Required. A permit is required for the construction of buildings or 

building additions (and including such related activities as construction of decks and signs), the 

installation and/or alteration of sewage treatment systems, and grading and filling activities. 

Application for a permit shall be made to the City Administrator on the forms provided.  The 

application shall include the necessary information so that the City Administrator can determine 

the site's suitability for the intended use and that a compliant sewage treatment system will be 

provided. 

 

 A.  A permit authorizing an addition to an existing structure shall stipulate that an 

identified nonconforming sewage treatment system, as defined by Section 4.7013, Subd. 

2, shall be reconstructed or replaced in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

 Subd. 2. Certificate of Zoning Compliance. The City Administrator shall issue a 

certificate of zoning compliance for each activity requiring a permit as specified in Section 

4.7003, Subd. 1, of this ordinance.  This certificate will specify that the use of land conforms to 

the requirements of this ordinance.  Any use, arrangement, or construction at variance with that 

authorized by permit shall  be deemed a violation of this ordinance and shall be punishable as 

provided in Section 4.7002, Subd. 3, of this ordinance. 

 

 Subd. 3. Variances. Variances may only be granted in accordance with Minnesota 

Statutes, Chapter 462 (for municipalities), as applicable.  A variance may not circumvent the 

general purposes and intent of this ordinance.  No variance may be granted that would allow any 

use that is prohibited in the zoning district in which the subject property is located.  Conditions 

may be imposed in the granting of a variance to ensure compliance and to protect adjacent 



properties and the public interest.  In considering a variance request, the board of adjustment 

must also consider whether the property owner has reasonable use of the land without the 

variance, whether the property is used seasonally or year-round, whether the variance is being 

requested solely on the basis of economic considerations, and the characteristics of development 

on adjacent properties. 

 

 A.      The board of adjustment shall hear and decide requests for variances in accordance 

with the rules that it has adopted for the conduct of business.  When a variance is 

approved after the Department of Natural Resources has formally recommended denial in 

the hearing record, the notification of the approved variance required in Section 4.7003, 

Subd. 4(A), below shall also include the board of adjustment's summary of the public 

record/testimony and the findings of facts and conclusions which supported the issuance 

of the variance. 

 

 B.    For existing developments, the application for variance must clearly demonstrate 

whether a conforming sewage treatment system is present for the intended use of the 

property.  The variance, if issued, must require reconstruction of a nonconforming 

sewage treatment system. 

 

Subd. 4.  Notifications to the Department of Natural Resources.   Copies of all notices 

of any public hearings to consider variances, amendments, or conditional uses under local 

shoreland management controls must be sent to the commissioner or the commissioner's 

designated representative and postmarked at least ten days before the hearings.  Notices of 

hearings to consider proposed subdivisions/plats must include copies of the subdivision/plat. 

 

A. A copy of approved amendments and subdivisions/plats, and final decisions 

granting variances or conditional uses under local shoreland management controls must 

be sent to the commissioner or the commissioner's designated representative and 

postmarked within ten days of final action. 

 

 

 SEC. 4.7004 SHORELAND CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND LAND  USE 

DISTRICTS 

 

Subd. 1. Shoreland Classification System. The public waters of Dodge Center have 

been classified below consistent with the criteria found in Minnesota Regulations, Part 

6120.3300, and  the Protected Waters Inventory Map for Dodge County, Minnesota. 

 

A.   The shoreland area for the waterbodies listed in sections 4.7004, Subd. 2(A)1, 

shall be as defined in section 4,7002, Subd. 7(AH) and as shown on the Official Zoning 

Map. 

 

Subd. 2. Rivers and Streams. 

 

 A.   Tributary Stream 

 

1.    Dodge Creek 

 



Legal Description: Beginning at the city's western corporate limits in the SE Quarter of 

Section 28, Township 107-N, Range-17-W and meandering northeasterly through the SE 

Quarter of Section 28, Township 107-N, Range 17-W through the city's corporate limits. 

 

SEC 4.7005 LAND USE DISTRICT DESCRIPTIONS. 

 

Subd. 1. Criteria For Designation.  The land use districts in Section 16.9406, and the 

delineation of a land use district's boundaries on the Official Zoning Map, must be consistent 

with the goals, policies, and objectives of the comprehensive land use plan (when available) and 

the following criteria, considerations, and objectives: 

 

 A. General Considerations and Criteria for All Land Uses: 

 

 1.  preservation of natural areas; 

 

 2.  present ownership and development of shoreland areas; 

 

 3.  shoreland soil types and their engineering capabilities; 

 

 4.  topographic characteristics; 

 

 5.  vegetative cover; 

 

 6.  in-water physical characteristics, values, and constraints; 

 

 7.  recreational use of the surface water; 

 

 8.  road and service center accessibility; 

 

 9.  socioeconomic development needs and plans as they involve water and related 

land resources; 

 

          10.  the land requirements of industry which, by its nature, requires location in 

shoreland areas; and  

 

          11.  the necessity to preserve and restore certain areas having significant historical 

or ecological value. 

 

 B. Factors and Criteria for Planned Unit Developments: 

 

 1.  existing recreational use of the surface water and likely increases in use 

associated with planned unit developments; 

 

 2.  physical and aesthetic impacts of increased density; 

 

 3.  suitability of lands for the planned unit development approach; 

 

4.  level of current development in the area; and 



 

 5.  amounts and types of ownership of undeveloped lands. 

 

Subd. 2. Land Use District Descriptions.  The land use districts provided below, and the 

allowable land uses therein for the given classifications of waterbodies, shall be properly 

delineated on the Official Zoning Map for the shorelands of this community.  These land use 

districts are in conformance with the criteria specified in Minnesota Regulation, Part 6120.3200, 

Subp. 3: 

 

 A. Land Use Districts for Rivers and Streams  

 

N - Prohibited use 

P - Permitted use 

C - Conditional use 

       

Tributary  

 

1. Special Protection District - Uses 

 -Forest management       P      

-Sensitive resource management  P 

  -Agricultural: cropland and pasture  P 

-Agricultural feedlots     C      

-Parks and historic sites   C 

 -Extractive use       C      

 -Single residential       C      

-Mining of metallic minerals and peat    P  

 

 2. Residential District - Uses 

 -Single residential       P      

 -Semipublic        P    

-Parks and historic sites   P 

 -Extractive use       C      

-Duplex, triplex, quad residential  C 

 -Forest management       P    

-Mining of metallic minerals and peat    P 

 

 3. High Density Residential- Uses 

-Residential planned unit developments    C 

 -Single residential       P    

-Surface water oriented commercial*   C 

 -Semipublic        C    

-Parks and historic sites   C 

-Duplex, triplex, quad residential  P 

 -Forest management       P    

 

 4. Water-oriented Commercial- Uses 

-Surface water-oriented commercial  C 

-Commercial planned unit development*    C 



 -Public, semipublic       P    

-Parks and historic sites   C 

 -Forest management       P 

 

 5. General Use District - Uses 

 -Commercial        C 

-Commercial planned unit development    C 

 -Industrial        C 

 -Public, semipublic       C 

 -Extractive use       C 

 -Parks and historic sites   C 

 -Forest management       P 

-Mining of metallic minerals and peat   P 

 

 *  As accessory to a residential planned unit development 

 

Subd. 3. Use and Upgrading of Inconsistent Land Use Districts. The land use districts 

adopted in Chapter 16 of this Code, as they apply to shoreland areas, and their delineated 

boundaries on the Official Zoning Map, are not consistent with the land use district designation 

criteria specified in Section 4.7005, Subd. 2, herein.  These inconsistent land use district 

designations may continue until revisions are proposed to change either the land use district 

designation within an existing land use district boundary shown on the Official Zoning Map or to 

modify the boundary of an existing land use district shown on the Official Zoning Map. 

 

A. When a revision is proposed to an inconsistent land use district provision, the following 

additional criteria and procedures shall apply: 

 

 1.   For Rivers and Streams.  When a revision to a land use district designation on a 

river or stream is proposed, the land use district boundaries and the use provisions 

therein for all shoreland on both sides of the river or stream within the same 

classification within the jurisdiction of this ordinance must be revised to make 

them substantially compatible with the framework in Section 4.7005 Subds. 1 and 

2 of this ordinance.  If the same river classification is contiguous for more than a 

five-mile segment, only the shoreland for a distance of 2.5 miles upstream and 

downstream, or to the class boundary if closer, need be evaluated and revised. 

 

2.   When an interpretation question arises about whether a specific land use fits 

within a given "use" category, the interpretation shall be made by the Board of 

Adjustment.  When a question arises as to whether a land use district's boundaries 

are properly delineated on the Official Zoning Map, this decision shall be made 

by the City Council. 

 

3. When a revision is proposed to an inconsistent land use district provision by an 

individual party or landowner, this individual party or landowner will only be 

responsible to provide the supporting and/or substantiating information for the 

specific parcel in question.  The City Council will direct the Clerk/Administrator 

to provide such additional information for this waterbody as is necessary to satisfy 

Section 4.7005, Subd 3 through Subd. 3(A)1. 



 

4. The City Council must make a detailed finding of fact and conclusion when 

taking final action that this revision, and the upgrading of any inconsistent land 

use district designations on said waterbody, are consistent with the enumerated 

criteria and use provisions of Sections 4.7005 Subds. 1 through 3. 

 

 SEC. 4.7006 ZONING AND WATER SUPPLY/SANITARY PROVISIONS  

 

Subd. 1.  River/Stream Lot Width Standards.  There is no minimum lot size 

requirements for rivers and streams.  The lot width standards for single, duplex, triplex and quad 

residential developments for the river/stream classification shall be the following feet: 

 

Tributary 

No sewer  Sewer 

 Single  100   75 

 Duplex  150  115 

 Triplex  200  150 

 Quad  250  190 

 

Subd. 2.  Additional Special Provisions. 

 

A. Residential subdivisions with dwelling unit densities exceeding those in the tables in 

Sections 4.7006,Subd. 1, can only be allowed if designed and approved as residential 

planned unit developments under Section 4.20 of this ordinance.  Only land above the 

ordinary high water level of public waters can be used to meet lot area standards, and lot 

width standards must be met at both the ordinary high water level and at the building line.  

 

B. One guest cottage may be allowed on lots meeting or exceeding the duplex lot area and 

width dimensions presented in Sections 4.7006, Subd. 1, provided the following 

standards are met: 

 

1. for lots exceeding the minimum lot dimensions of duplex lots, the guest cottage 

must be located within the smallest duplex-sized lot that could be created 

including the principal dwelling unit; 

 

2. a guest cottage must not cover more than 700 square feet of land surface and must 

not exceed 15 feet in height; and 

 

3. a guest cottage must be located or designed to reduce its visibility as viewed from 

public waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, topography, increased 

setbacks or color, assuming summer leaf-on conditions. 

 

C. Lots intended as controlled accesses to public waters or as recreation areas for use by 

owners of nonriparian lots within subdivisions are permissible and must meet or exceed 

the following standards: 

 

1. they must meet the width and size requirements for residential lots, and be 

suitable for the intended uses of controlled access lots. 



 

2. they must be jointly owned by all purchasers of lots in the subdivision or by all 

purchasers of nonriparian lots in the subdivision who are provided riparian access 

rights on the access lot; and 

 

3. covenants or other equally effective legal instruments must be developed that 

specify which lot owners have authority to use the access lot and what activities 

are allowed.  The activities may include watercraft launching, loading, storage, 

beaching, mooring, or docking.  They must also include other outdoor recreational 

activities that do not significantly conflict with general public use of the public 

water or the enjoyment of normal property rights by adjacent property owners.  

Examples of the nonsignificant conflict activities include swimming, sunbathing, 

or picnicking.  The covenants must limit the total number of vehicles allowed to 

be parked and the total number of watercraft allowed to be continuously moored, 

docked, or stored over water, and must require centralization of all common 

facilities and activities in the most suitable locations on the lot to minimize 

topographic and vegetation alterations.  They must also require all parking areas, 

storage buildings, and other facilities to be screened by vegetation or topography 

as much as practical from view from the public water, assuming summer, leaf-on 

conditions. 

 

SEC 4.7007 PLACEMENT, DESIGN, AND HEIGHT OF STRUCTURES 

 

Subd. 1. Placement of Structures on Lots.  When more than one setback applies to a 

site, structures and facilities must be located to meet all setbacks.  Where structures exist on the 

adjoining lots on both sides of a proposed building site, structure setbacks may be altered without 

a variance to conform to the adjoining setbacks from the ordinary high water level, provided the 

proposed building site is not located in a shore impact zone or in a bluff impact zone.  Structures 

shall be located as follows. 

 

A. Structure and On-site Sewage System Setbacks (in feet) from Ordinary High Water 

Level*. 

Setbacks* 

Classes of  Structures  

Sewage Treatment 

Public Waters  Unsewered Sewered System 

Rivers 

 Tributary   100 50 75 

*  One water-oriented accessory structure designed in accordance with Section 

4.7007, Subd. 2(B) of this ordinance may be set back a minimum distance of ten 

(10) feet from the ordinary high water level. 

 

B. Additional Structure Setbacks.  The following additional structure setbacks apply, 

regardless of the classification of the waterbody: 

 

 Setback From:    Setback (in feet) 

 a. top of bluff;           30 

 b. unplatted cemetery;          50 



 c. right-of-way line of federal, state, or       50 

 county highway; and 

 d. right-of-way line of town road, public street,  20 

 or other roads or streets not classified. 

 

C. Bluff Impact Zones.  Structures and accessory facilities, except stairways and landings, 

must not be placed within bluff impact zones. 

 

D. Uses Without Water-oriented Needs.  Uses without water-oriented needs must be located 

on lots or parcels without public waters frontage, or, if located on lots or parcels with 

public waters frontage, must either be set back double the normal ordinary high water 

level setback or be substantially screened from view from the water by vegetation or 

topography, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions. 

 

Subd. 2.  Design Criteria For Structures. 

 

A. High Water Elevations.  Structures must be placed in accordance with any floodplain 

regulations applicable to the site.  Where these controls do not exist, the elevation to 

which the lowest floor, including basement, shall be placed at least three feet above the 

highest known water level, or three feed above the ordinary high water level, whichever 

is higher. 

 

1. water-oriented accessory structures may have the lowest floor placed lower than 

the elevation determined in this item if the structure is constructed of 

flood-resistant materials to the elevation, electrical and mechanical equipment is 

placed above the elevation and, if long duration flooding is anticipated, the 

structure is built to withstand ice action and wind-driven waves and debris. 

 

B. Water-oriented Accessory Structures.  Each lot may have one water-oriented accessory 

structure not meeting the normal structure setback in Section 4.7007 of this ordinance if 

this water-oriented accessory structure complies with the following provisions: 

 

1. the structure or facility must not exceed ten feet in height, exclusive of safety 

rails, and cannot occupy an area greater than 250 square feet.  Detached decks 

must not exceed eight feet above grade at any point; 

 

2. the setback of the structure or facility from the ordinary high water level must be 

at least ten feet; 

 

3. the structure or facility must be treated to reduce visibility as viewed from public 

waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, topography, increased setbacks or 

color, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions; 

 

4. the roof may be used as a deck with safety rails, but must not be enclosed or used 

as a storage area; 

 

5. the structure or facility must not be designed or used for human habitation and 

must not contain water supply or sewage treatment facilities; and 



 

6. as an alternative for general development and recreational development 

waterbodies, water-oriented accessory structures used solely for watercraft 

storage, and including storage of related boating and water-oriented sporting 

equipment, may occupy an area up to 400 square feet provided the maximum 

width of the structure is 20 feet as measured parallel to the configuration of the 

shoreline. 

 

C. Stairways, Lifts, and Landings.  Stairways and lifts are the preferred alternative to major 

topographic alterations for achieving access up and down bluffs and steep slopes to shore 

areas.  Stairways and lifts must meet the following design requirements: 

 

1. stairways and lifts must not exceed four feet in width on residential lots.  Wider 

stairways may be used for commercial properties, public open-space recreational 

properties, and planned unit developments; 

 

2. landings for stairways and lifts on residential lots must not exceed 32 square feet 

in area.  Landings larger than 32 square feet may be used for commercial 

properties, public open-space recreational properties, and planned unit 

developments; 

 

3. canopies or roofs are not allowed on stairways, lifts, or landings; 

 

4. stairways, lifts, and landings may be either constructed above the ground on posts 

or pilings, or placed into the ground, provided they are designed and built in a 

manner that ensures control of soil erosion; 

 

5. stairways, lifts, and landings must be located in the most visually inconspicuous 

portions of lots, as viewed from the surface of the public water assuming summer, 

leaf-on conditions, whenever practical; and 

 

6. facilities such as ramps, lifts, or mobility paths for physically handicapped 

persons are also allowed for achieving access to shore areas, provided that the 

dimensional and performance standards of subitems (a) to (e) are complied with 

in addition to the requirements of Minnesota Regulations, Chapter 1340. 

 

D. Significant Historic Sites.  No structure may be placed on a significant historic site in a 

manner that affects the values of the site unless adequate information about the site has 

been removed and documented in a public repository. 

 

E. Steep Slopes.  The City Administrator/Clerk or his designated official must evaluate 

possible soil erosion impacts and development visibility from public waters before 

issuing a permit for construction of sewage treatment systems, roads, driveways, 

structures, or other improvements on steep slopes.  When determined necessary, 

conditions must be attached to issued permits to prevent erosion and to preserve existing 

vegetation screening of structures, vehicles, and other facilities as viewed from the 

surface of public waters, assuming summer, leaf-on vegetation. 

 



Subd. 3  Height of Structures.  All structures in residential districts, except churches 

and nonresidential agricultural structures, must not exceed 25 feet in height. 

 

SEC 4.7008 SHORELAND ALTERATIONS 

 

Subd. 1.  Shoreland alterations.  Alterations of vegetation and topography will be 

regulated to prevent erosion into public waters, fix nutrients, preserve shoreland aesthetics, 

preserve historic values, prevent bank slumping, and protect fish and wildlife habitat. 

 

Subd. 2. Vegetation Alterations. 

 

A. Vegetation alteration necessary for the construction of structures and sewage treatment 

systems and the construction of roads and parking areas regulated by Section 4.7009 

Subd. 1 through Section 4.7009 Subd. 3 of this ordinance are exempt from the vegetation 

alteration standards that follow. 

 

B. Removal or alteration of vegetation, except for agricultural and forest management uses is 

allowed subject to the following standards: 

 

1. Intensive vegetation clearing within the shore and bluff impact zones and on steep 

slopes is not allowed.  Intensive vegetation clearing for forest land conversion to 

another use outside of these areas is allowable as a conditional use if an erosion 

control and sedimentation plan is developed and approved by the soil and water 

conservation district in which the property is located. 

 

2. In shore and bluff impact zones and on steep slopes, limited clearing of trees and 

shrubs and cutting, pruning, and trimming of trees is allowed to provide a view to 

the water from the principal dwelling site and to accommodate the placement of 

stairways and landings, picnic areas, access paths, livestock watering areas, beach 

and watercraft access areas, and permitted water-oriented accessory structures or 

facilities, provided that: 

 

a. the screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities as viewed from the 

water, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions, is not substantially reduced; 

b. along rivers, existing shading of water surfaces is preserved; and 

c. the above provisions are not applicable to the removal of trees, limbs, or 

branches that are dead, diseased, or pose safety hazards. 

 

Subd. 3. Topographic Alterations/Grading and Filling. 

 

A. Grading and filling and excavations necessary for the construction of structures, sewage 

treatment systems, and driveways under validly issued construction permits for these 

facilities do not require the issuance of a separate grading and filling permit.  However, 

the grading and filling standards in this Section must be incorporated into the issuance of 

permits for construction of structures, sewage treatment systems, and driveways. 

 

B. Public roads and parking areas are regulated by Section 4.7009 Subd. 1 through Section 

4.7009 Subd. 3 of this ordinance. 



 

C. Notwithstanding Items (1) and (2) above, a grading and filling permit will be required for: 

 

1. the movement of more than ten (10) cubic yards of material on steep slopes or 

within shore or bluff impact zones; and 

 

2. the movement of more than 50 cubic yards of material outside of steep slopes and 

shore and bluff impact zones. 

 

D. The following considerations and conditions must be adhered to during the issuance of 

construction permits, grading and filling permits, conditional use permits, variances and 

subdivision approvals: 

 

1. Grading or filling in any type 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 wetland must be evaluated to 

determine how extensively the proposed activity would affect the following 

functional qualities of the wetland*: 

 

a. sediment and pollutant trapping and retention; 

b. storage of surface runoff to prevent or reduce flood damage; 

c. fish and wildlife habitat; 

d. recreational use; 

e. shoreline or bank stabilization; and 

f. noteworthiness, including special qualities such as historic significance, 

critical habitat for endangered plants and animals, or others. 

 

*  This evaluation must also include a determination of whether the wetland 

alteration being proposed requires permits, reviews, or approvals by other 

local, state, or federal agencies such as a watershed district, the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources, or the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers.  The applicant will be so advised. 

 

2. Alterations must be designed and conducted in a manner that ensures only the 

smallest amount of bare ground is exposed for the shortest time possible; 

 

3. Mulches or similar materials must be used, where necessary, for temporary bare 

soil coverage, and a permanent vegetation cover must be established as soon as 

possible; 

 

4. Methods to minimize soil erosion and to trap sediments before they reach any 

surface water feature must be used; 

 

5. Altered areas must be stabilized to acceptable erosion control standards consistent 

with the field office technical guides of the local soil and water conservation 

districts and the United States Soil Conservation Service; 

 

6. Fill or excavated material must not be placed in a manner that creates an unstable 

slope; 

 



7. Plans to place fill or excavated material on steep slopes must be reviewed by 

qualified professionals for continued slope stability and must not create finished 

slopes of 30 percent or greater; 

 

8. Fill or excavated material must not be placed in bluff impact zones; 

 

9. Any alterations below the ordinary high water level of public waters must first be 

authorized by the commissioner under Minnesota Statutes, section 103G.005; 

 

10. Alterations of topography must only be allowed if they are accessory to permitted 

or conditional uses and do not adversely affect adjacent or nearby properties; and 

 

11. Placement of natural rock riprap, including associated grading of the shoreline 

and placement of a filter blanket, is permitted if the finished slope does not 

exceed three feet horizontal to one foot vertical, the landward extent of the riprap 

is within ten feet of the ordinary high water level, and the height of the riprap 

above the ordinary high water level does not exceed three feet. 

 

E. Connections to public waters.  Excavations where the intended purpose is connection to a 

public water, such as boat slips, canals, lagoons, and harbors, must be controlled by local 

shoreland controls.  Permission for excavations may be given only after the 

commissioner has approved the proposed connection to public waters. 

 

 SEC 4.7009 PLACEMENT AND DESIGN OF ROADS, DRIVEWAYS, AND 

PARKING AREAS.  

 

 Subd. 1. Road and Parking Design.  Public and private roads and parking areas must be 

designed to take advantage of natural vegetation and topography to achieve maximum screening 

from view from public waters.  Documentation must be provided by a qualified individual that 

all roads and parking areas are designed and constructed to minimize and control erosion to 

public waters consistent with the field office technical guides of the local soil and water 

conservation district, or other applicable technical materials. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Road Setbacks. Roads, driveways, and parking areas must meet structure 

setbacks and must not be placed within bluff and shore impact zones, when other reasonable and 

feasible placement alternatives exist.  If no alternatives exist, they may be placed within these 

areas, and must be designed to minimize adverse impacts. 

 

 Subd. 3. Water Access.  Public and private watercraft access ramps, approach roads, and 

access-related parking areas may be placed within shore impact zones provided the vegetative 

screening and erosion control conditions of this subpart are met.  For private facilities, the 

grading and filling provisions of Section 4.7008 Subd. 3 of this ordinance must be met. 

 

 SEC 4.7010 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  

 

 Subd. 1. Standards. The following general and specific standards shall apply. 

 

A. General Standards 



 

1. When possible, existing natural drainageways, wetlands, and vegetated soil surfaces 

must be used to convey, story, filter, and retain stormwater runoff before discharge to 

public waters. 

 

2. Development must be planned and conducted in a manner that will minimize the 

extent of disturbed areas, runoff velocities, erosion potential, and reduce and delay 

runoff volumes. Disturbed areas must be stabilized and protected as soon as possible 

and facilities or methods used to retain sediment on the site. 

 

3. When development density, topographic features, and soil and vegetation conditions 

are not sufficient to adequately handle stormwater runoff using natural features and 

vegetation, various types of constructed facilities such as diversions, settling basins, 

skimming devices, dikes, waterways, and ponds may be used. Preference must be 

given to designs using surface drainage, vegetation, and infiltration rather than buried 

pipes and man-made materials and facilities. 

 

B. Specific Standards 

 

1. Impervious surface coverage of lots must not exceed 25 percent of the lot area. 

 

2. When constructed facilities are used for stormwater management, documentation 

must be provided by a qualified individual that they are designed and installed 

consistent with the field office technical guide of the local soil and water conservation 

districts. 

 

3. New constructed stormwater outfalls to public waters must provide for filtering or 

settling of suspended solids and skimming of surface debris before discharge. 

 

 SEC 4.7011 SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, 

PUBLIC/SEMIPUBLIC, AGRICULTURAL, FORESTRY AND EXTRACTIVE USES 

AND MINING OF METALLIC MINERALS AND PEAT.  

 

 Subd. 1. Standards for Commercial, Industrial, Public and Semipublic Uses. 

 

A. Surface water-oriented commercial uses and industrial, public, or semipublic uses with 

similar needs to have access to and use of public waters may be located on parcels or lots 

with frontage on public waters. Those uses with water-oriented needs much meet the 

following standards. 

 

1. In addition to meeting impervious coverage limits, setbacks, and other zoning 

standards in this ordinance, the uses must be designed to incorporate topographic and 

vegetative screening of parking areas and structures. 

 

2. Uses that require short-term watercraft mooring for patrons must centralize these 

facilities and design them to avoid obstructions of navigation and be the minimum 

size necessary to meet the need. 

 



3. Uses that depend on patrons arriving by watercraft may use signs and lighting to 

convey needed information to the public, subject to the following general standards. 

 

a. No advertising signs or supporting facilities for signs may be placed in or 

upon public waters. Signs conveying information or safety messages may be 

placed in or on public waters by a public authority or under a permit issued by 

the county sheriff. 

 

b. Signs may be placed, when necessary, within the shore impact zone if they are 

designed and sized to be the minimum necessary to convey needed 

information. They must only convey the location and name of the 

establishment and the general types of goods or services available. The signs 

must not contain other detailed information such as product brands and prices, 

must not be located higher than ten feet above the ground, and must not 

exceed 32 square feet in size. If illuminated by artificial lights, the lights must 

be shielded or directed to prevent illumination out across public waters. 

 

c. Other outside lighting may be located within the shore impact zone or over 

public waters if it is used primarily to illuminate potential safety hazards and 

is shielded or otherwise directed to prevent direct illumination out across 

public waters. This does not preclude the use of navigational lights. 

 

B. Uses without water-oriented needs must be located on lots or parcels without public 

waters frontage, or, if located on lots or parcels with public waters frontage, must either 

be set back double the normal ordinanry high way level setback or be substantially 

screened from view from the water by vegetation or topography, assuming summer, leaf-

of conditions. 

 

 Subd. 2. Agriculture Use Standards. General cultivation farming, grazing, nurseries, 

horticulture, truck farming, sod farming, and wild crop harvesting are permitted used if steep 

slopes and shore and bluff impact zones are maintained in permanent vegetation or operated 

under and approved conservation plan (Resource Management Systems) consistent with the field 

office technical guides of the local soil and water conservation districts or the United States Soil 

Conservation Service, as provided by a qualified individual or agency. The shore impact zone for 

parcels with permitted agricultural land uses is equal to a line parallel to and 50 feet from the 

ordinary high water level. 

 

 Subd. 3. Forest Management Standards. The harvesting or timber and associated 

reforestation must be conducted consistent with the provisions of the Minnesota Nonpoint 

Source Pollution Assessment-Forestry and the provisions of Water Quality in Forest 

Management ñBest Management Practices in Minnesota.ò 

 

Subd. 4. Extractive Use Standards 

 

A. Site Development and Restoration Plan. An extractive use site development and 

restoration plan must be developed, approved, and followed over the course of operation 

of the site. The plan must address dust, noise, possible pollutant discharges, hours and 

duration of operation, and anticipated vegetation and topographic alterations. It must also 



identify actions to be taken during operation to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 

particularly erosion, and must clearly explain how the site will be rehabilitated after 

extractive activities end. 

 

B. Setbacks for Processing Machinery. Processing machinery must be located consistent 

with setback standards for structures from ordinary high water levels of public waters and 

from bluffs. 

 

 Subd. 5. Mining of Metallic Minerals and Peat. Mining of metallic minerals and peat, 

as defined in Minnesota Statutes, sections 93.44 to 93.51, shall be a permitted use provided the 

provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 93.44 to 93.51, are satisfied. 

 

 SEC 4.7012 CONDITIONAL USES 

 

 Subd. 1. Conditional Uses. Conditional uses allowable within shoreland areas shall be 

subject to the review and approval procedures, and criteria for conditions for review of 

conditional uses established community-wide. The following additional evaluation criteria and 

conditions apply within shoreland areas. 

 

A. The prevention of soil erosion of other possible pollution of public waters, both during 

and after construction. 

 

B. The visibility of structures and other facilities as viewed from public waters is limited. 

 

C. The site is adequate for water supply and on-site sewage treatment. 

 

D. The types, uses, and numbers of watercraft that the project will generate are compatible 

in relation to the suitability of public waters to safety accommodate these watercraft. 

 

 Subd.2. Conditional attached to conditional use permits. The City Council, upon 

consideration of the criteria listed above and the purpose of this ordinance, shall attach such 

conditions to the issuance of the conditional use permit as it deems necessary to fulfill the 

purposes of this ordinance. Such conditions may include, but are not limited to, the following. 

 

A. Increased setbacks from ordinance high water level. 

 

B. Limitations on the natural vegetation to be removed or the requirement that additional 

vegetation be planted. 

 

C. Special provisions for the location, design, and use of structures, sewage treatment 

systems, watercraft launching and docking areas, and vehicle parking areas. 

 

SEC 4.7013 WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE TREATMENT 

 

Subd. 1. Water Supply. All potable water shall be obtained through connection with the 

municipal water utility. 

 

Subd. 2. Sewage Treatment. Any premises used for human occupancy must be 



connected to the municipal sewer utility. Private sewage treatment systems shall be considered a 

nonconforming sewage treatment system. No new private sewage treatment systems shall be 

permitted. Private sewage treatment systems in place prior to the date of this ordinance or prior 

to their annexation shall conform to the requirements of Section 4.7014, Subd. 4.  

 

Subd. 3. Nonconforming sewage treatment systems shall be regulated and upgraded in 

accordance with section 4.7014 of this ordinance. 

 

 SEC 4.7014 NONCONFORMITIES 

 

 Subd. 1. Nonconformities. All legally established nonconformities as of the date of this 

ordinance may continue, but they will be managed according to applicable state statutes and 

other regulations of this community for the subjects of alterations and additions, repair after 

damage, discontinuance of use, and intensification of use; except that the following standards 

will also apply in shoreland areas. 

 

 Subd. 2. Construction on nonconforming lots of record. 

 

A. Lots of record in the office of the county recorder on the date of enactment of local 

shoreland controls that do not meet the requirements of Section 4.7006 of this ordinance 

may be allowed as building sites without variances from lot size requirements provided 

the use is permitted in the zoning district, the lot has been in separate ownership from 

abutting lands at all times since it became substandard, was crated compliant with official 

controls in effect at the time, and sewage treatment and setback requirements of this 

ordinance are met. 

 

B. A variance from setback requirements must be obtained before any use or building permit 

is issued for a lot. In evaluating the variance, the planning and zoning commission shall 

consider sewage treatment and water supply capabilities or constraints of the lot and shall 

deny the variance if adequate facilities cannot be provided. 

 

C. If, in a group of two or more contiguous lots under the same ownership, any individual 

lot does not meet the requirements of Section 4.7006 of this ordinance the lot must not be 

considered as a separate parcel of land for the purposes of sale or development. The lot 

must be combined with the one or more contiguous lots so they equal one or more parcels 

of land, each meeting the requirements of Section 4.7006 of this ordinance as much as 

possible. 

 

 Subd. 3. Additions/expansions to nonconforming structures. 

 

A. All additions or expansions to the outside dimensions of an existing nonconforming 

structure must meet the setback, height, and other requirements of Sections 4.7005 to 

4.7006 of this ordinance. Any deviation from these requirements must be authorized by 

variance pursuant to Section 4.7003, Subd. 3. 

 

B. Deck additions may be allowed without a variance to the structure not meeting the 

required setback from the ordinary high water level if all of the following criteria and 

standards are met. 



 

1. The structure existed on the date the structure setbacks were established. 

 

2. A thorough evaluation of the property and structure reveals no reasonable location for 

a deck meeting or exceeding the existing ordinary high water level setback of the 

structure. 

 

3. The deck encroachment toward the ordinary high water level does not exceed 15 

percent of the existing setback of the structure from the ordinary high water level or 

does not encroach closer than 30 feet, whichever is more restrictive. 

 

4. The deck is constructed primarily of wood, and is not roofed or screened. 

 

 Subd. 4. Nonconforming sewage treatment systems. 

 

A. A sewage treatment system not meeting the requirements of Section 4.7013 of this 

ordinance must be replaced by a connection to the municipal sewer utility at any time a 

permit or variance of any type is required for any improvement on, or use of, the 

property. For the purposes of this provision, a sewage treatment system shall not be 

considered nonconforming if the only deficiency is the sewage treatment systemôs 

improper setback from the ordinary high water level. 

 

B. All sewage treatment systems must meet of exceed the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agencyôs standards for individual sewage treatment systems contained in the document 

titled, ñIndividual Sewage Treatment Systems Standards, Chapter 7080ò, a copy of which 

is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance. 

 

SEC. 4.7015 SUBDIVISIONS 

 

 Subd. 1. Land Suitability. Each lot created through subdivision must be suitable in its 

natural state for the proposed use with minimal alteration. The Planning Commission shall 

determine the suitability of each lot. Such determination shall include consideration for 

susceptibility to flooding, existence of wetlands, soil and rock formations with severe limitations 

for development, severe erosion potential, steep topography, inadequate water supply or sewage 

treatment capabilities, near-shore aquatic conditions unsuitable for water-based recreation, 

important fish and wildlife habitat, presence of significant historic sites, or any other feature in 

the natural land likely to be harmful to the health, safety, or welfare of future residents of the 

proposed subdivision or of the community. 

 

 Subd. 2. Consistency with Controls. Subdivisions must conform to all official controls 

of the City. A subdivision will not be approved where a later variance from one or more 

standards in official controls would be needed to use the lots for their intended purpose. Each lot 

shall meet the minimum lot size and dimensional requirements of Section 4.7006. 

 

 Subd. 3. Information Requirements. Sufficient information must be submitted by the 

applicant for the community to make a determination of land suitability. The information shall 

include at least the following: 

 



1. Topographic contours at ten-foot intervals or less from the United States Geological 

Survey map or more accurate sources, showing limiting site characteristics. 

 

2. The surface water features required in Minnesota Statutes, Section 505.02, 

subdivision 1, to be shown on plats, obtained from United States Geological Survey 

quadrangle topographic maps or more accurate sources. 

 

3. Adequate soils information to determine suitability for building from the most current 

existing sources or from field investigations such as soil borings, percolation tests, or 

other methods. 

 

4. Information regarding adequacy of domestic water supply; extent of anticipated 

vegetation and topographic alterations; near-shore aquatic conditions, including 

depths, types of bottom sediments, and aquatic vegetation; and proposed methods for 

controlling stormwater runoff and erosion, both during and after construction 

activities. 

 

5. Location of 100-year flood plain areas and floodway districts from existing adopted 

maps or data. 

 

6. A line or contour representing the ordinary high water level, the ñtoeò and the ñtopò 
of bluffs, and the minimum building setback distances from the top of the bluff and 

the lake or stream. 

 

 Subd. 4. Dedications. Where a land or easement dedication is a condition of subdivision 

approval, the approval must provide easements over natural drainage or ponding areas for 

management of stormwater and significant wetlands. 

 

 Subd. 5. Platting. All subdivisions that create five or more lots or parcels that are 2-1/2 

acres or less in size shall be processed as a plat in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 

505. No permit for the construction or buildings shall be issued for lots created after these 

official controls were enacted unless the lots was approved as part of a formal subdivision. 

 

 Subd. 6. Controlled Access or Recreational Lots. Lots intended as controlled accesses 

to public waters or for recreational use areas for use by nonriparian lots within a subdivision 

must meet or exceed the sizing criteria in Section 4.7006, subd. 2 of this ordinance. 
 

Source:  Ordinance No. 92, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-30-2008 

 

(Sections 4.71 through 4.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 4.98 Administrative Fines. Any person who violates this chapter shall pay an 

administrative fine of $100 to the City. Any administrative fine shall be in addition to other 

penalties allowed by law. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 81, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  5-10-2005 



 

 SEC. 4.99. VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 

or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 

and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 

in specific provisions hereof. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 12, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 



CHAPTER 5 

 

AIRPORT ZONING  

 

 SEC. 5.01.  PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY.  The Dodge Center Airport Zoning Board, 

created and established by action of the Council pursuant to the provisions and authority of 

Minnesota Statutes 360.063, hereby finds and declares that: 

 

Subd. 1.   An airport hazard endangers the lives and property of users of the Dodge 

Center Airport, and property or occupants of land in its vicinity, and also if of the 

obstructive type, in effect reduces the size of the area available for the landing, takeoff, 

and maneuvering of aircraft, thus tending to destroy or impair the utility of the Dodge 

Center Airport and the public investment therein. 

 

Subd. 2.  The creation or establishment of an airport hazard is a public nuisance and an 

injury to the region served by the Dodge Center Airport. 

 

Subd. 3.  For the protection of the public health, safety, order, convenience, prosperity 

and general welfare, and for the promotion of the most appropriate use of land, it is 

necessary to prevent the creation or establishment of airport hazards. 

 

Subd. 4.  The prevention of these airport hazards should be accomplished, to the extent 

legally possible, by the exercise of the police power without compensation. 

 

Subd. 5.  The prevention of the creation or establishment of airport hazards and the 

elimination, removal, alteration, mitigation, or marking and lighting of existing airport 

hazards are public purposes for which political subdivisions may raise and expend public 

funds. 

 

 SEC. 5.02.  LAND AFFECTED.  Those sections of land affected by this Chapter are 

indicated on "Exhibit A" following this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 5.03.  DEFINITIONS.  The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

 l.   "Airport"  means the Dodge Center Airport located in Section 2 of Ashland 

Township and Section 35 of Wasioja Township, Dodge County, Minnesota. 

 

 2.   "Airport Elevation"  means the established elevation of the highest point on the 

usable landing area which elevation is established to be l305 feet above mean sea 

level. 

 

 3.   "Airport Hazard"  means any structure or tree or use of land which obstructs the 

airspace required for, or is otherwise hazardous to, the flight of aircraft in landing 

or taking off at the airport; and any use of land which is hazardous to persons or 

property because of its proximity to the airport. 

 

 4.   "Dwelling"  means any building or portion thereof designed or used as a 



residence or sleeping place of one or more persons. 

 

 5.   "Height"  for the purpose of determining the height limits in all zones set forth in 

this Chapter and shown on the zoning map, the datum shall be mean sea level 

elevation unless otherwise specified. 

 

 6.   "Landing Area"  means the area of the airport used for the landing, taking off or 

taxiing of aircraft. 

 

 7.   "Nonconforming Use"  means any pre-existing structure, tree, natural growth, or 

use of land which is inconsistent with the provisions of this Chapter or an 

amendment hereto. 

 

 8.   "Non -precision Instrument Runway"  means a runway having an existing or 

planned straight-in instrument approach procedure utilizing air navigation 

facilities with only horizontal guidance, and for which no precision approach 

facilities are planned or indicated on an approved planning document. 

 

 9.   "Planned"  as used in this Chapter refers only to those proposed future airport 

developments that are so indicated on a planning document having the approval 

of the Federal Aviation Administration, the Minnesota Department of 

Aeronautics, and the City. 

 

l0.   "Runway"  means any existing or planned paved surface or turf covered area of 

the airport which is specifically designated and used or planned to be used for the 

landing and/or taking off of aircraft. 

 

11.   "Slope"  means an incline from the horizontal expressed in an arithmetic ratio of 

horizontal magnitude to vertical magnitude. 

 

40  slope = 40:l = 40 ft. horizontal to l ft. vertical 

 

12.   "Structure"  means an object constructed or installed by man, including, but 

without limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission 

lines. 

 

13.   "Traverse Ways"  for the purpose of determining height limits as set forth in this 

Chapter shall be increased in height by l7 feet for interstate highways; l5 feet for 

all other public roadways; l0 feet or the height of the highest mobile object that 

would normally traverse the road, whichever is greater, for private roads; 23 feet 

for railroads; and for waterways and all other traverse ways not previously 

mentioned, an amount equal to the height of the highest mobile object that would 

normally traverse it. 

 

14.   "Tree"  means any object of natural growth. 

 

15.   "Utility Runway"  means a runway that is constructed for and intended to be 

used by propeller-driven aircraft of l2,500 pounds maximum gross weight and 



less. 

 

16.   "Visual Runway"  means a runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft 

using visual approach procedures, with no straight-in instrument approach 

procedure and no instrument designation indicated on an approved planning 

document. 

 

17.   "Water Surfaces"  for the purpose of this Chapter shall have the same meaning 

as land for the establishment of protected zones. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 13, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 5.04 through 5.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 5.10.  AIRSPACE OBSTRUCTION ZONING.  

 

Subd. 1.  Airspace Zones.  In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter, as set forth 

above, the following airspace zones are hereby established:  Primary Zone, Horizontal 

Zone, Conical Zone, Approach Zone, and Transitional Zone and whose locations and 

dimensions are as follows: 

 

A.   Primary Zone:   All that land which lies directly under an imaginary primary 

surface longitudinally centered on a runway and: 

 

l)   extending 200 feet beyond each end of Runway l6/34. 

2)   extending 200 feet beyond each end of Runway 06/24. 

 

 The elevation of any point on the primary surface is the same as the elevation of 

the nearest point on the runway centerline.  The width of the primary surface is: 

 

 l)   500 feet for Runway l6/34. 

 2)   500 feet for Runway 06/24. 

 

B.   Horizontal Zone:  All that land which lies directly under an imaginary 

horizontal surface l50 feet above the established airport elevation, or a height of 

l455 feet above mean sea level, the perimeter of which is constructed by swinging 

arcs of specified radii from the center of each end of the primary surface of each 

runway and connecting the adjacent arcs by lines tangent to those arcs.  The 

radius of each arc is: 

 

l)   l0,000 feet for Runway l6/34. 

2)   6,000 feet for Runway 06/24. 

 

When a 6,000 foot arc is encompassed by tangents connecting two adjacent l0,000 

foot arcs, the 6,000 foot arc shall be disregarded in the construction of the 

perimeter of the horizontal surface. 

 



C.   Conical Zone:  All that land which lies directly under an imaginary conical 

surface extending upward and outward from the periphery of the horizontal 

surface at a slope of 20 to l for a horizontal distance of 4,000 feet as measured 

radially outward from the periphery of the horizontal surface. 

D.   Approach Zone:  All that land which lies directly under an imaginary approach 

surface longitudinally centered on the extended centerline at each end of a 

runway.  The inner edge of the approach surface is at the same width and 

elevation as, and coincides with, the end of the primary surface.  The approach 

surface inclines upward and outward for a distance of l0,000 feet at the following 

slopes and outer widths, then continuing at the same rate of divergence to the 

periphery of the Conical Surface. 

 

l) 40:l slope and 3500 feet outer width for Runway l6/34; 

2) 40:l slope and 2500 feet outer width for Runway 06/24. 

 

E.   Transitional Zone:  All that land which lies directly under an imaginary surface 

extending upward and outward at right angles to the runway centerline and 

centerline extended at a slope of 7 to l from the sides of the primary surfaces and 

from the sides of the approach surfaces until they intersect the horizontal surface 

or the conical surface. 

 

Subd. 2.  Height Restrictions.  Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, and except 

as necessary and incidental to airport operations, no structure or tree shall be constructed, 

altered, maintained, or allowed to grow in any airspace zone created in this Section so as 

to project above any of the imaginary airspace surfaces described in Subd. l, above.  

Where an area is covered by more than one height limitation, the more restrictive 

limitations shall prevail. 

 

Subd. 3.  Boundary Limitations.  The City may regulate the location, size and use of 

buildings and the density of population in that portion of an airport hazard area under the 

approach zones for distance not exceeding two miles from the airport boundary and by 

height restriction zoning for a distance not to exceed one and one-half miles from the 

airport boundary. 

 

 SEC. 5.ll.  LAND USE SAFETY ZONING. 

 

Subd. l.  Safety Zone Boundaries.  In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter and 

in order to restrict those uses which may be hazardous to the operational safety of aircraft 

operating to and from the Dodge Center Airport, and to limit population and building 

density in the runway approach areas thereby creating sufficient open space so as to 

protect life and property in case of an accident, there are hereby created and established 

the following land use safety zones: 

 

A.   Safety Zone A:  All land in that portion of the approach zones of a runway which 

extends outward from the end of primary surface a distance equal to two-thirds of 

the planned length of the runway, which distance shall be: 

 

l)  3000 feet for Runway l6/34. 



2)   2400 feet for Runway 06/24. 

 

 

 

B.   Safety Zone B:  All land in that portion of the approach zones of a runway which 

extends outward from Safety Zone A a distance equal to one-third of the planned 

length of the runway, which distance shall be: 

 

l)   l500 feet for Runway l6/34. 

2)   l200 feet for Runway 06/24. 

 

C.   Safety Zone C:  All that land which is enclosed within the perimeter of the 

horizontal zone and which is not included in Zone A or Zone B. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Use Restrictions. 
 

A.   General. Subject at all times to the height restrictions set forth herein, no use shall 

be made of any land in any of the safety zones which creates or causes 

interference with the operation of radio or electronic facilities on the airport or 

with radio or electronic communications between airport and aircraft, makes it 

diff icult for pilots to distinguish between airport lights and other lights, resulting 

in glare in the eyes of pilots using the airport, impairs visibility in the vicinity of 

the airport, or otherwise endangers the landing, taking off, or maneuvering of 

aircraft. 

 

B.  Zone A.  Subject at all times to the height restrictions set forth herein and to the 

general restrictions contained in this Subdivision, areas designated as Zone A shall 

contain no buildings, temporary structures, exposed transmission lines, or other 

similar above-ground land use structural hazards, and shall be restricted to those 

uses which will not create, attract, or bring together an assembly of persons 

thereon.  Permitted uses may include, but are not limited to, such uses as 

agriculture (seasonal crops), horticulture, animal husbandry, raising of livestock, 

wildlife habitat, light outdoor recreation (non-spectator), cemeteries, and auto 

parking. 

 

C.   Zone B.  Subject at all times to the height restrictions set forth herein and to the 

general restrictions contained in this Subdivision, areas designated as Zone B shall 

be restricted in use as follows: 

 

l)   Each use shall be on a site whose area shall not be less than three acres. 

 

2)   Each use shall not create, attract, or bring together a site population that 

would exceed l5 times that of the site acreage. 

 

3)   Each site shall have no more than one building plot upon which any 

number of structures may be erected. 

 

4) A building plot shall be a single, uniform and non-contrived area, whose 



shape is uncomplicated and whose area shall not exceed the following 

minimum ratios with respect to the total site area: 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 Site Area   But Less       Ratio of             Building             Max. Site 

 at Least      Than     Site Area to          Plot Area           Population 

 (Acres)     (Acres)    Bldg. Plot Area           (Sq.Ft.)       (l5 persons/A) 

   

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 3          4              l2:l          l0,900               45 

 4           6           l0:l         l7,400         60 

 6          l0                 8:l         32,600               90 

 l0        20                  6:l          72,600              l50 

  20      and up                 4:l         2l8,000           300   

 ___________________________________________________________________________    

  

5)   The following uses are specifically prohibited in Zone B:  Churches, 

hospitals, schools, theaters, stadiums, hotels and motels, trailer courts, 

camp grounds, and other places of frequent public or semipublic 

assembly. 

 

D.   Zone C.  Zone C is subject only to height restrictions set forth herein and to the 

general restrictions contained in this Subdivision. 

 

Subd. 3.  Boundary Limitations.  The City may regulate the location, size and hazard 

area under the approach zones for a distance not to exceed two miles from the airport 

boundary and in other portions of an airport hazard area not to exceed one mile from the 

airport boundary. 

 

 SEC. 5.l2.  AIRPORT ZONING MAP.  The zones herein established as shown on the 

Dodge Center Airport Zoning Map prepared by Wallace Holland Kastler Schmitz & Company 

and dated September 23, l992, follow this Chapter, marked EXHIBIT A, and made a part hereof, 

which Map, together with such amendments thereto as may from time to time be made, and all 

notations, references, elevations, data, zone boundaries, and other information thereon, is hereby 

adopted as part of this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 5.l3.  NON-CONFORMING USES.  The regulations prescribed by this Chapter 

are not retroactive and shall not be construed to require the removal, lowering, or other changes 

or alteration of any structure or tree not conforming to the regulations as of the effective date of 

this Chapter, or otherwise interfere with the continuance of any nonconforming use.  Nothing 

herein contained shall require any change in the construction, alteration, or intended use of any 

structure, the construction or alteration of which was begun prior to the effective date of this 

Chapter, and is diligently prosecuted and completed within two years thereof. 

 

 SEC. 5.l4.  PERMITS. 

 



Subd. l.  Future Uses.  Except as specifically provided in this Subdivision, no material 

change shall be made in the use of land and no structure shall be erected, altered, or 

otherwise established in any  zone hereby created  unless a permit  therefore shall have 

been applied for and granted by the Zoning Administrator.  Each application for a permit 

shall indicate the purpose for which the permit is desired, with sufficient particularity to 

permit it to conform to the regulations herein prescribed.  If such determination is in the 

affirmative, the permit shall be granted. 

 

A.    A permit for a tree or structure of less than 75 feet of vertical height above the 

ground shall not be required in the horizontal and conical zones or in any 

approach and transitional zones beyond a horizontal distance of 4,500 feet from 

each end of the runway except when such tree or structure, because of terrain, land 

contour, or topographic features, would extend the height limit prescribed for the 

respective zone. 

 

B.   Nothing contained in Subparagraph A, above, shall be construed as permitting or 

intending to permit any construction, alteration, or growth of any structure or tree 

in excess of any of the height limitations established by this Chapter. 

 

Subd. 2.  Existing Uses.  Before any existing use or structure may be replaced, 

substantially altered or repaired, or rebuilt within any zone established herein, a permit 

must be secured authorizing such replacement, change, or repair.  No permit shall be 

granted that would allow the establishment or creation of any airport hazard or permit a 

nonconforming use, structure, or tree to become a greater hazard to air navigation than it 

was on the effective date of this Chapter, or any amendments thereto, or than it is when 

the application for a permit is made.  Except as indicated, all applications for such permit 

shall be granted. 

 

Subd. 3.  Nonconforming Uses Abandoned or Destroyed.  Whenever the Zoning 

Administrator determines that a nonconforming structure or tree has been abandoned or 

more than 50% torn down, physically deteriorated, or decayed, no permit shall be granted 

that would allow such structure or tree to exceed the applicable height limit or otherwise 

deviate from the zoning regulations.  Whether application is made for a permit under this 

Subdivision or not, the Zoning Administrator may order the owner of the abandoned or 

partially destroyed nonconforming structure, at his own expense, to lower, remove, 

reconstruct, or equip the same in the manner necessary to conform to the provisions of 

this Chapter.  In the event the owner of the nonconforming structure shall neglect or 

refuse to comply with such order for ten days after receipt of written notice of such order, 

the Zoning Administrator may, by appropriate legal action, proceed to have the 

abandoned or partially destroyed nonconforming structure lowered, removed, 

reconstructed, or equipped and assess the cost and expense thereof against the land on 

which the structure is or was located.  Unless such an assessment is paid within ninety 

days from the service of notice thereof on the owner of the land, the sum shall bear 

interest at the rate of eight percent per annum from the date the cost and expense is 

incurred until paid, and shall be collected in the same manner as are general taxes. 

 

 SEC. 5.l5.  VARIANCES.  Any person desiring to erect or increase the height of any 

structure, or permit the growth of any tree, or use his property not in accordance with the 



regulations prescribed in this Chapter may apply to the Airport Board of Adjustment, hereinafter 

provided for, for a variance from such regulations.  If a person submits an application for a 

variance by certified mail to the members of the Board and the Board fails to grant or deny the 

variance within four months after the last member receives the application, the variance shall be 

deemed to be granted by the Board.  When the variance is granted by reason of the failure of the 

Board to act on the variance, the person receiving the variance shall notify the Board and the 

Commissioner of Transportation by certified mail that the variance has been granted.  The 

applicant shall include a copy of the original application for the variance with this notice to the 

Commissioner. The variance shall be effective 60 days after this notice is received by the 

Commissioner subject to any action taken by the Commissioner pursuant to Section 360.063, 

Subdivision 6.  Such variances shall be allowed where it is duly found that a literal application or 

enforcement of the regulations would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship and 

relief granted would not be contrary to the public interest but do substantial justice and be in 

accordance with the spirit of this Chapter provided any variance so allowed may be subject to 

any reasonable conditions that the Airport Board of Adjustment or Commissioner may deem 

necessary to effectuate the purpose of this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 5.l6.  HAZARD MARKING AND LIGHTING.  

 

Subd. l.  Nonconforming Uses.  The owner of any nonconforming structure or tree is 

hereby required to permit the installation, operation, and maintenance thereon of such 

markers and lights as shall be deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator to indicate 

to the operators of aircraft in the vicinity of the airport the presence of such airport 

hazards.  Such markers and lights shall be installed, operated, and maintained at the 

expense of the City. 

 

Subd. 2.  Permits and Variances.  Any permit or variance granted by the Zoning 

Administrator or Airport Board of Adjustment as the case may be, may, if such action is 

deemed advisable to effectuate the purpose of this Chapter and be reasonable in the 

circumstances, so condition such permit or variance as to require the owner of the 

structure or tree in question at his own expense, to install, operate, and maintain thereon 

such markers and lights as may be necessary to indicate to pilots the presence of an 

airport hazard. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l3, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 5.l7 through 5.l9, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

  

 SEC. 5.20.  AIRPORT ZONING ADMINISTRATOR.  The Zoning Administrator 

shall administer and enforce the regulations prescribed herein.  Applications for permits and 

variances shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon a form furnished by the 

Administrator.  Permit applications shall be promptly considered and granted or denied.  

Variance applications shall be forthwith transmitted by the Zoning Administrator for action by 

the Airport Board of Adjustment hereinafter provided for. 

 

 SEC. 5.2l.  AIRPORT BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. 

 



Subd. l.  Establishment.  The Airport Board of Adjustment shall consist of five members 

appointed by the Dodge Center Airport Zoning Board, and each shall serve for a term of 

three years and until his successor is duly appointed and qualified. Of the members first 

appointed, one shall be appointed for a term of one year, two for a term of two years, and 

two for a term of three years.  Upon their appointment the members shall select a 

Chairman to act at the pleasure of the Board.  Members shall be removable by the Airport 

Zoning Board for cause, upon written charges, after a public hearing. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Powers.  The Airport Board of Adjustment shall have and exercise the 

following powers: 

A.   To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by the Zoning Administrator in the enforcement of this 

Chapter. 

 

B.   To hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of this Chapter upon which 

such Airport Board of Adjustment under such regulations may be required to 

pass. 

 

C.   To hear and decide specific variances. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Procedures. 

 

A.   The Airport Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules for its governance and 

procedure in harmony with the provisions of this Chapter.  Meetings of the 

Airport Board of Adjustment shall be held at the call of the Chairman and at such 

other times as the Airport Board of Adjustment may determine.  The Chairman, 

or in his absence, the Acting Chairman, may administer oaths and compel the 

attendance of witnesses.  All hearings of the Airport Board of Adjustment shall 

be public.  The Airport Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its 

proceedings showing the vote of each member upon each question or, if absent or 

failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations 

and other official actions, all of which shall immediately be filed in the office of 

the Zoning Administrator and shall be a public record. 

 

B.  The Airport Board of Adjustment shall make written findings of fact and 

conclusions of law giving the facts upon which it acted and its legal conclusions 

from such facts in reversing, affirming, or modifying any order, requirement, 

decision or determination which comes before it under the provisions of this 

Chapter. 

 

C.   The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the Airport Board of 

Adjustment shall be sufficient to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 

determination of the Zoning Administrator or to decide in favor of the applicant 

on any matter upon which it is required to pass under this Chapter or to effect any 

variation in this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 5.22.  APPEALS. 

 



A.   Any person aggrieved, or any taxpayer affected by any decision of the Zoning 

Administrator made in the administration of this Chapter may appeal to the 

Airport Board of Adjustment.  Such appeals may also be made by any governing 

body of a municipality, county, or airport zoning board, which is of the opinion 

that a decision of the Zoning Administrator is an improper application of this 

Chapter as it concerns such governing body or board. 

 

B.   All appeals hereunder must be commenced within 30 days of the Zoning 

Administrator's decision, by filing with the Zoning Administrator a notice of 

appeal specifying the grounds thereof.  The Zoning Administrator shall forthwith 

transmit to the Airport Board of Adjustment all the papers constituting the record 

upon which the action appealed from was taken.  In addition, any person 

aggrieved, or any taxpayer affected by any decisions of the Zoning Administrator 

made in his administration of this Chapter who desires to appeal such decision 

shall submit an application for a variance by certified mail to the members of the 

Airport Board of Adjustment in the matter set forth in Minnesota Statutes 

360.067, Subdivision 2. 

 

C.   An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, 

unless the Zoning Administrator certifies to the Airport Board of Adjustment, 

after the notice of appeal has been filed with it, that by reason of the facts stated in 

the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or 

property.  In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed except by order of the 

Airport Board of Adjustment on notice to the Zoning Administrator and on due 

cause shown. 

 

D.   The Airport Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for hearing appeals, 

give public notice and due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same 

within a reasonable time.  Upon the hearing any party may appear in person or by 

agent or by attorney. 

 

E.   The Airport Board of Adjustment may, in conformity with the provisions of this 

Chapter, reverse or affirm, in whole or in part, or modify the order, requirement, 

decision or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, 

decision or determination, as may be appropriate under the circumstances, and to 

that end shall have all the powers of the Zoning Administrator. 

 

 SEC. 5.23.  JUDICIAL REVIEW.  Any person aggrieved, or any taxpayer affected by 

any decision of the Airport Board of Adjustment, or any governing body of a municipality, 

county, or airport zoning board, which is of the opinion that a decision of the Airport Board of 

Adjustment is illegal, may present to the District Court of Dodge County a verified petition 

setting forth that the decision is illegal, in whole or in part, and specifying the grounds of the 

illegality.  Such petition shall be presented to the Court within 30 days after the decision is filed 

in the office of the Airport Board of Adjustment.  The petitioner must exhaust the remedies 

provided in this Chapter before availing himself of the right to petition a Court as provided by 

this Section. 

 

 SEC. 5.24.  UNLAWFUL ACTS.  It is unlawful for any person to construct, establish, 



substantially change, alter or repair any existing structure or use, or permit the growth of any tree 

without having complied with the provisions of this Chapter or who, having been granted a 

permit or variance under the provisions of this Chapter, shall construct, establish, substantially 

change or substantially alter or repair any existing growth or structure or permit the growth of 

any tree, except as permitted by such permit or variance.  The Zoning Administrator may enforce 

all provisions of this Chapter through such proceedings for injunctive relief and other relief as 

may be proper under the laws of Minnesota Statutes 360.073 and other applicable law. 

 

 SEC. 5.25.  CONFLICTS.  Where there exists a conflict between any of the regulations 

or limitations prescribed in this Chapter and any other regulations applicable to the same area, 

whether the conflict be with respect to the height of structures or trees, the use of land, or any 

other matter, the more stringent limitation or regulation shall govern and prevail. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. l3, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-23-1993 

 

 (Sections 5.26 through 5.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 5.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.   Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 

or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 

and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 

in specific provisions hereof. 

 

  Source:  Ordinance No. l3, 2nd Series 

  Effective Date:  6-23-1993 
 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 6 

 

CONSTRUCTION LICENSING,  

PERMITS AND REGULATION  

 

 

SECTION 6.0l.  BUILDING CODE.   The Minnesota State Building Code, established 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, § 16B.75, is hereby adopted as the Building Code for this 

jurisdiction.  The Code is hereby incorporated in this Section as if fully set out herein. 

 

Subd. 1.  Administration and Enforcement.  The application, administration, and 

enforcement of the Code shall be in accordance with Minnesota Rule Part 1300.2100 and 

as modified by Chapter 1305. 

 

Subd. 2.  The Building Official.  The Building Official for the City shall be a Minnesota 

Certified Building Official as required by Minnesota Statutes, § 16B.75. 

 

Subd. 3.  Chapters Adopted.  The Minnesota State Building Code includes the 

following Chapters of Minnesota Rules: 

 

 1) Chapter 1300 -Minnesota Building Code. 

 

 2)   Chapter 1301 -Building Official Certification. 

 

3)   Chapter 1302 -State Building Construction Approvals. 

 

4) Chapter 1305 -Adoption of l994 Uniform Building Code, including Appendix 

Chapter 3, Division I, Detention and Correctional Facilities; Chapter 12, Division 

II, Sound Transmission Control; and Chapter 29, Minimum Plumbing Fixtures. 

 

5)   Chapter 1307 -Elevators and Related Devices. 

 

6)   Chapter 1315 -Adoption of the 1993 National Electrical Code. 

 

7)   Chapter 1325 -Solar Energy Systems. 

 

8)   Chapter 1330 -Fallout Shelters. 

 

9)   Chapter 1335 -Flood proofing Regulations. 

 

 10)   Chapter 1340 -Facilities for the Handicapped. 

 

11)   Chapter 1346 -Adoption of the 1991 Uniform Mechanical Code. 

 

12)   Chapter 1350 -Manufactured Homes. 

 

 13)  Chapter 1360 -Prefabricated Buildings. 

 



 14)   Chapter 1365 -Snow Loads. 

 

 15)   Chapter 1370 -Storm Shelters. 

  

 16)   Chapter 4715 -Minnesota Plumbing Code. 

 

 17)   Chapter 7670 -Minnesota Energy Code. 

 

SEC. 6.02.  PERMITS AND FEES.  Fees for permits under this Chapter, which may 

include a surcharge, shall be determined by the Council and fixed by its resolution, a copy of 

which shall be in the office of the Clerk Administrator and uniformly enforced.  The Building 

Code Fee Schedule 40% 1997 Edition State Building Code is hereby adopted by reference as 

though set forth verbatim herein.  One copy of said Fee Schedule shall be kept on file in the 

office of the City Administrator and open to inspection and use by the public. 
 

SEC. 6.03.  BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED.  It is unlawful for any person to 

erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert, or demolish any building 

or structure, or any part or portion thereof, including, but not limited to, the plumbing, electrical, 

ventilating, heating or air conditioning systems therein, or cause the same to be done, without 

first obtaining a separate building or mechanical permit for each such building, structure or 

mechanical components from the City.   A deposit, due at the  time of the permit application,  is 

required with all building permits.  In the event a final inspection is not completed within twelve 

months of the permit issuance date, the deposit will be forfeited.  The amount of the deposit shall 

be determined by the Council and fixed by its resolution, a copy of which shall be in the office of 

the City Administrator and uniformly enforced. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 58, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 12-10-2002 

 

 (Sections 6.04 through 6.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

     SEC. 6.10. PERMITS AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MOVING 

BUILDINGS.  

 

Subd. 1. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

l)   "Highway" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is a State trunk 

highway, County State-aid highway, or County road. 

 

2)   "Street" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is not a State 

trunk highway, County State- aid highway or County road. 

 

3)   "Moving Permit" means a document allowing the use of a street or highway for 

the purpose of moving a building. 

 

4)   "Highway Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a highway for 

which a fee is charged which does not include route approval, but does include 



regulation of activities which do not involve the use of the highway; which 

activities include, but are not limited to, repairs or alterations to a municipal utility 

required by reason of such movement. 

 

5)   "Street Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a street for which a 

fee is charged which does include route approval, together with use of the street 

and activities including, but not limited to, repairs or alterations to a municipal 

utility required by reason of such movement. 

 

6)   "Combined Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on both a street 

and a highway. 

 

Subd. 2.  Application.  The application for a moving permit shall state the dimensions, 

weight, and approximate loaded height of the structure or building proposed to be moved, 

the places from which and to which it is to be moved, the route to be followed, the dates 

and times of moving and parking, the name and address of the mover, and the municipal 

utility and public property repairs or alterations that will be required by reason of such 

movement.  In the case of a street moving permit or combined moving permit the 

application shall also state the size and weight of the structure or building proposed to be 

moved and the street alterations or repairs that will be required by reason of such 

movement.  

 

Subd. 3.  Permit and Fee.  The moving permit shall state date or dates of moving, hours, 

routing, movement and parking.  Permits shall be issued only for moving buildings by 

building movers licensed by the State of Minnesota, except that a permit may be issued to 

a person moving his own building, or a person moving a building which does not exceed 

l2 feet in width, 25 feet in length, or l6 feet in loaded height.  Fees to be charged shall be 

separate for each of the following:  (l) a moving permit fee to cover use of streets and 

route approval, and (2) a fee equal to the anticipated amount required to compensate the 

City for any municipal utility and public property (other than streets) repairs or alterations 

occasioned by such movement.  All permit fees shall be paid in advance of issuance. 

 

Subd. 4.  Building Permit and Code Compliance.  Before any building is moved from 

one location to another within the City, or from a point of origin without the City to a 

destination within the City, regardless of the route of movement, it shall be inspected and 

a building permit shall have been issued for at least the work necessary to bring it into full 

compliance with the State Building Code. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Unlawful Acts. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any street without a moving 

permit from the City. 

 

B.   It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any highway without a 

highway moving permit from the City. 

 

C.  It is unlawful to move any building (including a manufactured home) if the point 

of origin or destination (or both) is within the City, and regardless of the route of 



movement, without having paid in full all real and personal property taxes, special 

assessments and municipal utility charges due on the premises of origin and filing 

written proof of such payment with the City. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 

 

 (Sections 6.ll through 6.l4, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

     SEC. 6.15.  SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION.  

 

Subd. 1.  Private Sewage Disposal Systems.  All buildings for which permits are issued 

after adoption of this Section shall be connected to the City sewerage disposal system 

unless to do so would require the installation of a lift station. 

 

Subd. 2.  Roof and Surface Water, Sump Pumps and Other Natural Precipitation.  

No water from the roof, surface, sump pump, or other natural precipitation shall be 

discharged into the sanitary sewerage system from a building for which a permit is issued 

after adoption of this Section. 

 

Subd. 3.  Remote-Type Water Meters.  All buildings for which permits are issued after 

adoption of this Section shall have remote-type water meters. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

 (Sections 6.l6 through 6.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 6.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.   Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he/she performs an act thereby 

prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared 

unlawful, or performs an act prohibited or declared unlawful or fails to act when such failure is 

prohibited or declared unlawful by a Code adopted by reference by this Chapter, and upon 

conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated in specific 

provisions hereof. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 
 

 

 



CHAPTER 7 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSING AND REGULATION  

 
SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF STATE LAW BY REFERENCE . 

The provisions of M.S. Ch. § 340A, as they may be amended from time to time, with reference 

to the definition of terms, conditions of operation, restrictions on consumption, provisions 

relating to sales, hours of sale, and all other matters pertaining to the retail sale, distribution, and 

consumption of intoxicating liquor and 3.2 percent malt liquor are hereby adopted by reference 

and are made a part of this Ordinance as if set out in full. It is the intention of the City Council 

that all future amendments to M.S. Ch. § 340A are hereby adopted by reference or referenced as 

if they had been in existence at the time this Ordinance is adopted. 

 

SECTION 2. CITY MAY BE MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN STATE LAW . 

The Council is authorized by the provisions of M.S. § 340A.509, as it may be amended from 

time to time, to impose, and has imposed in this ordinance, additional restrictions on the sale and 

possession of alcoholic beverages within its limits beyond those contained in M.S. Ch. § 340A, 

as it may be amended from time to time. 

 

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS . 

In addition to the definitions contained in M.S. § 340A.101, as it may be amended from time to 

time, the following terms are defined for purposes of this ordinance: 

LIQUOR.  As used in this ordinance, without modification by the words an ñintoxicatingò or 

a ñ3.2 percent maltò includes both intoxicating liquor and 3.2 percent malt liquor. 

RESTAURANT. An eating facility, other than a hotel, under the control of a single proprietor 

or manager, where meals are regularly prepared on the premises, where full waitress/waiter table 

service is provided, where a customer orders food from printed menus and where the main food 

course is served and consumed while seated at a single location. To be a restaurant as defined by 

this section, an establishment shall have a license from the state as required by M.S. § 157.16, as 

it may be amended from time to time, and meet the definition of either a ñsmall establishment,ò 

ñmedium establishmentò or ñlarge establishmentò as defined in M.S. Ä 157.16, subd. 3d, as it 

may be amended from time to time. An establishment which serves prepackaged food that 

receives heat treatment and is served in the package or frozen pizza that is heated and served, 

shall not be considered to be a restaurant for purposes of this ordinance unless it meets the 

definitions of a ñsmall establishmentò, ñmedium establishmentò or ñlarge establishmentò. 

 

SECTION 4. NUDITY ON THE PREMISES OF LICENSED ESTABLISHMENTS 

PROHIBITED . 

(A)    The City Council finds that it is in the best interests of the public health, safety, and 

general welfare of the people of the city that nudity is prohibited as provided in this section on 

the premises of any establishment licensed under this ordinance. This is to protect and assist the 

owners, operators, and employees of the establishment, as well as patrons and the public in 

general, from harm stemming from the physical immediacy and combination of alcohol, nudity, 

and sex. The Council especially intends to prevent any subliminal endorsement of sexual 

harassment or activities likely to lead to the possibility of various criminal conduct, including 

prostitution, sexual assault, and disorderly conduct. The Council also finds that the prohibition of 

nudity on the premises of any establishment licensed under this ordinance, as set forth in this 

section, reflects the prevailing community standards of the city.  



(B)    It is unlawful for any licensee to permit or allow any person or persons on the licensed 

premises when the person does not have his or her buttocks, anus, breasts, and genitals covered 

with a non-transparent material. It is unlawful for any person to be on the licensed premises 

when the person does not have his or her buttocks, anus, breasts, and genitals covered with a 

non-transparent material. 

(C)   A violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable as provided by law, and is 

justification for revocation or suspension of any liquor, wine, or 3.2 percent malt liquor license 

or any other license issued under this ordinance or the imposition of a civil penalty under the 

provisions of Section 30(B). 

 

SECTION 5. CONSUMPTION IN PUBLIC PLACES . 

It is unlawful for any person to consume, or possess in an unsealed container, any alcoholic 

beverage on any (1) City Park, (2) street, (3) public property, or (4) private parking lot to which 

the public has access, except on such premises when and where permission has been specifically 

granted or licensed by the Council. Provided that this Section shall not apply to the possession of 

an unsealed container in a motor vehicle when the container is kept in the trunk of such vehicle, 

if i t is equipped with a trunk, or kept in some other area of the vehicle not normally occupied by 

the driver or passengers if the motor vehicle is not equipped with a trunk. For the purposes of 

this Section, a utility or glove compartment shall be deemed to be within the area occupied by 

the driver or passengers. Provided, further, a person may consume and possess alcoholic 

beverages in a City park between the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. as long as no glass 

containers or kegs (of either beer or malt liquor) are used or possessed and as long as said person 

complies with all other laws. 

 

SECTION 6. RAFFLES, SILENT AUCTIONS AND FUND RAISING EVENTS FOR 

CHARITABLE PURPOSES OF WINE, BEER OR INTOXICATING LIQUORS.  

No person shall conduct a silent auction, raffle of other fund raising event pursuant to Minn. Stat. 

§ 340A.707 with prizes or awards of wine, beer or intoxicating liquors without notifying the city 

clerk of the event at least ten days prior to the occurrence of the event. The event holder shall 

provide the city with the following information: the person or organization holding the event, the 

day, time and location of the event, type of fund raising event (silent auction, raffle or 

otherwise), type and amount of wine, beer, intoxicating liquor to be awarded as prizes, and the 

charitable purposes to which the event proceeds will be donated. 

 

SECTION 7. NUMBER OF LICENSES WHICH MAY BE ISSUED . 

State law establishes the number of liquor licenses that a city may issue. However, the number of 

licenses which may be granted under this ordinance is limited to the number of license which 

were issued as of the effective date of this ordinance, even if a larger number of licenses are 

authorized by law or election. The Council in its sound discretion may provide by ordinance that 

a larger number of licenses may be issued up to the number of licenses authorized by M.S. Ch. § 

340A, as it may be amended from time to time. If a larger number of licenses in a particular 

category has been authorized by a referendum held under the provisions of M.S. § 340A.413, 

subd. 3, as it may be amended from time to time, but not all of them have been issued, the larger 

number of licenses is no longer in effect until the Council by ordinance determines that any or all 

of the licenses may be issued. The Council is not required to issue the full number of licenses 

that it has available. 

A. In addition to the licenses which were issued as of the effective date of this ordinance, 

Dodge Country Club, Inc. shall be eligible for the following licenses. 



1. A Combination on-sale/off-sale license. 

2. A Sunday on-sale intoxicating license. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 122, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 03/24/2014 

 

B. In addition to the licenses which were issued as of the effective date of this 

ordinance, The Annadine, LLC shall be eligible for the following licenses. 

1. A Combination Restricted on-sale/off-sale intoxicating license. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 137, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 09/12/2016 

 

SECTION 8. TERM AND EXPIRATION OF LICENSES. 

Each license shall be issued for a maximum period of one year. All licenses, except temporary 

licenses, shall expire on June 30. All licenses shall expire on the same date. Temporary licenses 

expire according to their terms. Consumption and display permits issued by the Commissioner of 

Public Safety, and the accompanying city consent to the permit, shall expire on March 31 of each 

year. 

 

SECTION 9. KINDS OF LIQUOR LICENSES . 

The City of Dodge Center may offer the following types of liquor licenses. 

(A)   3.2 percent malt liquor on-sale licenses, which may be issued only to golf courses, 

restaurants, hotels, clubs, bowling centers, and establishments used exclusively for the sale of 3.2 

percent malt liquor with the incidental sale of tobacco and soft drinks. 

(B)     3.2 percent malt liquor off-sale license. 

(C)  Temporary 3.2 percent malt liquor licenses which may be issued only to a club, 

charitable, religious, or nonprofit organization. 

(D)   Off-sale intoxicating liquor licenses, which may be issued only to exclusive liquor 

stores. The fee for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license established by the Council under 

Section 10 shall not exceed $240 or a greater amount which may be permitted by M.S. § 

340A.408, subd. 3, as it may be amended from time to time. 

(E)  On-sale intoxicating liquor licenses, which may be issued to the following 

establishments as defined by M.S. § 340A.101, as it may be amended from time to time, and this 

ordinance: hotels, restaurants, bowling centers, theaters, clubs or congressionally chartered 

veterans organizations, theaters and exclusive liquor stores. Club licenses may be issued only 

with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety. The fee for club licenses established by 

the Council under Section 10 of this ordinance shall not exceed the amounts provided for in M.S. 

§ 340A.408, subd. 2b, as it may be amended from time to time. The Council may in its sound 

discretion authorize a retail on-sale licensee to dispense intoxicating liquor off the licensed 

premises at a community festival held within the city under the provisions of M.S. § 340A.404, 

subd. 4b, as it may be amended from time to time. The Council may in its sound discretion 

authorize a retail on-sale licensee to dispense intoxicating liquor off the licensed premises at any 

convention, banquet, conference, meeting, or social affair conducted on the premises of a sports, 

convention, or cultural facility owned by the city, under the provisions of M.S. § 340A.404, 

subd. 4a, as it may be amended from time to time; however, the licensee is prohibited from 

dispensing intoxicating liquor to any person attending or participating in an amateur athletic 

event being held on the premises. 



(F)   Restricted on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses may be issued to any establishment 

authorized to hold a license under Section 9, paragraph E, subject to all restrictions of that 

paragraph, a restricted on-sale intoxicating liquor license shall be prohibited from selling 

intoxicating liquor with an alcohol content of greater than sixteen percent (16%) by volume. 

(G)   Sunday on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses may be issued only to a restaurant as 

defined in Section 3 of this ordinance, club, bowling center, or hotel which has a seating capacity 

of at least 30 persons, which holds an on-sale intoxicating liquor license, and which serves liquor 

only in conjunction with the service of food. The maximum fee for this license, which shall be 

established by the Council under the provisions of Section 10 of this ordinance, shall not exceed 

$200, or the maximum amount provided by M.S. § 340A.504, subd. 3c, as it may be amended 

from time to time.  

(H)     Combination on-sale/off-sale intoxicating liquor licenses. 

(I)     Temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses, with the approval of the Commissioner 

of Public Safety, which may be issued only in connection with a social event sponsored by a 

club, charitable, religious, or other nonprofit corporation that has existed for at least three years. 

No license shall be for longer than four consecutive days, and the city shall issue no more than 

12 days worth of temporary licenses to any one organization in one calendar year. 

(J)    On-sale wine licenses, with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety to: 

theaters, restaurants that have facilities for seating at least 25 guests at one time and meet the 

criteria of M.S. §340A.404, subd. 5, as it may be amended from time to time, and which meet the 

definition of restaurant in section 3; to licensed bed and breakfast facilities which meet the 

criteria in M.S. § 340A.401, subd. 1, as it may be amended from time to time and to theaters that 

meet the criteria of M.S. § 340A.404(b), as it may be amended from time to time The fee for an 

on-sale wine license established by the Council under the provisions of Section 10 of this 

ordinance, shall not exceed one-half of the license fee charged for an on-sale intoxicating liquor 

license. The holder of an on-sale wine license who also holds an on-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor 

license is authorized to sell malt liquor with a content over 3.2 percent (strong beer) without an 

additional license. 

(K)    One day consumption and display permits with the approval of the Commissioner of 

Public Safety to a nonprofit organization in conjunction with a social activity in the city 

sponsored by the organization. 

(L)      Consumption and display permit with the approval of the Commissioner of Public 

Safety. The maximum amount of the additional fee which may be imposed by the Council on a 

person who has been issued a consumption and display permit under the provisions of Section 10 

of this ordinance shall not exceed $300, or the maximum amount permitted by M.S. § 340A.14, 

subd. 6, as it may be amended from time to time. Consumption and display permits shall expire 

on March 31 of each year. 

(M)  Culinary class limited on-sale licenses may be issued to a business establishment not 

otherwise eligible for an on-sale intoxicating liquor license that, as part of its business, conducts 

culinary or cooking classes for which payment is made by each participant or advance 

reservation required. The license authorizes the licensee to furnish to each participant in each 

class, at no additional cost to the participant, up to a maximum of six ounces of wine or 12 

ounces of intoxicating malt liquor, during and as part of the class, for consumption on the 

licensed premises only. 

(N)  Temporary off-sale wine licenses, with the approval of the Commission of Public 

Safety, may be issued for the off-sale of wine at an auction. A license issued under this 

subdivision authorizes the sale of only vintage wine of a brand and vintage that is not commonly 

being offered for sale by any wholesaler in Minnesota. The license may authorize the off-sale of 



wine for not more than three consecutive days, provided that not more than 600 cases of wine are 

sold at any auction. The licenses are subject to the terms, including license fee, imposed by 

Section 10.  

(O)  Brew pub on-sale intoxicating liquor or on-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor licenses, with 

the approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety, may be issued to brewers who operate a 

restaurant in their place of manufacture and who meet the criteria established by M.S. 

§340A.301 subd. 6(d) and 7(b), as it may be amended from time to time. Sales under this license 

at on-sale may not exceed 3,500 barrels per year. If a brew pub licensed under this section 

possesses a license for off-sale under Section 9 (O) below, the brew pubôs total combined retail 

sales at on-sale or off-sale may not exceed 3,500 barrels per year, provided that off-sales may not 

total more than 500 barrels. 

(P)  Brewer off-sale intoxicating liquor licenses, with the approval of the Commissioner 

of Public Safety, may be issued to a brewer that is a licensee under Section 9 (N) above or that 

produces fewer than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a year and otherwise meets the criteria 

established at M.S. § 340A.301 subd. 6(d) and 7(b), as it may be amended from time to time. 

Off-sale of malt liquor shall be limited to the legal hours for off-sale at exclusive liquor stores in 

the city. Malt liquor sold off-sale must be removed from the premises before the applicable off-

sale closing time at exclusive liquor stores. All malt liquor sold under this license shall be 

packaged in the manner required by M.S. § 340A.301 subd. 7, as it may be amended from time 

to time. Sales under this license may not exceed 500 barrels per year. If a brewer licensed under 

this section possesses a license under Section 9 (N) above, the brewer's total retail sales at on-

sale or off-sale may not exceed 3,500 barrels per year, provided that off-sales may not total more 

than 500 barrels. 

(Q)  Brewer temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses may be issued, with the 

approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety, to brewers who manufacture fewer than 3,500 

barrels of malt liquor in a year for the on-sale of intoxicating liquor in connection with a social 

event within the municipality sponsored by the brewer. 

(R) A Combination Restricted on-sale/off-sale intoxicating license that complies with all 

of the conditions established in Paragraphs E and F of this Section. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 137, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 09/12/16 

 

SECTION 10. LICENSE FEES; PRO RATA . 

(A) No license or other fee established by the city shall exceed any limit established by 

M.S. Ch. 340A, as it may be amended from time to time, for a liquor license. 

(B) The Council may establish from time to time in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and 

Charges the fee for any of the liquor licenses it is authorized to issue. The license fee may not 

exceed the cost of issuing the license and other costs directly related to the enforcement of the 

liquor laws and this ordinance. No liquor license fee shall be increased without providing mailed 

notice of a hearing on the proposed increase to all affected licensees at least 30 days before the 

hearing. 

(C) The fee for all licenses, except temporary licenses, granted after the commencement 

of the license year shall be prorated on a quarterly basis. 

(D) All license fees shall be paid in full at the time the application is filed with the city. If 

the application is denied, the license fee shall be returned to the applicant. 

(E) A refund of a pro rata share of an annual license fee may occur only if authorized by 

M.S. § 340A.408, subd. 5, as it may be amended from time to time. 



(F) Off-sale intoxicating liquor licenses may request a reduction in their annual license 

fee by the amount specified in Minn. Stat. § 340A.408 if at the time of initial application or 

renewal they: 

(1)   Agree to have a private vendor, approved by the city, train all employees within 60 

days of hire and annually thereafter, in laws pertaining to the sale alcohol, the rules for 

identification checks, and the responsibilities of establishments serving intoxicating 

liquors; 

(2)   Post a policy requiring identification checks for all persons appearing to be 30 years 

old or less; 

(3)   Establish a written cash award and incentive program to award employees who catch 

underage drinkers and a written penalty program to punish employees in the event of a 

failed compliance check;  

(4)   Failure to abide by the provisions of this paragraph may result in suspension of the 

license until the conditions of the fee reduction are met and may result in suspension 

and/or revocation of the license pursuant to Section 23 of this ordinance.  

 

SECTION 11. COUNCIL DISCRETION TO GRANT OR DENY A LICENSE . 

The Council in its sound discretion may either grant or deny the application for any license or for 

the transfer or renewal of any license. No applicant has a right to a license under this ordinance. 

 

SECTION 12. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE .  

(A) Form. Every application for a license issued under this ordinance shall be on a form 

provided by the city. Every application shall state the name of the applicant, the applicant's age, 

representations as to the applicant's character, with references as the Council may require, the 

type of license applied for, the business in connection with which the proposed license will 

operate and its location, a description of the premises, whether the applicant is owner and 

operator of the business, how long the applicant has been in that business at that place, and other 

information as the Council may require from time to time. An application for an on-sale 

intoxicating liquor license shall be in the form prescribed by the Commissioner of Public Safety 

and shall also contain the information required in this section. The form shall be verified and 

filed with the city. No person shall make a false statement in an application. 

(B) Financial responsibility. Prior to the issuance of any license under this ordinance, the 

applicant shall demonstrate proof of financial responsibility as defined in M.S. § 340A.409, as it 

may be amended from time to time, with regard to liability under M.S. § 340A.801, as it may be 

amended from time to time. This proof will be filed with the city and the Commissioner of 

Public Safety. Any liability insurance policy filed as proof of financial responsibility under this 

section shall conform to M.S. § 340A.409, as it may be amended from time to time. Operation of 

a business which is required to be licensed by this ordinance without having on file with the city 

at all times effective proof of financial responsibility is a cause for revocation of the license. 

 

SECTION 13. DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES. 

The application shall specifically describe the compact and contiguous premises within which 

liquor may be dispensed and consumed. The description may not include any parking lot or 

sidewalk.  

SECTION 14. APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWAL . 

At least 90 days before a license issued under this ordinance is to be renewed, an application for 

renewal shall be filed with the city. The decision whether or not to renew a license rests within 

the sound discretion of the Council. No licensee has a right to have their license renewed. 



 

SECTION 15. TRANSFER OF LICENSE. 

No license issued under this ordinance may be transferred without the approval of the Council. 

Any transfer of stock of a corporate licensee is deemed to be a transfer of the license, and a 

transfer of stock without prior Council approval is a ground for revocation of the license. An 

application to transfer a license shall be treated the same as an application for a new license, and 

all of the provisions of this code applying to applications for a license shall apply. 

 

SECTION 16. INVESTIGATION.  

(A) Preliminary background and financial investigation. On an initial application for a 

license, on an application for transfer of a license and, in the sound discretion of the Council that 

it is in the public interest to do so, on an application for renewal of a license, the city shall 

conduct a preliminary background and financial investigation of the applicant or it may contract 

with the Commissioner of Public Safety for the investigation. The applicant shall pay with the 

application an investigation fee of $500 which shall be in addition to any license fee. If the cost 

of the preliminary investigation is less than $500, the unused balance shall be returned to the 

applicant. The results of the preliminary investigation shall be sent to the Commissioner of 

Public Safety if the application is for an on-sale intoxicating liquor license or an on-sale wine 

license. 

(B) Comprehensive background and financial investigation. If the results of a preliminary 

investigation warrant, in the sound discretion of the Council, a comprehensive background and 

financial investigation, the Council may either conduct the investigation itself or contract with 

the Commissioner of Public Safety for the investigation. The investigation fee for this 

comprehensive background and financial investigation to be paid by the applicant shall be $500, 

less any amount paid for the initial investigation if the investigation is to be conducted within the 

state, and $10,000, less any amount paid for the initial investigation, if the investigation is 

required outside the state. The unused balance of the fee shall be returned to the applicant 

whether or not the application is denied. The fee shall be paid in advance of any investigation 

and the amount actually expended on the investigation shall not be refundable in the event the 

application is denied. The results of the comprehensive investigation shall be sent to the 

Commissioner of Public Safety if the application is for an on-sale intoxicating liquor license or 

an on-sale wine license. 

 

SECTION 17. HEARING AND ISSUANCE . 

The Council shall investigate all facts set out in the application and not investigated in the 

preliminary or comprehensive background and financial investigations. Opportunity shall be 

given to any person to be heard for or against the granting of the license. After the investigation 

and hearing, the Council shall in its sound discretion grant or deny the application. No license 

shall become effective until the proof of financial security has been approved by the 

Commissioner of Public Safety. 

 

SECTION 18. RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUANCE. 

(A) Each license shall be issued only to the applicant for the premises described in the 

application.  

(B) Not more than one license shall be directly or indirectly issued within the city to any 

one person. 



(C) No license shall be granted or renewed for operation on any premises on which taxes, 

assessments, utility charges, service charges, or other financial claims of the city are delinquent 

and unpaid. 

(D) No license shall be issued for any place or any business ineligible for a license under 

state law. 

(E) No license shall be issued to any person who is not a resident of the state. If the 

applicant is a corporation, all of the shareholders shall be residents of the state. The provisions of 

this division (E) shall not apply to any license existing on the effective date of this ordinance or 

to the renewal of an existing license. 

 

SECTION 19. CONDITIONS O F LICENSE . 

The failure of a licensee to meet any one of the conditions of the license specified below shall 

result in a suspension of the license until the condition is met. 

(A) Within 90 days after employment, every person selling or serving liquor in an 

establishment which has an on-sale license shall receive training regarding the selling or serving 

of liquor to customers. The training shall be provided by an organization approved by the 

Council. Proof of training shall be provided by the licensee. 

(B) Every licensee is responsible for the conduct of the place of business and the 

conditions of sobriety and order in it. The act of any employee on the licensed premises is 

deemed the act of the licensee as well, and the licensee shall be liable to all penalties provided by 

this ordinance and the law equally with the employee. 

(C) Every licensee shall allow any peace officer, health officer, city employee, or any 

other person designated by the Council to conduct compliance checks and to otherwise enter, 

inspect, and search the premises of the licensee during business hours and after business hours 

during the time when customers remain on the premises without a warrant. 

(D) No on-sale establishment shall display liquor to the public during hours when the sale 

of liquor is prohibited. 

(E) Compliance with financial responsibility requirements of state law and of this 

ordinance is a continuing condition of any license. 

(F) Failure by an off-sale intoxicating liquor licensee who has received a fee reduction 

pursuant to section 10 (f) of this ordinance to abide with the provisions of section 10 (f). 

 

SECTION 20. HOURS AND DAYS OF SALE. 

(A) The hours of operation and days of sale shall be those set by M.S. § 340A.504, as it 

may be amended from time to time, except that the City Council may, by resolution or 

ordinance, provide for more restrictive hours than state law allows. 

(B) Additional restrictions on hours and days of sale. 

No sale of 3.2 percent malt liquor or intoxicating liquor for consumption on the licensed 

premises may be made between 1:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on the days of Monday through 

Saturday, nor between 1:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 132, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 07/08/2015 

 

(C) No on-sale licensee shall permit any glass, bottle, or other container containing 

intoxicating liquor or 3.2 percent malt liquor to remain upon any table, bar, stool, or 



other place where customers are served, more than 30 minutes after the time when a 

sale can legally occur.  

(D) No person, other than the licensee and any employee, shall remain on the on-sale 

licensed premises more than 30 minutes after the time when a sale can legally occur.  

(E) Any violation of any condition of this section may be grounds for revocation or 

suspension of the license.  

 

SECTION 21. MINORS ON PREMISES. 

(A) No person under the age of 18 years shall be employed in any rooms constituting the 

place in which intoxicating liquors or 3.2 percent malt liquor are sold at retail on sale, except that 

persons under the age of 18 may be employed as musicians or to perform the duties of a bus 

person, host or dishwashing services in places defined as a restaurant, hotel, motel or other multi-

purpose building serving food in rooms in which intoxicating liquors or 3.2 percent malt liquor 

are sold at retail on sale. 

(B) No person under the age of 21 years may enter a licensed establishment except to 

work, consume meals on premises that qualify as a restaurant, or attend social functions that are 

held in a portion of the premises where liquor is not sold.  

 

SECTION 22. RESTRICTIONS ON PURCHASE AND CONSUMPTION . 

No person shall mix or prepare liquor for consumption in any public place of business unless it 

has a license to sell on-sale, or a permit from the Commissioner of Public Safety under the 

provisions of M.S. § 340A.414, as it may be amended from time to time, which has been 

approved by the Council, and no person shall consume liquor in any such place. 

 

SECTION 23. SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION.  

(A) The Council shall either suspend for a period not to exceed 60 days or revoke any 

liquor license upon finding that the licensee has failed to comply with any applicable statute, 

regulation, or provision of this ordinance relating to liquor. Except in cases of lapse of proof of 

financial responsibility, no suspension or revocation shall take effect until the licensee has been 

afforded an opportunity for a hearing pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act, M.S. §§ 

14.57 to 14.70, as it may be amended from time to time. The Council may act as the hearing 

body under that act, or it may contract with the Office of Hearing Examiners for a hearing 

officer. 

(B) The following are the minimum periods of suspension or revocation which shall be 

imposed by the Council for violations of the provisions of this ordinance or M.S. Ch. 340A, as it 

may be amended from time to time or any rules promulgated under that chapter as they may be 

amended from time to time: 

(1) For commission of a felony related to the licensed activity, sale of alcoholic 

beverages while the license is under suspension, sale of intoxicating liquor where the only 

license is for 3.2 percent malt liquor, or violation of Section 4, the license shall be revoked. 

(2) The license shall be suspended by the Council after a finding under division (A) 

that the licensee has failed to comply with any applicable statute, rule, or provision of this 

ordinance for at least the minimum periods as follows: 

a. For the first violation within any three-year period, at least one day suspension in 

addition to any criminal or civil penalties which may be imposed. 

b. For a second violation within any three-year period, at least three consecutive days 

suspension in addition to any criminal or civil penalties which may be imposed. 



c. For the third violation within any three-year period, at least seven consecutive days 

suspension in addition to any criminal or civil penalties which may be imposed. 

d. For a fourth violation within any three-year period, the license shall be revoked. 

(3) The Council shall select the day or days during which the license will be 

suspended.  

(C) Lapse of required proof of financial responsibility shall effect an immediate 

suspension of any license issued pursuant to this ordinance or state law without further action of 

the Council. Notice of cancellation or lapse of a current liquor liability policy shall also 

constitute notice to the licensee of the impending suspension of the license. The holder of a 

license who has received notice of lapse of required insurance or of suspension or revocation of a 

license may request a hearing thereon and, if a request is made in writing to the Clerk, a hearing 

before the Council shall be granted within ten days. Any suspension under this division (B) shall 

continue until the Council determines that the financial responsibility requirements of state law 

and this ordinance have again been met.  

(D) The provisions of Section 30 pertaining to administrative penalty may be imposed in 

addition to or in lieu of any suspension or revocation under this ordinance. 
 

(Sections 24 through 29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SECTION 30. PENALTIES . 

 (A)     Any person violating the provisions of this ordinance or M.S. Ch. 340A as it may 

be amended from time to time or any rules promulgated under that chapter as they may be 

amended from time to time is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished as 

provided by law. 

 (B)     The Council shall impose a civil penalty of up to $2,000 for each violation of M.S. 

Ch. 340A, as it may be amended from time to time, and of this ordinance. Conviction of a 

violation in a court of law is not required in order for the Council to impose the civil penalty. A 

hearing under the Administrative Procedures Act, M.S. §§ 14.57 to 14.70, as it may be amended 

from time to time, is not required before the penalty is imposed, but the Council shall hold a 

hearing on the proposed violation and the proposed penalty and hear any person who wishes to 

speak. Non-payment of the penalty is grounds for suspension or revocation of the license. The 

following is the minimum schedule of presumptive civil penalties which must be imposed in 

addition to any suspension unless the license is revoked: 

 1.     For the first violation within any three-year period, $500. 

 2.     For the second violation within any three-year period, $1,000. 

 3      For the third and subsequent violations within any three-year period, $2,000. 

(C) The term ñviolationò as used in Section 23 includes any and all violations of the 

provisions in this section, or of M.S. Ch. 340A, as it may be amended from time to time 

or any rules promulgated under that chapter as they may be amended from time to time. 

The number of violations shall be determined on the basis of the history of violations 

for the preceding three-year period. Revocation shall occur within 60 days following a 

violation for which revocation is imposed. 

(D)  SECTION 31. EFFECTIVE DATE   

This ordinance becomes effective on the date of its publication, or upon the publication of a 

summary of the ordinance as provided by M.S. § 412.191, subd. 4, as it may be amended from 

time to time, which meets the requirements of M.S. § 331A.01, subd. 10, as it may be amended 

from time to time.  

 



SECTION 32. SUMMARY APPROVED  

The Council hereby determines that the text of the summary of this ordinance marked ñOfficial 

Summary of Ordinance No.118, 2nd  Series,ò and a copy of which is attached to this ordinance, 

clearly informs the public of the intent and effect of this ordinance. The Council further 

determines that publication of the title and this summary will clearly inform the public of the 

intent and the effect of this ordinance. The Clerk shall file a copy of this ordinance and the 

summary in the Clerkôs office which shall be available for inspection by any person during 

regular office hours. A copy of the ordinance shall be available in the community library. 

  

Source:  Ordinance No. 118, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 09-09-2013 
 

 



CHAPTER 8 

 

OTHER BUSINESS REGULATION AND LICENSING  

 

 

SECTION 8.0l.  DEFINITIONS.   As used in this Chapter, the following words and 

terms shall have the meanings stated: 

 

l.   "Applicant" means any person making an application for a license under this 

Chapter. 

 

2.   "Application" means a form with blanks or spaces thereon, to be filled in and 

completed by the applicant as his request for a license, furnished by the City and 

uniformly required as a prerequisite to the consideration of the issuance of a 

license for a business. 

 

3.   "Bond" means a corporate surety document in the form and with the provisions 

acceptable and specifically approved by the City Attorney. 

 

4.   "Business" means any activity, occupation, sale of goods or services, or 

transaction that is either licensed or regulated, or both licensed and regulated, by 

the terms and conditions of this Chapter. 

 

5.   "License" means a document issued by the City to an applicant permitting him to 

carry on and transact a business. 

 

6.   "Licensee" means an applicant who, pursuant to his application, holds a valid, 

current, unexpired and unrevoked license from the City for carrying on a business. 

 

7.   "License fee" means the money paid to the City pursuant to an application and 

prior to issuance of a license to transact and carry on a business. 

 

8.   "Sale", "Sell" and "Sold" mean all forms of barter and all manner or means of 

furnishing merchandise to persons. 
 

SEC. 8.02.  APPLICATIONS.  All applications shall be made as follows: 

 

Subd. l.  All applications shall be made at the office of the Clerk Administrator upon forms 

that have been furnished by the City for such purposes. 

 

Subd. 2.  Unless otherwise provided for in this Chapter, all such applications must be 

subscribed, sworn to, and include such information as the Council deems necessary 

considering the nature of the business for which license application is made. 

 

Subd. 3.  It is unlawful for any applicant to intentionally make a false statement or 

omission upon any application form. Any false statement in such application, or any willful 

omission to state any information called for on such application form, shall, upon discovery 

of such falsehood work an automatic refusal of license, or if already issued, shall render 



any license or permit issued pursuant thereto, void, and of no effect to protect the applicant 

from prosecution for violation of this Chapter, or any part hereof. 

 

Subd. 4.  The Clerk Administrator shall, upon receipt of each application completed in 

accordance herewith, forthwith investigate the truth of statements made therein and the 

moral character and business reputation of each applicant for license to such extent as he 

deems necessary.  The Council shall not consider an application before such investigation 

has been completed. 

 

Subd. 5.  Applications for renewal licenses may be made in such abbreviated form as the 

Council may by resolution adopt. 

 

SEC. 8.03.  ACTION ON APPLICATION, TRANSFER, TERMINATION AND 

DUPLICATE LICENSE.  

 

Subd. l.  Granting.  The Council may grant any application for the period of the 

remainder of the then current license year or for the entire ensuing license year.  All 

applications, including proposed license periods, must be consistent with this Chapter. 

 

Subd. 2.  Issuing.  If an application is approved, the Clerk Administrator shall forthwith 

issue a license pursuant thereto in the form prescribed by the Council, payment of the 

appropriate license fee, and approval of the bond or insurance as to form and surety or 

carrier, if required.  All licenses shall be on a fiscal year basis (July l to June 30) unless 

otherwise specified herein as to particular businesses.  Unless otherwise herein specified, 

license fees shall be pro-rated on the basis of l/l2th for each calendar month or part 

thereof remaining in the then current license year.  Provided, that for licenses where the 

fee is less than $l00.00 a minimum license fee equal to one-half of the annual license fee 

shall be charged.  Except as to licenses which are specifically City-wide, licenses shall be 

valid only at one location and on the premises therein described. 

 

Subd. 3.  Transfer.  A license shall be transferable between persons upon consent of the 

Council and payment of the investigation fee.  No license shall be transferable to a 

different location without prior consent of the Council and upon payment of the fee for a 

duplicate license.  It is unlawful to make any transfer in violation of this Subdivision. 

 

Subd.  4.  Termination.  Licenses shall terminate only by expiration or revocation. 

 

Subd.  5.   Refusal and Revocation.  The Council may, for any reasonable cause, refuse to 

grant any application, or revoke any license.    No  license  shall  be  granted  to  a  person  

of questionable  moral  character  or  business  reputation.  Before revocation of any 

license, the Council shall give notice to the licensee and grant such licensee opportunity 

to be heard.   Notice to be given and the exact time of hearing shall be stated in the 

resolution calling for such hearing.   Grounds for revocation  may be,  but  are not limited 

to,  any of the following:   (l) that the licensee suffered or permitted illegal acts upon 

licensed premises; (2) that the licensee had knowledge of such illegal acts but failed to  

report  the same to police;  (3) that the  licensee failed  or refused  to  cooperate  fully  

with police  in  investigating  such alleged illegal acts;  or,  (4) that the activities of the 

licensee created a serious danger to public health, safety, or welfare. 



 

Subd.  6.  Duplicate License.  Duplicates of all original licenses may be issued by the 

Clerk Administrator,  without  action by  the  Council,  upon licensee's affidavit that the 

original  has been  lost,  and  upon  payment of a fee in an  amount  adopted  by resolution  

of  the Council for issuance  of  the  duplicate.   All duplicate licenses shall be clearly 

marked DUPLICATE. 
 

 SEC.  8.04.   FIXING LICENSE FEES.  Except as otherwise herein provided, all fees 

for licenses under this Chapter shall be fixed and determined by the Council, adopted by 

resolution, and uniformly enforced.   Such license fees may, from time-to-time, be amended by 

the Council by resolution.   A copy of the resolution setting forth currently effective license fees 

shall be kept on file in the office of the Clerk Administrator, and open to inspection during 

regular business hours.   For the purpose of fixing such fees, the Council may subdivide and 

categorize licenses under a specific license requirement, provided, that any such subdivision or 

categorization shall be included in the resolution authorized by this Section. 

 

 SEC.  8.05. CARRYING OR POSTING.  All solicitors shall at all times when so 

engaged, carry their license on their person.   All other licensees shall post their licenses in their  

place  of business near the licensed activity.   Provided, however, that in the case of machine or 

other device licensing, the City may provide a  sticker  for the current license year which shall be 

affixed to each machine or device requiring such sticker. All licensees shall display their licenses 

upon demand by any officer or citizen. 

 

 SEC.  8.06.   PENALTY FOR PROPERTY OWNER.  It is unlawful for any person to 

knowingly permit any real property owned or controlled by him to be used, without a license, for 

any business for which a license is required by this Chapter. 

 

 SEC. 8.07.  RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEE.  The conduct of agents or employees 

of a licensee, while engaged in performance of  their duties for their principal or employer under 

such license, except as to criminal liability therefore, shall be deemed the conduct of the licensee. 

 

 SEC.  8.08.  CONDITIONAL LICENSES.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to 

the contrary, the Council may, upon a finding of the necessity therefore, place such conditions 

and restrictions upon a license as it, in its discretion, may deem reasonable and justified. 

 

 SEC.  8.09.  RENEWAL OF LICENSES.  Applications for renewal of an existing 

license shall be made at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of expiration of the license, and 

shall contain such information as is required by the City.   This time requirement may be waived 

by the Council for good and sufficient cause. 

 

 SEC.  8.10.  INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS.   Whenever insurance is required by a 

Section of this Chapter, after approval by the Council, but before the license shall issue, the 

applicant  shall file with the Clerk Administrator a policy or certificate of public liability 

insurance  showing (l) that the limits are at least as high  as required, (2) that coverage is 

effective for at least the license  term  approved, and (3) that such insurance will not be cancelled 

or terminated without thirty days' written notice served upon the Clerk Administrator.   

Cancellation or termination of such coverage shall be grounds for license revocation. 

 



 SEC. 8.11.  LICENSE DENIAL AND FIXING RATES - HEARING.  

 

Subd.  1.  Right to Deny.  The Council reserves to itself the right to deny any application 

for a license to operate any business licensed or regulated under this Chapter where such 

business involves service to the public, rates charged for service, use of public streets or 

other public property by the applicant or the public, or the public health,  safety and 

convenience.  The Council may also consider the location of such business in making 

such determination.  Provided,  however, that before making  such determination, the 

Council  shall hold a public hearing thereon pursuant to such notice to interested parties 

and the public as it may deem necessary or proper in action calling for such hearing. 

 

Subd.  2.   Rates.  Where,  under specific provisions of this Chapter, the Council has 

reserved to itself the right to fix or approve fees, rates or charges of a licensed  or  

regulated business, such rates shall be uniform for each category or class of service, and 

no licensee or proprietor of a  regulated business shall claim or demand payment in 

excess thereof. 

 

Subd. 3.  Hearing.  Any applicant or licensee under this Chapter who challenges denial 

of a license or rates fixed or approved by the Council shall have a right to a hearing 

before the Council upon written request therefore.  Notice of time, place and purpose of 

such hearing shall be given to such persons and by such means as the Council may 

determine in calling the hearing. 

 

 SEC. 8.12.  WORKER'S COMPENSATION.   No license to operate a business shall be 

issued by the City until the applicant presents acceptable evidence of compliance with the 

worker's compensation insurance coverage requirement of Minnesota Statutes by providing the 

name of the insurance company, the policy number, and dates of coverage, or the permit to 

self-insure. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-89 

 

 (Sections 8.13 through 8.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 8.20.  AMUSEMENT DEVICES. 

 

Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Game of skill" - Any device excepting pool and billiard tables, bowling alleys 

and shooting lanes, but including miniatures thereof, played by manipulating 

special equipment and propelling balls or other projectiles across a board or field 

into respective positions whereby a score is established, which is available to be 

played by the public generally at a price paid either directly or indirectly for such 

privilege. 

 

B.   "Coin amusement" - Any machine which upon the insertion of a coin, token or 

slug, operates or may be operated and is available to the public generally for 



entertainment or amusement, which machine emits music, noise or displays 

motion pictures. 

 

C.   "Video game" - Any electrical device which displays objects on a screen and upon 

insertion of a coin, token or slug may be played by the public generally for 

entertainment or amusement. 

 

D.   "Amusement device" - includes a game of skill, a coin amusement, or a video 

game, as defined in this Subdivision, or any combination thereof. 

 

E.   "Distributor" - The person who places amusement devices on premises not owned 

by him or under his control, which devices may be played by the public generally 

for a price paid either directly or indirectly. 

 

F.   "Arcade" - A contiguous area in which more than six (6) amusement devices are 

kept for use by the public generally. 

 

Subd. 2.  License Required.  It is unlawful for any person to have upon premises owned 

or controlled by him (l) any amusement device, or (2) operate an arcade, without a license 

therefore from the City.  It is unlawful for any person to be a distributor without a license 

therefore from the City. 

 

Subd. 3.  Exception.  This Section shall not apply to video games of chance licensed by 

the State. 

 

Subd. 4.  Unlawful Use and Devices.  It is unlawful for any person to:  (l) sell or 

maintain a machine or device which is for gambling or contains an automatic pay-off 

device; (2) give any prize, award, merchandise, gift, or thing of value to any person on 

account of operation of such device; (3) sell or maintain, or permit to be operated in his 

place of business, any amusement device equipped with an automatic pay-off device; (4) 

equip any amusement device with an automatic pay-off device; (5) permit persons under 

the age of eighteen years to play or operate any game of skill; or, (6) permit the playing of 

coin amusement machines between the hours of l:00 o'clock A.M. and 6:00 o'clock A.M. 

of any day. 

 

 SEC. 8.21.  DANCES.  (Repealed by Ordinance No. l6, 2nd Series, adopted 6-8-93.) 

 

 SEC. 8.22.  BILLIARDS, POOL AND BOWLING.  

 

Subd. 1.  License Required.  It is unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any pool, 

billiard, snooker or other game table, or any bowling alley (bowling lane) available for 

public use without first having obtained a license from the City. 

 

Subd. 2.  Practices Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any: 

 

A.   Pool, billiard, snooker or other game table licensee to be open between l:00 

o'clock A.M. and 8:00 o'clock A.M. of any weekday, or between l:00 o'clock 

A.M. and l2:00 o'clock noon on any Sunday, and permit use of such licensed 



facilities. 

 

B.   Licensee to permit any form of gambling thereon. 

 

C.   Licensee to permit any person to become disorderly or to use profane, obscene or 

indecent language. 

D.   Licensee, not having an on-sale liquor license, to sell or possess, or knowingly 

allow any person on the licensed premises to sell or possess, intoxicating liquor. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective  Date: 6-1-1989 

 

 SEC. 8.23.  TOBACCO. 

 

Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

1.   "Tobacco or Tobacco Products" means any substance or item containing 

tobacco leaf, including but not limited to, cigarettes; cigars; pipe tobacco; snuff, 

fine cut or other chewing tobacco; cheroots; stogies; perique; granulated, plug 

cut, crimp cut, ready-rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; snuff flower; 

cavendish; shorts, plug and twist tobacco; dipping tobacco; refuse scraps, 

clippings, cuttings, and sweepings of tobacco; and other kinds and forms of 

tobacco leaf prepared in such a manner as to be suitable for chewing, sniffing, or 

smoking. 

 

2.   "Tobacco Related Devices" means any tobacco product as well as a pipe, 

rolling papers or other device intentionally designed or intended to be used in a 

manner which enables the chewing, sniffing, or smoking of tobacco or tobacco 

products. 

 

3.   "Self -Service Merchandising" means open displays of tobacco, tobacco 

products, or tobacco related devices in any manner where any person shall have 

access to the tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices, without the 

assistance or intervention of the licensee or the licensee's employee.  The 

assistance or intervention shall entail the actual physical exchange of the tobacco, 

tobacco product, or tobacco related device between the customer and the licensee 

or employee.  Self-service merchandising shall not include vending machines. 

 

4.   "Vending Machine"  means any mechanical, electric or electronic, or other type 

of device which dispenses tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices 

upon the insertion of money, tokens, or other form of payment directly into the 

machine by the person seeking to purchase the tobacco, tobacco product, or 

tobacco related device. 

 

5.   "Individually Packaged"  means the practice of selling any tobacco or tobacco 

product wrapped individually for sale.  Individually wrapped tobacco and tobacco 

products shall include, but are not limited to, single cigarette packs, single bags 



or cans of loose tobacco in any form, and single cans or other packaging of snuff 

or chewing tobacco.  Cartons or other packaging containing more than a single 

pack or other containers as described in this Subdivision shall not be considered 

individually packaged. 

 

6.   "Loosies" means the common term used to refer to a single or individually 

packed cigarette. 

 

7.   "Minor"  means any natural person who has not yet reached the age of eighteen 

(18) years. 

 

8.   "Retail Establishment"  means any place of business where tobacco, tobacco 

products, or tobacco related devices are available for sale to the general public.  

Retail establishments shall include, but not be limited to, grocery stores, 

convenience stores, and restaurants. 

 

9.   "Movable Place of Business" refers to any form of business operated out of a 

truck, van, automobile, or other type of vehicle or transportable shelter and not a 

fixed address store front or other permanent type of structure authorized for sales 

transactions. 

 

10.   "Sale"  means any transfer of goods for money, trade, barter, or other 

consideration. 

 

11.   "Compliance Checks" means the system the City uses to investigate and ensure 

that those authorized to sell tobacco, tobacco products, and tobacco related 

devices are following and complying with the requirements of this Section.  

Compliance checks shall involve the use of minors as authorized by this Section. 

Compliance checks shall also mean the use of minors who attempt to purchase 

tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices for educational, research and 

training purposes as authorized by State and Federal laws. Compliance checks 

may also be conducted by other units of government for the purpose of enforcing 

appropriate Federal, State, or local laws and regulations relating to tobacco, 

tobacco products, and tobacco related devices. 

 

Subd. 2.  License.  It is unlawful for any person to sell or offer to sell any tobacco, 

tobacco products, or tobacco related device without first having obtained a license to do 

so from the City. 

 

Subd. 3.  Fees.  No license shall be issued under this Section until the appropriate license 

fee shall be paid in full. 

 

Subd. 4.  Basis for Denial of License.  The following shall be grounds for denying the 

issuance or renewal of a license under this Section; however, except as may otherwise be 

provided by law, the existence of any particular ground for denial does not mean that the 

City must deny the license.  If a license is mistakenly issued or renewed to a person, it 

shall be revoked upon the discovery that the person was ineligible for the license under 

this Section. 



 

A.   The applicant is under the age of eighteen (18) years. 

 

B.   The applicant has been convicted within the past five years of any violation of a 

Federal, State or local law or City Code provision, or other regulation relating to 

tobacco or tobacco products, or tobacco related devices. 

 

C.   The applicant has had a license to sell tobacco, tobacco products or tobacco 

related devices revoked within the preceding twelve months of the date of 

application. 

 

D.   The applicant fails to provide any information required on the application, or 

provides false or misleading information. 

 

E.   The applicant is prohibited by Federal, State, or local law, City Code provision or 

other regulation from holding such a license. 

 

Subd. 5.  Prohibited Sales.  It is a violation of this Section for any person to sell or offer 

to sell any tobacco, tobacco product, or tobacco related device: 

 

A.   To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years. 

 

B.   By means of any type of vending machine, except as may otherwise be provided 

in this Section. 

 

C.   By means of self-service methods whereby the customer does not need to make 

verbal or written request to an employee of the licensed premise in order to 

receive the tobacco, tobacco related product, or tobacco related device and 

whereby there is not a physical exchange of the tobacco, tobacco product, or 

tobacco related device between the licensee or the licensee's employee and the 

customer. 

 

 D.   By means of loosies as defined herein. 

 

E.   Containing opium, morphine, jimson weed, bella donna, strychnos, cocaine, 

marijuana, or other deleterious, hallucinogenic, toxic, or controlled substances 

except nicotine and other substances found naturally in tobacco or added as part 

of an otherwise lawful manufacturing process. 

 

F.   By any other means, or to any other person, or in any other manner or form 

prohibited by Federal, State or other local law, City Code provision, or other 

regulations. 

 

Subd. 6.  Vending Machines.  It is unlawful for any person licensed under this Section 

to allow the sale of tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices by the means of 

a vending machine unless minors are at all times prohibited from entering the licensed 

establishment. 

 



Subd. 7.  Self-Service Sales.  It is unlawful for a licensee under this Section to allow the 

sale of tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices by any means whereby the 

customer may have access to such items without having to request the item from the 

licensee or the licensee's employee and whereby there is not a physical exchange of the 

tobacco, tobacco product, or the tobacco related device between the licensee or his or her 

clerk and the customer.  All tobacco, tobacco products, and tobacco related devices shall 

either be stored behind a counter or other area not freely accessible to customers or in a 

case or other storage unit not left open and accessible to the general public.  Licensees 

which prohibit individuals less than 18 years of age from entering the premises and which 

derive at least 90 percent of their revenue from tobacco and tobacco-related products are 

exempt from this Subdivision. 

 

Subd. 8.  Responsibility.  All licensees under this Section shall be responsible for the 

actions of their employees in regard to the sale of tobacco, tobacco products or tobacco 

related devices on the licensed premise, and the sale of such an item by an employee shall 

be considered a sale by the license holder.  Nothing in this Section shall be construed as 

prohibiting the City from also subjecting the clerk to whatever penalties are appropriate 

under this Section, State or Federal law, or other applicable law or regulation. 

 

Subd. 9.  Compliance Checks and Inspections.  All licensed premises shall be open to 

inspection by the City police or other authorized City official during regular business 

hours. From time to time, but at least once per year, the City shall conduct compliance 

checks by engaging, with the written consent of their parents or guardians, minors over 

the age of fifteen (15) years but less than eighteen (18) years to enter the licensed premise 

to attempt to purchase tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices.  Minors 

used for the purpose of compliance checks shall not be guilty of unlawful possession of 

tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices when such items are obtained as 

part of the compliance check.  No minor used in compliance checks shall attempt to use a 

false identification or theatrical makeup misrepresenting the minor's age.  All minors 

lawfully engaged in a compliance check shall answer all questions about the minor's age 

asked by the licensee and shall produce any identification for which he or she is asked.  

The minor shall be accompanied by the City police or an authorized City official to the 

location of the compliance check.  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit compliance 

checks authorized by State or Federal laws for educational, research, or training purposes, 

or required for the enforcement of a particular State or Federal law. 

 

Subd. 10.  Violations. 

 

A.   Notice.  Upon discovery of a suspected violation, the alleged violator shall be 

issued, either personally or by mail, a citation that sets forth the alleged violation 

and which shall inform the alleged violator of his or her right to be heard on the 

accusation. 

 

B.   Hearings.  If a person accused of violating this Section so requests, a hearing 

shall be scheduled, the time and place of which shall be published and provided to 

the accused violator. 

 

C.   Hearing Officer.  The Council or a person or persons designated by the Council 



shall serve as the hearing officer. 

 

D.   Decision.  If the hearing officer determines that a violation of this Section did 

occur, that decision, along with the hearing officer's reasons for finding a violation 

and the penalty to be imposed under this Section, shall be recorded in writing, a 

copy of which shall be provided to the accused violator.  Likewise, if the hearing 

officer finds that no violation occurred or finds grounds for not imposing any 

penalty, such findings shall be recorded and a copy provided to the acquitted 

accused violator. 

 

E.   Appeals.  Appeals of any decision made by the hearing officer shall be filed in the 

District Court for the City in which the alleged violation occurred. 

 

F.   Misdemeanor Prosecution.  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the City from 

seeking prosecution as a misdemeanor for any alleged violation of this Section.  If 

the City elects to seek misdemeanor prosecution, no administrative penalty shall 

be imposed. 

 

G.   Continued Violation.  Each violation, and every day in which a violation occurs 

or continues, shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

Subd. 11.  Penalties. 

 

A.   Licensees.  Any licensee found to have violated this Section, or whose employee 

shall have violated this Section, shall be charged an administrative fine of $75 for 

a first violation of this Section; $200 for a second offense at the same licensed 

premises within a twenty-four month period; and $250 for a third or subsequent 

offense at the same location within a twenty-four month period.  In addition, after 

the third offense, the license shall be suspended for not less than seven days. 

 

B.   Other Individuals.   Other individuals, other than minors regulated herein, found 

to be in violation of this Section shall be charged an administrative fee of $50. 

 

C.   Misdemeanor.  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the City from seeking 

prosecution as a misdemeanor for any violation of this Section. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 36, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-9-1998 

 

SEC. 8.24.  SOLICITORS. 

 

Subd. 1.  Purpose.  This Section is not intended to in any way hinder, delay or interfere 

with legitimate business or organizational activities.  The Council finds, however, that 

solicitors have used public streets and their direct contact with residents of the City for 

the illegitimate solicitation practices of harassment, nuisance, theft, deceit, or menacing, 

troublesome or unlawful activities.  This Section is intended to ferret out and control:  (l) 

businesses and organizations using solicitation as a means of concealing unlawful 

activities; and, (2) businesses and organizations which, though its activities be lawful or 



even commendable, use such illegitimate practices in solicitation; and, (3) individual 

natural persons who, though they represent lawful businesses and organizations, use such 

illegitimate solicitation practices.  The Council further finds that a large number of the 

residents of the City are employed as their livelihood and means of support by 

manufacturing plants and other businesses on shifts rotating between night and day, and 

to disturb them during their sleeping hours for the purpose of solicitation is a source of 

nuisance or even harassment and should be subject to control. 

 

Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Solicitor" means any person making the solicitation, including such common 

terms as "peddler", "transient merchant" and "canvasser". 

 

B.   "Solicitee" means the person solicited. 

 

C.   "Goods" means any tangible thing of value including money if the selling price 

exceeds the face value thereof.  The term includes such chattels as are furnished or 

used at the time of sale or subsequently in the modernization, rehabilitation, 

repair, alteration, improvement or construction of real property so as to become a 

part thereof whether or not severable therefrom. 

 

D.   "Services" means work, labor, or services of any kind. 

 

E.   "Established place" means real estate in the City owned, leased on a 

month-to-month or term-certain longer than thirty (30) days.  The term includes a 

booth, compartment, or area leased or assigned during and for the length of an 

event or occasion. 

 

F.   "Business solicitation" means an attempt by a solicitor, engaging in transactions 

of the same kind, to sell or distribute for a consideration any goods or services 

primarily for personal, family, or household purposes, when either the solicitor or 

person acting for him contacts the solicitee by telephone or in person, other than 

at the established place of business of solicitor, except:  (l) an attempted 

solicitation in which the solicitee personally knows the identity of the solicitor, 

the name of the business firm or organization he represents, and the identity or 

kinds of goods, services or things of value offered; or, (2) an attempted 

solicitation in which the solicitee has first initiated the contact with the solicitor; 

or, (3) an attempted solicitation of a newspaper subscription in which the solicitor 

is a minor child engaged in both the delivery and sale of the newspaper; or, (4) an 

attempted solicitation for the sale of products of a farm or garden occupied or 

cultivated by the solicitor, when facts of such occupancy or cultivation are proven 

by the solicitor. 

 

G.  "Contribution solicitation" means an attempt by a solicitor to obtain money from a 

solicitee for any cause or purpose, when either the solicitor or person acting for 

him contacts the solicitee by telephone or in person other than at the established 

place of meeting, business, service, or activity of the organization represented by 



the solicitor, except:  (l) an attempted solicitation in which the solicitee personally 

knows the identity of the solicitor, the name of the organization he represents, and 

the identity of the services performed or offered by the organization, or, (2) an 

attempted solicitation in which the solicitee has first initiated the contact with the 

solicitor or the organization represented by him. 

 

Subd. 3.  Prohibited Solicitation Practices. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any solicitor to engage in solicitation for any unlawful business 

or organizational purpose or activity. 

 

B.   It is unlawful for any solicitor to practice harassment, nuisance, theft, deceit, or 

menacing, troublesome or otherwise unlawful activities during the course of 

solicitation. 

 

C.   It is unlawful for any solicitor to enter, or attempt to gain entrance, to residential 

premises displaying at such entrance a sign at least 3-3/4 inches long and 3-3/4 

inches high with the words "Peddlers and Solicitors Prohibited" or "Solicitors 

Prohibited" in type not smaller than 48 point. 

 

D.   It is unlawful for any solicitor to refuse to leave business premises when requested 

by the owner, lessee, or person in charge thereof. 

 

E.   It is unlawful for any person to engage in contribution solicitation without 

completion of licensing or registration as herein provided. 

 

F.   It is unlawful for any person to engage in business solicitation without a license as 

herein provided. 

 

Subd. 4.  Application.  Applications for licensing or registration shall contain the name 

and address of the solicitor, the name and address of the business or organization for 

which solicitations are sought and such other information as may reasonably be required 

by the Council as a condition to registration or licensing or to permit investigation into 

the applicant's background and past solicitation practices.  No application for a business 

solicitor's license shall be complete unless it is accompanied by a valid and current 

license issued by the County in which such solicitor proposes to engage in solicitation. 

 

Subd. 5.  Investigation, Approval or Disapproval. 

 

A.   All applications for licensing or registration shall be immediately referred to a 

peace officer for investigated as to the truth thereof.  Such peace officer shall have 

five (5) business days within which to investigate and make a recommendation 

thereon. 

 

B.  If he finds no past history of the applicant indicating violations similar to those 

declared unlawful in this Section he shall recommend issuing a license or 

approving registration, as the case may be, and the Clerk Administrator shall 

forthwith advise the applicant.  The Clerk Administrator shall issue a license, 



upon payment of the fee therefore, to the approved applicant for business 

solicitation, and shall approve the completion of registration by the applicant for 

a contribution solicitor. 

 

C.   If the peace officer finds a past history of the applicant indicating violations 

similar to those declared unlawful in this Section, he shall recommend denial of 

the license or registration.  In all matters of recommended denial the applicant 

shall be forthwith advised thereof, and the application shall be referred to the 

Council and considered by it at its next regular or special meeting occurring more 

than ten (l0) days thereafter.  The applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to be 

heard at such meeting. 

 

Subd. 6.  Duration of Contribution Solicitation Registration.  Registration of 

contribution solicitation shall expire sixty (60) days after registration is approved. 

 

Subd. 7.  Exclusions.  The City may exclude certain classes of solicitor events from 

compliance with licensing or registration provisions of this Section.  Provided, however, 

that such exclusion shall not extend to the prohibited solicitation practices set forth in 

Subdivision 3, Subparagraphs A through D, inclusive, of this Section. 

 

SEC. 8.25.  GARBAGE AND REFUSE HAULERS. 

 

Subd. l. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Garbage" means all putrescible wastes, including animal offal and carcasses of 

dead animals but excluding human excreta, sewage and other water-carried wastes. 

  

B. "Other refuse" means ashes, glass, crockery, cans, paper, boxes, rags and similar 

non-putrescible wastes but excluding sand, earth, brick, stone, concrete, trees, tree 

branches and wood. 

 

C. ñResidential solid waste collection service(s)ò means the collection, for disposal, of 

garbage and other refuse from residential properties in the City 

 

D. ñRatesò means the amount charged by a garbage and refuse hauler for solid waste 
collection services and recycling collection services.  It includes any fuel or 

environmental fees, charges, or surcharges billed by a refuse hauler as well as any 

termination of service fees, trash can collection fees or any other fees or charges. It 

does not include taxes.  

 

Subd. 2.  License Required.  It is unlawful for any person to haul garbage or other refuse 

for hire without a license therefore from the City, or to haul garbage or other refuse from 

his own residence or business property other than as herein excepted.  

 

Subd. 3.  Exception.  Nothing in this Section shall prevent persons from hauling garbage 

or other refuse from their own residences or business properties provided the following 

rules are observed:  (l) that all garbage is hauled in containers that are water-tight on all 



sides and the bottom and with tight-fitting covers on top, (2) that all other refuse is hauled 

in vehicles with leak-proof bodies and completely covered or enclosed by canvas or other 

means or material so as to completely eliminate the possibility of loss of cargo, and, (3) 

that all garbage and other refuse shall be disposed of at a licensed sanitary landfill. 

 

Subd. 4.  Hauler Licensee Requirements. 

 

A.   Hauler licenses shall be granted only upon the condition that the licensee have 

water-tight, packer-type vehicles in good condition to  prevent loss in transit of 

liquid or solid cargo, that the vehicle be kept clean and as free from offensive 

odors as possible and not allowed to stand in any street longer than reasonably 

necessary to collect garbage or refuse, and that the same be dumped or disposed of 

only at the designated sanitary land-fill, and strictly in accordance with regulations 

relating thereto. 

 

B. Hauler licenses shall be granted only upon completion of an application for 

license. Such application shall include the following information: 

 

1. Business Name 

2. Business Address 

3. Mailing Address 

4. Business Contact Person and Job Title 

5. Business Contact Person Telephone and Fax Numbers 

6. Federal Tax Number 

7. State Tax Number 

8. Certificate of Compliance showing proof of Workersô Compensation 

coverage during the license term. 

9. A description of vehicles and other equipment to be used to meet the 

requirements of Subdivision 4(A) of this section. 

 

C. Before a garbage and refuse hauler's license shall be issued, the applicant shall file 

with the Clerk Administrator evidence that he has provided public liability 

insurance in an amount equal to or greater than the tort liability limits specified in 

Chapter 466 of the Minnesota Statutes. This insurance policy shall also name the 

City of Dodge Center as an additional insured. The policy shall also require that 

the City be notified at least 30 days prior to the termination of coverage. 

 

D. Residential Solid Waste Collection Rates. 

1. Prior to the initial issuance of a license and as part of each license renewal 

application, each garbage and refuse hauler licensed by the City shall file 

annually with the Clerk Administrator a schedule of its rates for residential 

solid waste collection services. Haulers shall identify all rates that are 

subject to any state solid waste management taxes or Dodge County 

waste-energy services charges. All rates shall be submitted in a format 

defined by the City. 

2. In lieu of identifying rates subject to state or county taxes or charges, a 

garbage and refuse hauler may elect to file with the city a total monthly 

charge amount for each volume of collection service offered so long as 



this total includes all taxes, fees, charges, surcharges or other billed items 

that appear on a monthly or quarterly bill. 

3. All rates charged for solid waste collection charged by a licensee shall 

increase with the volume or weight of the solid waste collected. If weight 

is to be used to calculate rates for residential solid waste collection 

services, the licensee shall provide an explanation as to how the weight of 

each container is to be calculated for billing purposes.  

4. All rates charged by a licensee shall comply with any and all state, county, 

or local statutes, ordinances, or regulations pertaining to solid waste 

collection. 

5. No licensee shall charge a rate other than one that has been submitted to 

the Dodge Center City Council. 

6. Nothing herein shall prevent a licensee from amending their rates during 

the license period, provided that an updated schedule of rates is filed with 

the City Council prior to the effective date of the rates. 

 

E. The number of licenses issued by the City shall not exceed five. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 119, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-09-2013 

 

F. All licenses shall expire on March 1 of each year and shall be renewed prior to 

that date. All license renewal applications shall follow the same procedure and 

fees as those used for the initial application. 

 

G. No license shall be granted to any applicant who fails to meet the requirements of 

this section or to any applicant whose license has been revoked within two years.  

 

a. All licensees shall pay an annual license fee, which shall be by ordinance 

of the City Council. 

 

Subd. 5.  License Revocation 

 

A. Upon a determination by the City Council that a garbage hauler has violated the 

requirements of this section, a garbage haulerôs license may be revoked using the 

following procedure: 

 

1. The City Council shall approve a finding of fact detailing the alleged 

violation(s) of this section and shall provide the findings to the license 

holder, along with a notice that a license holder is entitled to a hearing to 

challenge the alleged violation, that if no hearing is requested within 

fourteen (14) days, that the licensee forfeits its right to challenge the 

findings and that the City will take action with respect to the license, 

which can include, among other things, revocation of the license. 

2. The notice of the right to hearing shall be mailed, first class, postage 

prepaid to the address shown on the current application on file with the 

City, unless another address has been filed in writing with the City.  

Notice of the hearing shall be deemed given, three (3) business days after 



the date of mailing. The hearing, if requested, shall be held within fourteen 

(14) days of the request for hearing. 

3. After the hearing, if one is requested, based upon the information 

presented, the City Council shall determine if a violation exists, and shall 

adopt a resolution confirming, modifying or reversing the findings. If a 

violation is found to exist, the Council shall determine if revocation of 

license is an appropriate step or if other remedial actions are appropriate. 

The licensed hauler may propose remedial action to the Council.  If no 

hearing is requested the City Council shall take action and impose a 

remedy deemed appropriate, based on the previously issued findings, at 

the next City Council meeting following expiration of the notice period.  

4. If the Council determines that revocation of license is appropriate, the City 

Council shall cause written notice, in the manner set forth above, to be 

issued to the licensed hauler advising them of the revocation and 

providing them with thirty (30) days to cease all operations covered by the 

license. This thirty day period shall start upon expiration of the fourteen 

(14) day appeal period if no appeal is made or immediately upon 

revocation of a license by the City Council. 

5. Licensees who fail to apply for a license renewal shall cease operations 

immediately upon the expiration of their license. Haulers may continue 

operations for up to 21 days after the expiration of their license, provided 

that a renewal application is on file with the City. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 112, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  01-14-2013 

 

SEC. 8.26.  PAWNBROKERS. 

 

Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

1.   "Pawnbroker"  means a person engaged in whole or in part in the business of 

lending money on the security of pledged goods left in pawn, or in the business of 

purchasing tangible personal property to be left in pawn on the condition that it 

may be redeemed or repurchased by the seller for a fixed price within a fixed 

period of time. 

 

2.   "Pawnshop"  means the location at which or premises in which a pawnbroker 

regularly conducts business. 

 

3.   "Pawn Transaction"  means any loan on the security of pledged goods or any 

purchase of pledged goods on the condition that the pledged goods are left with 

the pawnbroker and may be redeemed or repurchased by the seller for a fixed 

price within a fixed period of time. 

 

4.   "Pledged Goods" means tangible personal property other than a chose in action, 

securities, bank drafts, or printed evidence of indebtedness, that are purchased by, 

deposited with, or otherwise actually delivered into the possession of a 



pawnbroker in connection with a pawn transaction. 

 

Subd. 2.  License Required. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to engage in the business as a pawnbroker unless the 

person has a valid license authorizing engagement in the business.  Any pawn 

transaction made without benefit of a license is void. 

 

B.   A separate license is required for each place of business.  The City may issue 

more than one license to a person if that person complies with this Section for 

each license. 

 

C.  No expiration, revocation, suspension, or surrender of any license shall impair or 

affect the obligation of any pre-existing lawful contract between the licensee and 

any pledgor. 

 

D.   The Chief of Police shall be notified by the City of any licensee whose license 

has expired or been surrendered, suspended, or revoked as provided by this 

Section. 

 

Subd. 3. Persons Disqualified.  No license under this Section may be issued or renewed 

to a person who (a) is a minor; (b) has been convicted of any crime related to the 

occupation of pawnbroker; or (c) is not of good moral character or repute. 

 

Subd. 4. Unemployment Clearance Required.  No license shall be granted, transferred, 

or renewed and shall be revoked if the Commissioner notifies the City that the licensee 

owes the State delinquent unemployment insurance contributions, reimbursements, or 

benefit overpayments. 

 

Subd. 5. Change in Ownership.  Any change, directly or beneficially, in the ownership 

of any licensed pawnshop shall require the application for a new license and the new 

owner must satisfy all current eligibility requirements. 

 

Subd. 6.  Pawn Tickets. 

 

A.   Entries of Pawn Tickets.  At the time of making the pawn or purchase 

transaction, the pawnbroker shall immediately and legibly record in English the 

following information by using ink or other indelible medium on forms or in a 

computerized record approved by the City: 

 

1)   A complete and accurate description of the property, including model and 

serial number if indicated on the property; 

 

2)   The full name, residence address, residence telephone number, and date of 

birth of the pledgor or seller; 

 

 3)   The date and time of pawn or purchase transaction; 

 



4)   The identification number and State of issue from one of the following 

forms of identification of the seller or pledgor:  current valid Minnesota 

driver's license; current valid Minnesota identification card; or current 

valid photo identification card issued by another State or Province of 

Canada; 

 

5)   Description of the pledgor including approximate height, sex, and race; 

 

6)   Amount advanced or paid; 

 

7)   The maturity date of the pawn transaction and the amount due; and 

 

8)   The monthly and annual interest rates, including all pawn fees and 

charges. 

 

B.   Printed Pawn Ticket.  The following shall be printed on all pawn tickets: 

 

1)   The statement that "Any personal property pledged to a pawnbroker 

within this State is subject to sale or disposal when there has been no 

payment made on the account for a period of not less than 60 days past the 

date of the pawn transaction, renewal, or extension; no further notice is 

necessary.  There is no obligation for the pledgor to redeem pledged 

goods."; 

 

2)   The statement that "The pledgor of this item attests that it is not stolen, it 

has no liens or encumbrances against it, and the pledgor has the right to 

sell or pawn the item."; 

 

3)   The statement that "This item is redeemable only by the pledgor to whom 

the receipt was issued, or any person identified in a written and notarized 

authorization to redeem the property identified in the receipt, or a person 

identified in writing by the pledgor at the time of the initial transaction 

and signed by the pledgor.  Written authorization for release of property to 

persons other than the original pledgor must be maintained along with the 

original transaction record; and 

 

4)   A blank line for the pledgor's signature. 

 

Subd. 7.  Records; Retention. 

 

A.   The pledgor or seller shall sign a pawn ticket and receive an exact copy of the 

pawn ticket. 

 

B.   The pawnbroker shall maintain on the premises a record of all transactions of 

pledged or purchased goods for a period of three years.  These records shall be a 

correct copy of the entries made of the pawn transactions.  A pawnbroker shall 

upon request provide to the appropriate law enforcement agency a complete 

record of pawn items. 



 

Subd. 8.  Effect of Non-Redemption. 

 

A.   A pledgor shall have no obligation to redeem pledged goods or make any payment 

on a pawn transaction.  Pledged goods not redeemed within at least 60 days of the 

date of the pawn transaction, renewal, or extension shall automatically be forfeited 

to the pawnbroker, and qualified right, title, and interest in and to the goods shall 

automatically vest in the pawnbroker. 

 

B.  The pawnbroker's right, title, and interest in the pledged goods under this 

Subdivision is qualified only by the pledgor's right, while the pledged goods 

remain in possession of the pawnbroker and not sold to a third party, to redeem 

the goods by paying the loan plus fees and/or interest accrued up the date of 

redemption. 

 

C.   A pawn transaction that involves holding only the title to property is subject to 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 168A or 336. 

 

Subd. 9.  Permitted Charges. 

 

A.   A pawnbroker may contract for and receive a pawnshop charge not to exceed 3% 

per month of the principal amount advanced in the pawn transaction plus a 

reasonable fee for storage and services.  A fee for storage and services may not 

exceed $20.00 if the property is not in the possession of the pawnbroker. 

 

B.   The pawnshop charge allowed under this Subdivision shall be deemed earned, 

due, and owing as of the date of the pawn transaction and a like sum shall be 

deemed earned, due, and owing on the same day of the succeeding month.  

However, if full payment is made more than two weeks before the next 

succeeding date the pawnbroker shall remit one-half of the pawnshop charge for 

that month to the pledgor. 

 

C.   Interest shall not be deducted in advance, nor shall any loan be divided or split so 

as to yield greater interest or fees than would be permitted upon a single, 

consolidated loan or for otherwise evading any provisions of this Section. 

 

D.   Any interest, charge, or fees contracted for or received, directly or indirectly, in 

excess of the amount permitted under this Section, shall be uncollectible and the 

pawn transaction shall be void. 

 

E.   A schedule of charges permitted by this Section shall be posted on the pawnshop 

premises in a place clearly visible to the general public. 

 

Subd. 10.  Records; Prohibitions.  A pawnbroker and any clerk, agent, or employee of a 

pawnbroker shall not: 

 

A.   Make any false entry in the records of pawn transactions; 

 



B.   Falsify, obliterate, destroy, or remove from the place of business the records, 

books, or accounts relating to the licensee's pawn transactions; 

 

C.   Refuse to allow the appropriate law enforcement agency, the Attorney General, or 

any other duly authorized State or Federal law enforcement officer to inspect the 

pawn records or any pawn goods in the person's possession during the ordinary 

hours of business or other times acceptable to both parties; 

 

D.   Fail to maintain a record of each pawn transaction for three years; 

 

E.   Accept a pledge or purchase property from a person under the age of 18 years; 

 

F.   Make any agreement requiring the personal liability of a pledgor or seller, or 

waiving any provision of this Section, or providing for a maturity date less than 

one month after the date of the pawn transaction; 

 

G.   Fail to return pledged goods to a pledgor or seller, or provide compensation as set 

forth in State Statutes, upon payment of the full amount due the pawnbroker 

unless either the date of redemption is more than 60 days past the date of the pawn 

transaction, renewal, or extension and the pawnbroker has sold the pledged goods 

pursuant to State Statutes, or the pledged goods have been taken into custody by a 

Court or a law enforcement officer or agency; 

 

H.   Sell or lease, or agree to sell or lease, pledged or purchased goods back to the 

pledgor or seller in the same, or a related, transaction; 

 

I.   Sell or otherwise charge for insurance in connection with a pawn transaction; or 

 

J.   Remove pledged goods from the pawnshop premises or other storage place 

approved by the City at any time before unredeemed, pledged goods are sold 

pursuant to Statute. 

 

Subd. 11.  Redemption; Risk of Loss.  Any person to whom the receipt for pledged 

goods was issued, or any person identified in a written and notarized authorization to 

redeem the pledged goods identified in the receipt, or any person identified in writing by 

the pledgor at the time of the initial transaction and signed by the pledgor shall be entitled 

to redeem or repurchase the pledged goods described on the ticket.  In the event the goods 

are lost or damaged while in possession of the pawnbroker, the pawnbroker shall 

compensate the pledgor, in cash or replacement goods acceptable to the pledgor, for the 

fair market value of the lost of damaged goods.  Proof of compensation shall be a defense 

to any prosecution or civil action. 

 

Subd. 12.  Motor Vehicle Title Pawn Transactions; Special Provisions. 

 

A.   In addition to the other requirements of this Section, a pawnbroker who holds a 

title to a motor vehicle as part of a pawn transaction shall: 

 

1)   Be licensed as a used motor vehicle dealer under Minnesota Statutes, 



Chapter 168, and post such license on the pawnshop premises; 

 

2)   Verify that there are no liens or encumbrances against the motor vehicle 

with the Department of Public Safety; and 

 

3)   Verify that the pledgor has automobile insurance on the motor vehicle as 

required by law. 

 

B.   A pawnbroker may not sell a motor vehicle covered by a pawn transaction until 90 

days after recovery of the motor vehicle. 

 

Subd. 13.  Transition.  Pawnbrokers in business on the effective date of this Section, 

must apply for a license and pay the required fee within six months. 

 

Subd. 14.  Violation.  A violation of this Section is a misdemeanor. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 36, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-9-1998 

 

SEC 8.27. FOOD VENDORS 

  

Subd. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall 

apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

 

A.  Mobile Food Cart. A non-motorized cart from which prepackaged or ready-to-eat  

 foods are sold to the public. 

 

B. Mobile Food Vehicle. A self-contained vehicle or trailer used to prepare and serve 

food or ice cream novelties that is readily moveable without disassembling. 

 

Subd. 2.  Requirements. 

 

A. All persons operating a mobile food cart or mobile food vehicle shall obtain all 

proper licenses from the State of Minnesota and submit copies of said licenses to 

the City of Dodge Center prior to operating within the City of Dodge Center. 

 

B. All persons operating a mobile food cart or mobile food vehicle shall be properly  

insured, with said insurance naming the city as an additional insured for liability 

imposed by law arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or operation of such 

cart or vehicle in amounts of at least $50,000 for the injury or death of one person, 

$100,000 for the injury or death of two or more persons, and $10,000 for damage 

to property. 

 

C. All mobile food cart or mobile food vehicles shall make a waste receptacle 

available to patrons and are responsible for all litter and waste generated by the 

food cart or food cart vehicle operation. 

 

D. All signage, other than one sandwich board sign as authorized and permitted 



under Chapter 4 of this code, shall be affixed to the mobile food cart or mobile 

food vehicle. 

 

E. All mobile food carts and mobile food vehicles shall prominently display all 

relevant state licenses and permits. 

 

F. In areas where parking spaces are delineated, no food vehicle shall occupy more 

than two parking spaces and shall otherwise comply with all parking regulations. 

 

Subd. 3. Restrictions. It is unlawful for any mobile food cart or mobile food vehicle to 

engage in the following activities: 

 

A. To operate within 100 feet of a restaurant that is open for service without the 

written consent of the restaurant owner or operator. 

 

B. To operate within 500 feet of any festival, fair, or civic event except when 

authorized, in writing, to do so by the event sponsor. 

 

C. To operate on public property or adjacent parking lots where a concession stand is 

open and operating. 

 

D. To operate in violation of nuisance statutes or ordinances. 

 

E. To operate on any public parking lot, trail or public sidewalk within four feet of 

the curb or roadway. 

 

F. To operate in such a way as to impede normal traffic flow. 

 

G. To permit smoking within 15 feet of the mobile food cart or mobile food vehicle. 

 

H. To operate within five feet of any crosswalk, access ramp, handicapped parking 

space or in a manner than would impede access to any adjacent business. 

 

I. To sell or distribute alcoholic beverages. 

 

J. To disobey any order from a Dodge County Sheriffôs Deputy or other law 

enforcement officer. 

 

K. To place tables, chairs, or other furniture for customer use. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 127, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  12-08-2014 

 

 (Sections 8.27 through 8.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

SEC. 8.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 

subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 

or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 



and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 

in specific provisions hereof. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 
 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 9 

 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS GENERALLY  

(THIS CHAPTER CONTAINS PROVISIONS AS TO  

DEFINITIONS, APPLICATION AND SCOPE RELATING  

TO CHAPTERS 10 AND 11 AS WELL AS THIS CHAPTER)  

 

 

      SEC. 9.01. DEFINITIONS.  Except as otherwise defined in the City Code, or where the 

context clearly indicates a contrary intent, the words and terms defined in Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter l69, shall be applicable to City Code, Chapters 9, 10 and 11. 

 

      SEC. 9.02. APPLICATION.  The provisions of City Code, Chapters 9, 10 and 11, are 

applicable to the drivers of all vehicles and animals upon streets, including, but not limited to, 

those owned or operated by the United States, the State of Minnesota, or any county, town, city, 

district, or other political subdivision. 

 

      SEC. 9.03.  SCOPE AND ORDERS OF OFFICERS. 

 

Subd. 1. Scope. The provisions of Chapters 9, 10 and 11 relate exclusively to the streets, 

alleys and private roads in the City, and the operation and parking of vehicles refer 

exclusively to the operation and parking of vehicles upon such streets, alleys and private 

roads. 

 

Subd. 2. Orders of an Officer. It is a misdemeanor for any person to willfully fail or 

refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any peace officer invested by law 

with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic. 

 

      SEC. 9.04.  TRAFFIC AND PARKING CONTROL.  

 

Subd. 1. Council Action. No device, sign or signal shall be erected or maintained for 

traffic or parking control unless the Council shall first have approved and directed the 

same, except as otherwise provided in this Section; provided, that when traffic and 

parking control is marked or sign-posted, such marking or sign-posting shall attest to 

Council action thereon. 

 

Subd. 2. Temporary Restrictions. The City may temporarily restrict traffic or parking 

for any private, public or experimental purpose. 

 

Subd. 3. Traffic  Restrictions and Prohibitions. It is a misdemeanor for any person to 

drive a vehicle contrary to lane restrictions or prohibitions painted on any street, or 

contrary to sign-posted, fenced, or barricaded restrictions or prohibitions. 

 

Subd. 4. Parking Restrictions and Prohibitions. It is unlawful for any person to park a 

vehicle, except an emergency vehicle, contrary to lane restrictions or prohibitions painted 

on any curb, or contrary to sign-posted, fenced, or barricaded restrictions or prohibitions. 

 

Subd. 5. Damaging or Moving Markings. It is a misdemeanor for any person to deface, 



mar, damage, move, remove, or in any way tamper with any structure, work, material, 

equipment, tools, sign, signal, barricade, fence, painting or appurtenance in any street 

unless such person has written permission from the City or is an agent, employee or 

contractor for the City, or other authority having jurisdiction over a particular street, and 

acting within the authority or scope of a contract with the City or such other authority. 

 

      SEC. 9.05. ICE AND SNOW ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS.  

 

Subd. 1. Ice and Snow a Nuisance. All snow and ice remaining upon public sidewalks is 

hereby declared to constitute a public nuisance and shall be abated by the owner or tenant 

of the abutting private property within twelve (12) hours after such snow or ice has 

ceased to be deposited. 

 

Subd. 2. City to Remove Snow and Ice. The City may cause to be removed from all 

public sidewalks, beginning twenty- four (24) hours after snow or ice has ceased to fall, 

all snow or ice which may be discovered thereon, and it shall keep a record of the cost of 

such removal and the private property adjacent to which such accumulations were found 

and removed. 

 

Subd. 3. Cost of Removal to be Assessed. The Clerk Administrator shall, upon direction 

of the Council, and on receipt of the information provided for in the preceding 

Subdivision, extend the cost of such removal of snow or ice as a special assessment 

against the lots or parcel of ground abutting on walks which were cleared, and such 

special assessments shall at the time of certifying taxes to the County Auditor be certified 

for collection as other special assessments are certified and collected. 

 

Subd. 4. Civil Suit  for Cost of Removal. The Clerk Administrator shall, in the 

alternative, upon direction of the Council, bring suit in a court of competent jurisdiction 

to recover from the persons owning land adjacent to which sidewalks were cleared, as 

provided in Subdivision 2 hereof, the cost of such clearing and the cost and disbursement 

of a civil action therefore. 

 

Subd. 5. Clerk Administrator to Report Sidewalks Cleared. The Clerk Administrator 

shall present to the Council at its first meeting after snow or ice has been cleared from the 

sidewalks as provided in Subdivision 2 hereof the report of the City thereon, and shall 

request the Council to determine by resolution the manner of collection to be used as 

provided in Subdivisions 3 or 4 of this Section. 

 

Subd. 6. As new subdivisions and areas of the City are developed, the landowner, as part 

of the platting process, shall make provisions for installation of sidewalks, the cost of 

which shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant. Sidewalks shall be constructed and 

repaired in strict conformance with current acceptable engineering standards, a copy of 

which is on file in the City Clerk-Administratorôs Office. 

 

Source:  City Code Amendment 

Effective Date:  9-14-1999 

 

 



 

 

      SEC. 9.06. CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF ROADWAY 

SURFACING, SIDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER.  

 

Subd. l. Methods of Procedure. 

 

A.   Abutting or affected property owners may contract for, construct or reconstruct 

roadway surfacing, sidewalk or curb and gutter in accordance with this Section if 

advance payment is made therefore or arrangements for payment considered 

adequate by the City are completed in advance. 

 

B.   With or without petition by the methods set forth in the Local Improvement Code 

of Minnesota Statutes, presently beginning with Section 429.0ll, as the same may 

from time to time be amended. 

 

Subd. 2. Permit Required. It is a misdemeanor to construct or reconstruct a sidewalk, 

curb and gutter, driveway, or roadway surfacing in any street or other public property in 

the City without a permit in writing from the City.  Application for such permit shall be 

made on forms approved and provided by the City and shall sufficiently describe the 

contemplated improvements, the contemplated date of beginning of work, and the length 

of time required to complete the same, provided, that no permit shall be required for any 

such improvement ordered installed by the Council.  All such applications shall contain 

an agreement by the applicant to be bound by this Chapter and plans and specifications 

consistent with the provisions of this Chapter and good engineering practices shall also 

accompany the application.  A permit from the City shall not relieve the holder from 

damages to the person or property of another caused by such work. 

 

Subd. 3. Specifications and Standards. All construction and reconstruction of roadway 

surfacing, sidewalk and curb and gutter improvements, including curb cuts, shall be 

strictly in accordance with specifications and standards on file in the office of the Clerk 

Administrator and open to inspection and copying there. Such specifications and 

standards may be amended from time to time by the City, but shall be uniformly 

enforced. 

 

Subd. 4. Inspection. The Clerk Administrator shall inspect such improvements as 

deemed necessary or advisable. Any work not done according to the applicable 

specifications and standards shall be removed and corrected at the expense of the permit 

holder. Any work done hereunder may be stopped by the Clerk Administrator if found to 

be unsatisfactory or not in accordance with the specifications and standards, but this shall 

not place a continuing burden upon the City to inspect or supervise such work. 

 

     SEC. 9.07. OBSTRUCTIONS IN STREETS. 

 

Subd. l. Obstructions. It is a misdemeanor for any person to place, deposit, display or 

offer for sale, any fence, goods or other obstructions upon, over, across or under any 

street without first having obtained a written permit from the Council, and then only in 

compliance in all respects with the terms and conditions of such permit, and taking 



precautionary measures for the protection of the public. An electrical cord or device of 

any kind is hereby included, but not by way of limitation, within the definition of an 

obstruction. 

 

Subd. 2. Fires. It is a misdemeanor for any person to build or maintain a fire upon a 

street. 

 

Subd. 3. Dumping in Streets. It is a misdemeanor for any person to throw or deposit in 

any street any nails, dirt, glass or glassware, cans, discarded cloth or clothing, metal 

scraps, garbage, leaves, grass or tree limbs, paper or paper products, shreds or rubbish, 

oil, grease or other petroleum products, or to empty any water containing salt or other 

injurious chemical thereon. It is a violation of this Section to haul any such material, 

inadequately enclosed or covered, thereby permitting the same to fall upon streets. It is 

also a violation of this Section to place or store any building materials or waste resulting 

from building construction or demolition on any street without first having obtained a 

written permit from the Council. 

 

Subd. 4. Signs and Other Structures. It is a misdemeanor for any person to place or 

maintain a sign, advertisement, or other structure in any street without first having 

obtained a written permit from the Council. In a district zoned for commercial or 

industrial enterprises special permission allowing an applicant to erect and maintain signs 

overhanging the street may be granted upon such terms and conditions as may be set forth 

in the zoning or construction provisions of the City Code. 

 

Subd. 5. Placing Snow or Ice in a Roadway or on a Sidewalk. 

               

A.   It is a misdemeanor for any person, not acting under a specific contract with the 

City or without special permission from the City, to remove snow or ice from 

private property and place the same in any roadway or on a sidewalk. 

 

B.   Where permission is granted by the City, the person to whom such permission is 

granted shall be initially responsible for payment of all direct or indirect costs of 

removing the snow or ice from the street or sidewalk. If not paid, collection shall 

be by civil action or assessment against the benefited property as any other special 

assessment. 

 

Subd. 6. Continuing Violation.  Each day that any person continues in violation of this 

Section shall be a separate offense and punishable as such. 

 

Subd. 7. Condition. Before granting any permit under any of the provisions of this 

Section, the Council may impose such insurance or bonding conditions thereon as it, 

considering the projected danger to public or private property or to persons, deems proper 

for safeguarding such persons and property.  Such insurance or bond shall also protect the 

City from any suit, action or cause of action arising by reason of such obstruction. 

 

      SEC. 9.08. STREET OPENINGS OR EXCAVATIONS.  It is a misdemeanor for any 

person, except a City employee acting within the course and scope of his employment or a 

contractor acting within the course and scope of a contract with the City, to make any 



excavation, opening or tunnel in, over, across or upon a street or other public property without 

first having obtained a written permit from the City as herein provided. 

 

Subd. l. Application.  Application for a permit to make a street excavation shall describe 

with reasonable particularity the name and address of the applicant, the place, purpose 

and size of the excavation, and such other information as may be necessary or desirable to 

facilitate the investigation hereinafter provided for, and shall be filed with the Clerk 

Administrator. 

 

Subd. 2. Investigation and Payment of Estimated Costs. Upon receipt of such 

application, the Clerk Administrator shall cause such investigation to be made as he may 

deem necessary to determine estimated cost of repair, such as back-filling, compacting, 

resurfacing and replacement, and the conditions as to the time of commencement of work, 

manner of procedure and time limitation upon such excavation.  The foregoing estimated 

costs shall include permanent and temporary repairs due to weather or other conditions, 

and the cost of such investigation shall be included in such estimate. 

 

Subd. 3.  Protection of the City and the Public. 

 

A.   Non-Completion or Abandonment. Work shall progress expeditiously to 

completion in accordance with any time limitation placed thereon so as to avoid 

unnecessary inconvenience to the public. In the event that work is not performed 

in accordance therewith, or shall cease or be abandoned without due cause, the 

City may, after six hours notice in writing to the holder of the permit of its 

intention to do so, correct the work, fill the excavation and repair the public 

property, and the cost thereof shall be paid by the person holding the permit. 

   

B.   Insurance. Prior to commencement of the work described in the application, the 

applicant shall furnish the City satisfactory evidence in writing that the applicant 

will keep in effect public liability insurance of not less than $l00,000.00 for any 

person, $300,000.00 for any occurrence and property damage insurance of not less 

than $25,000.00, issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the 

State of Minnesota on which the City is named as a co-insured. 

 

C.   Indemnification. Before issuance of a permit, the applicant shall, in writing, agree 

to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any liability for injury or damage 

arising out of the action of the applicant in performance of the work, or any 

expense whatsoever incurred by the City incident to a claim or action brought or 

commenced by any person arising therefrom. 

 

Subd. 4. Issuance of Permit. The Clerk Administrator shall issue such permit after (1) 

completion of such investigation, (2) payment by the applicant in advance of all estimated 

costs as aforesaid; (3) agreement by the applicant to the conditions of time and manner as 

aforesaid; (4) agreement in writing by the applicant to pay all actual cost of repairs over 

and above such estimate, including cost of such investigation, and, (5) agreement in 

writing by the applicant to be bound by all of the provisions of this Section. 

 

Subd. 5. Repairs. All temporary and permanent repairs, including back-filling, 



compacting and resurfacing shall be made, or contracted for, by the City in a manner 

prescribed by the Clerk Administrator and an accurate account of costs thereof shall be 

kept. 

 

Subd. 6. Cost Adjustment. Within sixty days following completion of such permanent 

repairs the Clerk Administrator shall determine actual costs of repairs, including cost of 

investigation, and prepare and furnish to such permit holder an itemized statement thereof 

and claim additional payment from, or make refund (without interest) to, the permit 

holder, as the case may be. 

 

Subd. 7. Alternate Method of Charging. In lieu of the above provisions relating to cost 

and cost adjustment for street openings, the City may charge on the basis of surface 

square feet removed, excavated cubic feet, or a combination of surface square feet and 

excavated cubic feet, on an established unit price uniformly charged. 

 

      SEC. 9.09. LIMITING SPEED AND TIME OF RAILWAY -STREET CROSSING 

OBSTRUCTION.   It is a misdemeanor for any person operating or in charge of a railroad train, 

car, engine, locomotive, or other railroad equipment, or combination thereof, to so operate, park 

or leave the same standing upon the railroad at its intersection with a street, so as to prevent 

unobstructed vehicular traffic on such street for a period longer than five (5) minutes, or to so 

operate it at a speed greater than fifteen (l5) miles per hour. 

 

      SEC. 9.10. REQUIREMENT OF SEWER AND WATER MAIN SERVICE 

LATERAL INSTALLATION.  

 

Subd. l.  Requirement of Sewer and Water Laterals.  No petition for the improvement 

of a street shall be considered by the Council if such petition contemplates constructing 

therein any part of a pavement or stabilized base, or curb and gutter, unless all sewer and 

water main installations shall have been made therein, including the installation of service 

laterals to the curb, if the area along such street will be served by such utilities installed in 

the street. 

 

Subd. 2.  Sewer System Service and Water Main Service Laterals.  No sewer system 

shall be hereafter constructed or extended unless service laterals to platted lots and 

frontage facing thereon shall be extended simultaneously with construction of mains. 

 

Subd. 3.  Waiver.  The Council may waive the requirements of this Section only if it 

finds the effects thereof are burdensome and upon such notice and hearing as the Council 

may deem necessary or proper. 

 

      SEC. 9.11.  CURB AND GUTTER, STREET AND SIDEWALK PAINTING OR 

COLORING.   It is unlawful for any person to paint, letter or color any street, sidewalk or curb 

and gutter for advertising purposes, or to paint or color any street, sidewalk or curb and gutter for 

any purpose, except as the same may be done by City employees acting within the course or 

scope of their employment.  Provided, however, that this provision shall not apply to uniformly 

coloring concrete or other surfacing, or uniformly painted house numbers, as such coloring may 

be approved by the City. 

 



      SEC. 9.12.  SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR.  

 

Subd. 1. Primary Responsibility. It is the primary responsibility of the owner of 

property upon which there is abutting any sidewalk to keep and maintain such sidewalk in 

safe and serviceable condition. 

 

Subd. 2. Construction, Reconstruction and Repair Specifications. All construction, 

reconstruction or repair of sidewalks shall be done in strict accordance with specifications 

on file in the office of the Clerk Administrator. 

 

Subd. 3. Notice - No Emergency. Where, in the opinion of the Clerk Administrator, no 

emergency exists, notice of the required repair or reconstruction shall be given to the 

owner of the abutting property.  Such notice shall require completion of the work within 

ninety (90) days, and shall be mailed to the owner or owners shown to be such on the 

records of the County Officer who mails tax statements. 

 

Subd. 4. Notice - Emergency. Where, in the opinion of the Clerk Administrator, an 

emergency exists, notice of the required repair or reconstruction shall be given to the 

owner of the abutting property.  Such notice shall require completion of the work within 

ten (10) days, and shall be mailed to the owner or owners shown to be such on the records 

of the County Officer who mails tax statements. 

 

Subd. 5. Failure of Owner to Reconstruct or Make Repairs. If the owner of the 

abutting property fails to make repairs or accomplish reconstruction as herein required, 

the Clerk Administrator shall report such failure to the Council and the Council may 

order such work to be done under its direction and the cost thereof assessed to the 

abutting property owner as any other special assessment. 

 

Subd. 6. Duty to Inspect. In order to accomplish the purpose of this Section, it shall be 

the duty of the Clerk Administrator to inspect sidewalks within the City, or cause the 

same to be inspected under his direction. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

(Sections 9.13 through 9.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

     SEC. 9.99. VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.   

Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he 

performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 

thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 

follows: 

 

Subd. 1. Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision specifically 

makes violation a misdemeanor, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where a 

violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely 

to endanger any person or property, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where he 

stands convicted of violation of any provision of this Chapter, exclusive of violations 



relating to the standing or parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate 

preceding 12-month period for the third or subsequent time, he shall be punished as for a 

misdemeanor. 

 

Subd. 2. As to any violation not constituting a misdemeanor under the provisions of 

Subdivision l hereof, he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 10 

 

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS  

(SEE CHAPTER 9 FOR DEFINITIONS, SCOPE AND 

APPLICATION RELATING TO THIS CHAPTER)  

 

SECTION 10.01. HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT ADOPTED BY 

REFERENCE.  Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, or in Chapters 9 and ll of this 

Code, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169, (commonly referred to as the Highway Traffic 

Regulation Act), as amended through Laws 1998, is hereby incorporated herein and adopted by 

reference, including the penalty provisions thereof. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 37, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 12-9-1998 

 

SEC. 10.02. TRUCK ROUTE.  It is unlawful for any person to drive a tractor, 

agricultural implement, truck over 9,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, truck-trailer, tractor-trailer 

or truck tractor in through traffic, upon any street except those which have been designated and 

sign-posted as truck routes.  For the purpose of this Chapter, "through traffic" means originating 

without the City and with a destination without the City, as distinguished from "local traffic" 

which means traffic either originating or having a destination within the City. 

 

Source: City Code 

Effective Date: 6-1-1989 

 

SEC. 10.03. BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, ROLLERBLADES AND 

ROLLERSKATES.  

 

Subd. l. Traffic Laws Apply.  Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway or upon any 

path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles shall be granted all of the rights and shall 

be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this Chapter, except 

as to special regulations in this Chapter and except as to those provisions of this Chapter 

which by their nature can have no application. 

 

Subd. 2. Right of Way ï Sidewalks and Streets. Whenever a person is riding a bicycle, 

skateboard, rollerblades or rollerskates upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right 

of way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal before overtaking and passing such 

pedestrian.  Provided nevertheless, no person shall ride a bicycle, skateboard, rollerblades 

or rollerskates upon a sidewalk or street within the Main Street business district, which 

shall be defined as Main Street from First Avenue Northeast to Central Avenue and from 

Central Avenue to First Avenue Northwest.  Bicycles must be walked across traffic lanes 

within the Main Street Business District.  This provision does not apply to motorized or 

non-motorized wheelchairs and other similar devices used as a means of conveyance by 

disabled individuals. 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 34, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 4-16-1997 

 

Subd. 3. Carrying Articles.  It is unlawful for any person operating a bicycle to carry any 



package, bundle or article which prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon 

the handlebars. 

 

 SEC. 10.04. U-TURNS. It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle by 

turning so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any street except at a street intersection, 

and then only if the street intersection is not sign-posted prohibiting a U- turn or otherwise 

controlled by a traffic signal; provided, that any person making a permitted U-turn shall yield the 

right-of-way to all other  

vehicles. 

 

SEC. 10.05. EXHIBITION DRIVING.  

 

Subd. 1. Prima Facie Evidence. It is prima facie evidence of exhibition driving when a 

motor vehicle stops, starts, accelerates, decelerates, or turns at an unnecessary rate of 

speed so as to cause tires to squeal, gears to grind, soil to be thrown, engine backfire, 

fishtailing or skidding, or, as to two-wheeled or three-wheeled motor vehicles, the front 

wheel to lose contact with the ground or roadway surface. 

 

Subd. 2. Unlawful Act.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to do any exhibition driving 

on any street, parking lot, or other public or private property, except when an emergency 

creates necessity for such operation to prevent injury to persons or damage to property; 

provided, that this Section shall not apply to driving on a racetrack.  For purposes of this 

Section, a "racetrack" means any track or premises whereon motorized vehicles, horses, 

dogs, or other animals or fowl legally compete in a race or timed contest for an audience, 

the members of which have directly or indirectly paid a consideration for admission. 

 

SEC. 10.06. EMERGENCY VEHICLES.  The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply 

to vehicles when operated with due regard for safety, under the direction of peace officers in the 

chase or apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of any such 

violation, nor to Fire Department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to a fire 

alarm, nor to public ambulances when traveling in emergencies. This exemption shall not, 

however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of 

the safety of others. 

 

SEC. 10.07. SNOWMOBILE TRAFFIC CONTROL AND REGULATIONS.  

 

Subd. l. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Snowmobile"  - A self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice 

steered by skis or runners. 

 

B.   "Owner"  - A person, other than a lien holder having the property in or title to a 

snowmobile entitled to the use or possession thereof. 

 

C.   "Operate"  - To ride in or on and control the operation of a snowmobile. 

 

D.   "Operator"  - Every person who operates or is in actual physical control of a 

snowmobile. 



 

E.   "Deadman Throttle"  or "Safety Throttle"  - A device which, when pressure is 

removed from the engine accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to be 

disengaged from the driving mechanism. 

 

Subd. 2. Scope of Application. Notwithstanding provisions of this Chapter to the 

contrary, this Section shall apply to control of traffic and regulation of that certain class 

of vehicles falling within the definition of snowmobiles as to matters set forth herein.  All 

provisions of this Chapter, not relating to matters herein stated, apply as equally to 

snowmobiles as other vehicles. 

 

Subd. 3. Operation. Except as otherwise herein permitted, it is a misdemeanor for any 

person to operate a snowmobile not licensed as a motor vehicle as follows: 

 

A.   On the portion of any right-of-way of any public highway, street, road, trail or 

alley used for motor vehicle travel, except upon the most right-hand lane of a 

street or alley and may in passing or making a left-hand turn, operate on other 

lanes which are used for vehicle traffic in the same direction.  A snowmobile may 

also be operated upon the ditch bottom or the outside bank of trunk, County 

State-aid and County highways where such highways are so configured within the 

corporate limits. 

 

B.   On a public sidewalk provided for pedestrian travel. 

 

C.   On boulevards within any public right-of-way. 

 

D.   On private property of another without specific permission of the owner or person 

in control of said property. 

 

E.   At a rate of speed greater than fifteen (15) miles per hour. 

 

F.   At any place in a careless, reckless or negligent manner or heedlessly in disregard 

of the rights or safety of others, or in a manner so as to endanger or be likely to 

endanger or cause injury or damage to any person or property. 

 

G.   Between the hours from l0:00 o'clock p.m. to 7:00 o'clock a.m. of any day, closer 

than l00 feet to any dwelling which is usually occupied by one or more persons; 

provided, however, that snowmobile operation shall be permitted during such 

hours when traveling directly to or from the residence of the operator and the 

nearest City limits line.  

 

H.   So as to tow any person or thing except through use of a rigid towbar attached to 

the rear of the snowmobile. 

 

I.   At any place while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 

J.   On any lands owned or occupied by a public body or on frozen waters, including, 

but not limited to, First Avenue N.E., Highway Street, Main Street from First 

Avenue N.E. to Third Avenue N.W., school grounds, park property, playgrounds, 



recreational areas, private roads, platted but unimproved roads, utility easements, 

public trails and golf courses.  Provided, however, that the Council may, by 

resolution, specifically permit use on City property, in which event the shortest 

route to and from areas so permitted shall be used. 

 

Subd. 4.  Special Orders.  In addition to the regulations provided in Subdivision 3, it is a 

misdemeanor to operate a snowmobile on any public place where prohibited by order of 

the City.  Such areas shall be appropriately sign-posted before such order shall become 

effective. 

 

Subd. 5.  Direct Crossings.  A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a street or 

highway, except an interstate highway or freeway, provided: 

 

A.   The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of 

the street or highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and 

safe crossing. 

 

B.   The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or 

main traveled way. 

 

C.   The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic which constitutes an 

immediate hazard. 

 

D.   In crossing a divided street or highway, the crossing is made only at an 

intersection of such street or highway with another public street or highway. 

 

E.   If the crossing is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half 

hour before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if both front and 

rear lights are on. 

 

Subd. 6.  Yielding the Right-of-Way.  It is a misdemeanor for any person operating a 

snowmobile to enter any intersection without yielding the right-of-way to any vehicles or 

pedestrians at the intersection, or so close to the intersection as to constitute an immediate 

hazard. 

 

Subd. 7.  Persons Under Eighteen. 

 

A.   It is a misdemeanor for any person under the age of fourteen (l4) years to operate 

a snowmobile on streets, in City parks or other public land, or the roadway surface 

of highways, or make a direct crossing of a trunk, County State-aid, or County 

highway as the operator of a snowmobile.  A person fourteen (l4) years of age or 

older, but less than eighteen (l8) years of age, may operate a snowmobile as 

permitted under this Section, only if he has in his possession, a safety certificate 

issued by the Commissioner, as provided by M.S.A. 84.872. 

 

B.   It is a misdemeanor for the owner of a snowmobile to permit the snowmobile to be 

operated contrary to the provisions of this subdivision. 

 

Subd. 8.  Equipment.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate a snowmobile any 



place within the City unless it is equipped with the following: 

 

A.   Standard mufflers which are properly attached and which reduce the noise of 

operation of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation.  No person shall 

use a muffler cut-out, by-pass, straight pipe or similar device on a snowmobile. 

 

B.   Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the snowmobile 

under any condition of operation. 

 

C.   A safety or so-called "deadman" throttle in operating condition. 

 

D.   When operated between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour 

before sunrise or at a time of reduced visibility, at least one clear lamp attached to 

the front, with sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at 

least l00 feet ahead during the hours of darkness and under normal atmospheric 

conditions.  Such head lamp shall be so aimed that glaring rays are not projected 

into the eyes of an oncoming snowmobile operator.  It shall also be equipped with 

at least one red tail lamp having a minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to 

exhibit a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during the 

hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 

 

E.   Reflective material at least sixteen inches on each side, forward of the handlebars, 

or steering device of a snowmobile and at the highest practical point on any towed 

object, as to reflect light at a 90 degree angle. 

 

Subd. 9.  Locking Vehicles.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to leave a snowmobile 

on a public place unless he shall lock the ignition, remove the key and take the same with 

him. 

 

Subd. 10. Emergencies. Notwithstanding the prohibition of operating a snowmobile 

upon a roadway to the contrary, a snowmobile may be operated on a public thoroughfare 

in an emergency during the period of time when, at locations where, snow upon the 

roadway renders travel by automobile impractical. 

 

Subd. 11. Animals. It is a misdemeanor to intentionally drive, chase, run over or kill any 

animal with a snowmobile. 

 

Subd. 12.  Signal From Officer to Stop.  It is a misdemeanor for a snowmobile operator, 

after having received a visible or audible signal from any law enforcement officer to 

come to a stop, to (l) operate a snowmobile in willful or wanton disregard of such signal, 

or (2) interfere with or endanger the law enforcement officer or any other person or 

vehicle, or (3) increase his speed or attempt to flee or elude the officer. 

 

Subd. 13.  Certain Statutes Adopted.  Minnesota Statutes, Sections 84.8l through 

84.9ll, inclusive, as amended in l987, together with rules and regulations promulgated 

thereunder, are hereby adopted by reference, incorporated herein, and made a part hereof, 

except as otherwise provided herein. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 36, 2nd Series 



Effective Date:  1-27-1998 

 

 

 

 

SEC. 10.08.  ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES.  

 

Subd. l.   Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Agricultural Zone" means the areas in Minnesota lying South and West of a line 

starting at the Minnesota-North Dakota border and formed by rights-of-way of 

Trunk Highway No. l0, thence Easterly along Trunk Highway No. l0 to Trunk 

Highway No. 23, thence Easterly along Trunk Highway No. 23 to Trunk Highway 

No. 95, thence Easterly along Trunk Highway No. 95 to its termination at the 

Minnesota-Wisconsin border. 

 

B.   "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Natural Resources. 

 

C.   "Owner" means a person, other than a person with security interest, having a 

property interest in or title to an all-terrain vehicle and entitled to the use and 

possession of the vehicle. 

 

D.   "All -Terrain Vehicle" or "Vehicle" means a motorized flotation-tired vehicle of 

not less than three (3) low pressure tires, but not more than six (6) tires, that is 

limited in engine displacement of less than 800 cubic centimeters and total dry 

weight less than 600 pounds. 

 

E.   "Operator" means the person driving or in actual physical control of the all-terrain 

vehicle. 

 

F.   "Dead-Man Throttle" means a device which when pressure is removed from the 

accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to be brought to an immediate stop. 

 

Subd. 2.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate an all-terrain vehicle as follows: 

 

A.   On private property of another without written permission to do so by the owner 

or occupant of said property. 

 

B.  On public school grounds, park property, playgrounds, recreational areas, without 

written permission to do so by the proper public authority. 

 

C.   In a manner so as to create loud, unnecessary or unusual noise so as to disturb or 

interfere with the peace and quiet of other persons. 

 

D.   In a careless, reckless, or negligent manner so as to be likely to endanger the 

safety of any person, including the operator, or the property of any other person. 

 

E.   Without having the all-terrain vehicle registered and registration properly 



displayed in accordance with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 84.92, except 

that this provision shall not apply to the operation of an all-terrain vehicle on the 

private property of the owner by the owner or a member of his immediate family. 

 

F.   While the operator is under the influence of liquor or narcotics, or habit-forming 

drugs. 

 

Subd. 3.  All all -terrain vehicles operated within the City shall have the following 

equipment: 

 

A.   Mufflers which are properly attached and which reduce the noise of operation of 

the vehicle to the minimum noise necessary for the operation of the vehicle, and 

no person shall use a muffler cut-out, by-pass, or similar device on said vehicles. 

 

B.   A safety or so-called "dead-man" throttle in good operating condition. 

 

C.   No trailers, toboggans, sleds or other devices shall be pulled by an all-terrain 

vehicle unless a solid type fixed hitch is used between the all-terrain vehicle and 

the towed device. 

 

D.   The lighting requirements of Minnesota Statutes 84.92 shall also apply to the 

operation of all-terrain vehicles. 

 

E.   It is a misdemeanor for the owner or operator to leave or allow an all-terrain 

vehicle, to be, or remain unattended on public property while the motor is running 

or with the keys to start the ignition in the ignition switch. 

 

Subd. 4.  The following requirements shall be met by the operator of all-terrain vehicles: 

 

A.   The absolute maximum speed limit is 20 miles per hour. 

 

B.   All all -terrain vehicles shall come to a complete stop at all intersections and shall 

yield the right-of-way to motor vehicle travel and/or pedestrians. 

 

C.   There shall be no operation of all-terrain vehicles within the street right-of-way, 

except those portions of the streets normally intended for vehicular travel. 

 

D.   No all-terrain vehicle shall be operated between the hours of l0:00 o'clock P.M. 

and 7:00 o'clock A.M. the following morning. 

 

E.   No all-terrain vehicle shall be operated any nearer than 500 feet of any church on 

Saturday or Sunday mornings or at any other time that it should appear to a 

reasonable person that such church is holding services. 

 

Subd. 5.  No all-terrain vehicles shall be permitted to operate on any of the following 

streets; however, an all-terrain vehicle may make a direct 90 degree crossing of such 



streets or highways: 

 

A. U.S. Highway No. 14 

B. Trunk Highway 56 

C. County Road 7 (3rd Avenue NW and SE) 

D. County State Aid Highway 34 (Highway Street) 

E. County Road H from County Road 7 westerly to the city limits. 

F. Main Street between 3rd Avenue NW and 1st Avenue NE. 

G. First Avenue NE between East Main Street and CSAH 34 (Highway Street). 

H. County Road 25 (Airport Road South) within the city limits. 

I. Airport Road North within the city limits. 

J. A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle within the right-of-way of a 

Trunk, County, State-Aid or County Highway from April 1 to August 1 in the 

Agricultural Zone unless the vehicle is being used exclusively as transportation to 

and from work on agricultural lands. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 77, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  2-22-2005 

 

Subd. 6.  It is a misdemeanor for a person to operate an all-terrain vehicle upon a public 

street or highway unless the vehicle is equipped with at least one headlight and one tail 

light, each of minimum candle power as prescribed by the Commissioner.  Such lights 

shall be illuminated at all times while operating upon the streets or highways. 

 

Subd. 7. A person16 years of age or older may operate an all-terrain vehicle upon the 

streets if that person has in his possession a valid driver's license. A person 21 years of 

age or older may operate an all-terrain vehicle upon the streets. 

 

Subd. 8. Any all-terrain vehicle found to be in violation of this Section or the applicable 

provisions of Minnesota Statutes shall be impounded following a second violation of 

these provisions within a six month period time.  The impoundment shall be for a period 

not to exceed five days, and only released to the registered owner of the all-terrain 

vehicle.  A storage fee of $20.00 per day shall be levied and collected prior to release. 

 

Subd. 9. Any all-terrain vehicle which is used in the commission of any crime as outlined 

in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 609, shall immediately be seized and become the property 

of the City or sold at public auction as authorized by Minnesota Statutes. 

 

Subd. 10.   Certain Statutes Adopted.  Minnesota Statutes, Sections 84.92 through 

84.928, inclusive, as amended in l987, together with rules and regulations promulgated 

thereunder, are hereby adopted by reference, incorporated herein, and made a part hereof, 

except as otherwise provided herein. 

 

SEC. 10.09.  SPECIAL VEHICLE USE BY HANDICAPPED.  

 

Subd. l.  Operation Authorized.  Operation of four-wheel all-terrain vehicles are hereby 



authorized on the roadways of all streets, except such as are prohibited by resolution or 

ordinance of the Council, and only in strict compliance with this Section. 

 

Subd. 2.  Permits.  Permits shall be issued only to handicapped persons as defined by 

statute.  Application for a permit to operate a four-wheel all-terrain vehicle on the 

roadways of streets shall include the name and address of the applicant and such other 

information as may from time-to-time be required by the Council.  Applications for initial 

or renewal permits shall be accompanied by a certificate signed by a physician stating 

that the applicant is capable of safely operating a four-wheel all-terrain vehicle on the 

roadway of streets.  All permits shall expire on December 3l, unless renewed.  The fee for 

a permit shall be fixed by resolution of the Council. 

 

Subd. 3.  Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for any person to operate a motorized golf cart 

or a four-wheel all-terrain vehicle on the roadway of a street unless: 

 

A.   The operator has in possession a valid, current and unrevoked permit from the 

City. 

 

B.  The operation is on a roadway which has not been designated as prohibited for 

such operation, except crossing at an intersection. 

 

C.   The operation is during daylight hours between sunrise and sunset. 

 

D.   The operation is not during inclement weather, or when visibility is impaired by 

weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions, or when there is insufficient light to 

clearly see persons or vehicles thereon at a distance of 500 feet. 

 

E.   The motorized golf cart or four-wheel all- terrain vehicle displays a slow moving 

vehicle emblem, as described by statute, on the rear thereof. 

 

F.   The motorized golf cart or four-wheel all- terrain vehicle is equipped with rear 

view mirrors as required by statute for other vehicles. 

 

G.   The operator has insurance coverage as provided by statute (presently Section 

65B.48, Subdivision 5) for motorcycles. 

 

H.   The operator observes all traffic laws, except such as cannot reasonably be applied 

to motorized golf carts or four-wheel all-terrain vehicles. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 

 

SEC.  10.10.   GOLF CARTS 

 

Subd. 1.   Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 



 

A.  ñDriverò means the person driving and having physical control over the motorized 

golf cart. 

 

B. ñMotorized Golf Cartò means a gas or electric three or four wheel vehicle 

commonly used to transport golfers and their golfing equipment while playing the 

sport of golf. 

 

C. ñOwnerò means the person whose name appears on the golf cartôs registration 

certificate and who holds a permit to operate the vehicle beyond the boundaries of 

the golf course. 

 

Subd. 2.   Operation. All city streets shall be designated motorized golf cart routes. No 

United States or State of Minnesota Highway or County Road shall be a designated 

roadway. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 99, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-8-2010 

 

Subd. 3.  Permit.  

 

A. No person shall operate a motorized golf cart on or within the City right of way or 

streets without a City permit as defined herein.  

 

B. Any person desiring a permit to operate a golf cart on designated motorized golf 

cart routes shall submit an application to the City Clerk/Administrator. The 

application shall include, at a minimum, the following information: 

 

i. Applicantôs Name 

ii. Applicants Address 

iii.  Applicantôs Date of Birth 

iv. Application Date 

v. Golf Cart Model, Description and Serial Number. 

vi. Copy of Minnesota Driverôs License 

vii. Applicants who are unable to produce a driverôs license may present a 

letter from their physician certifying that they are safely able to operate a 

golf cart on City Streets.   

viii.  Applicantôs certification that they have read and will comply with all the 

terms of  this Section. 

ix. A satisfactory certificate of insurance complying with Minnesota Statutes 

65B.48, Subd. 5, and with any other insurance required by Minnesota 

Statute 169.045. 

x. The following information as to all persons to be listed as authorized 

operators: 

1. Full Name. 

2. Home Address 



3. Minnesota Driverôs License 

4. Date of Birth. 

 

C. Persons under age twenty-one (21) shall be ineligible for a permit unless they 

possess a valid driverôs license. 

 

D. All permits shall expire on December 31 of each year unless renewed. 

 

 

E. The fee for said permit shall be ten ($10.00) dollars. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 85, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  11-14-2006 

 

Subd. 4.  Minimum Equipment Requirements. 

 

A. Motorized golf carts shall display the colored slow-moving vehicle emblem 

provided for in M.S. 169.522, as it may be amended from time to time, when it is 

operated on designated roadways. 

 

B. Motorized golf carts shall be equipped with a wing-style rear view mirror to 

provide the driver with adequate vision from behind. 

 

C. Motorized golf carts shall display a city license sticker as issued by the City 

Administratorôs office clearly visible on the driverôs side of the motorized golf 

cart. 

 

Subd. 5.  Operational Requirements 

 

A. Motorized golf carts shall not exceed a speed of 20 mph. 

 

B. Parked motorized golf carts shall occupy a full parking stall. 

 

C. Motorized golf carts shall not be operated: 

1)  During inclement weather;  

2)  When visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or other conditions;   

3)  At any time when there is insufficient light to clearly see persons in 

vehicles on the roadway at a distance of 500 feet. 

 

D. Motorized golf carts shall not be operated on public sidewalks, except designated 

bike paths or paths located at Triton High School. 

 

E. A motorized golf cart shall be operated as close to the right curb or right side of 

the roadway as practicable, except when making left turns. 

 

Subd. 6.   Revocation, Suspension or Modification of Permits 



 

A. A Permit may be revoked or temporarily suspended if upon probable cause the 

City Administrator finds that:  

i. Owner or driver has operated the motorized golf cart in violation of this 

Section. 

ii.  The insurance required by law for a permit is no longer in effect. 

iii.  The application for permit contained false or misleading information of 

documentation. 

 

B. A permit may be modified to delete an authorized operator if upon probable cause 

the City Administrator finds that: 

i. The authorized operator has not safely operated a motorized golf cart on 

streets in the City. 

ii.  The authorized operator does not have a valid Minnesota driverôs license 

or physicianôs certification. 

iii.  The application contained false or misleading information or 

documentation. 

 

 

Subd. 7.   Appeal 

 

A. Any authorized operator or institution may appeal a revocation, modification or 

suspension to the City Council by written notice of appeal submitted to the City 

Administrator within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of the revocation, 

modification, or suspension. 

 

B. Failure to appeal the revocation, modification, or suspension, as required herein, 

shall be conclusive subject to the ownerôs right to reapply after the expiration of 

one (1) year from the date of the City Administratorôs decision. 

 

C. Three (3) revocations or suspensions of a permit within ten (10) years shall result 

in permanent revocation of a permit to operate a motorized golf cart pursuant to 

this Section. 

 

Subd. 8.   Institutional Responsibility for Operator. 

 

A. Any institution which is issued a permit is responsible under this ordinance for the 

acts of any person operating a motorized golf cart that is under the care, custody 

or control of the institution. Such institution is liable for penalties under this 

ordinance which could be imposed upon the operator. 

 

Subd. 9.   Limitation of Liability. 

 

A. Nothing in this section shall be construed as an assumption of liability by the city 

for any injuries to persons or property which may result from the operation of a 

motorized golf cart by a permit holder or the failure by the city to revoke said 



permit. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 83, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-l3-2006 

 

 (Sections l0.11 through l0.97, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 10.98. ADMINISTRATIVE FINES.   Any person who violates this chapter shall 

pay an administrative fine of $100 to the City. Any administrative fine shall be in addition to 

other penalties allowed by law. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 83, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  6-l3-2006 

 

SEC. 10.99. VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.   

Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he 

performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 

thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 

follows: 

 

Subd. l. Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision specifically 

makes violation a misdemeanor, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where a 

violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely 

to endanger any person or property, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where he 

stands convicted of violation of any provision of this Chapter, exclusive of violations 

relating to the standing or parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate 

preceding l2-month period for the third or subsequent time, he shall be punished as for a 

misdemeanor. 

 

Subd. 2. As to any violations not constituting a misdemeanor under the provisions of 

Subdivision l hereof, he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor. 

 

Subd. 3. As to any violation of a provision adopted by reference, he shall be punished as 

specified in such provision, so adopted. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 
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CHAPTER 11 

 

PARKING REGULATIONS  

(SEE CHAPTER 9 FOR DEFINITIONS, SCOPE AND 

APPLICATION RELATING TO THIS CHAPTER)  

 

 

      SEC. 11.01.  PRESUMPTION.  As to any vehicle parking in violation of Chapters 9, 10 

and 11 when the driver thereof is not present, it shall be presumed that the owner or lessee of 

such vehicle parked the same, or that the driver was acting as the agent of the owner or lessee. 

 

      SEC. 11.02.  GENERAL PARKING PROHIBITIONS.   It is unlawful for any person 

to stop, stand or park a vehicle except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 

compliance with the specific directions of a peace officer or traffic control device in any of the 

following places:  (1) on a sidewalk; (2) in front of a public or private driveway; (3) within an 

intersection; (4) within ten feet of a fire hydrant; (5) on a crosswalk; (6) within twenty feet of a 

crosswalk at any intersection; (7) in a sign-posted fire lane; (8) within thirty feet upon the 

approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a 

roadway; (9) within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; (10) within twenty feet of 

the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any 

fire station within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly sign-posted; (11) alongside or 

opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, standing or parking would 

obstruct traffic; (12) on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of 

a street; (l3) upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street; (14) at any place where 

official signs prohibit or restrict stopping, parking or both; (15) in any alley, except for loading 

or unloading and then only so long as reasonably necessary for such loading and unloading to or 

from adjacent premises; or, (16) on any boulevard which has been curbed. 

 

      SEC. 11.03.  UNAUTHORIZED REMOVAL.   It is unlawful for any person to move a 

vehicle not owned, leased or under the control of such person into any prohibited area or away 

from a curb such distance as is unlawful. 

 

      SEC. 11.04.  DIRECTION TO PROCEED.  It is unlawful for any person to stop or 

park a vehicle on a street when directed or ordered to proceed by any peace officer invested by 

law with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic. 

 

     SEC. 11.05.  PARALLEL PARKING.   Except where angle parking is specifically 

allowed and indicated by curb or street marking or sign-posting, or all or any of them, each 

vehicle stopped or parked upon a two-way road where there is an adjacent curb shall be stopped 

or parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with, and within twelve inches of, the 

right-hand curb, and, where painted markings appear on the curb or the street, such vehicle shall 

be within such markings, front and rear; provided that upon a one-way roadway all vehicles shall 

be so parked, except that the left-hand wheels of the vehicle may be parallel with and within 

twelve inches from the left-hand curb, but the front of the vehicle in any event and with respect 

to the remainder of the vehicle, shall be in the direction of the flow of traffic upon such one-way 

street; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this Section. 

 

      SEC. 11.06.  ANGLE PARKING.   Where angle parking has been established by 
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Council resolution, and is allowed, as shown by curb or street marking or sign-posting, or all or 

any of them, each vehicle stopped or parked shall be at an angle of approximately 45 to 60 

degrees with the front wheel touching the curb and within any parking lines painted on the curb 

or street, provided that the front wheel not touching the curb shall be the portion of the vehicle 

furthest in the direction of one-way traffic; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this Section. 

 

      SEC. 11.07.  STREETS WITHOUT CURB.  Upon streets not having a curb each 

vehicle shall be stopped or parked parallel and to the right of the paving, improved or main 

traveled part of the street; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this Section. 

 

      SEC. 11.08.  PARKING HOURS.  Parking on streets shall be limited as follows: 

 

Subd. 1. It is unlawful for any person to stop, park or leave standing any vehicle upon 

any street for a continuous period in excess of 72 hours. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 131, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  4-22-2015 

 

Subd. 2. The Council may designate certain streets, blocks or portions of streets or blocks 

as prohibited parking zones, or five-minute, ten-minute, fifteen-minute, thirty-minute, 

one-hour, two-hour, four-hour, six-hour, eight-hour, morning or afternoon rush hour 

limited parking zones and shall mark by appropriate signs any zones so established. Such 

zones shall be established whenever necessary for the convenience of the public or to 

minimize traffic hazards and preserve a free flow of traffic. It is unlawful for any person 

to stop, park or leave standing any vehicle in a prohibited parking zone, for a period of 

time in excess of the sign-posted limitation, or during sign-posted hours of prohibited 

parking. 

 

      SEC. 11.09.  SNOW REMOVAL.  

    

Subd. 1. Definition.  A "snow removal period" as used in this Section shall be a period of 

time commencing at the beginning of each snowfall and lasting for 48 hours after a 

snowfall even if the snow has been removed from City streets. 

 

Subd. 2. Parking Prohibition . During a snow removal period, it is unlawful to park or 

leave standing a vehicle on any street or public alley between the hours of 1:00 oôclock 

A.M. and 4:00 oôclock P.M. This prohibition shall not apply to that part of Main Street 

located between 2nd Ave West and 1st Ave East. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 68, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  04-27-2004 

 

Subd. 3.  Public Notice.  Notice of snow removal period shall be published in the official 

paper each year prior to the snow season.  Notice shall be posted in the City Hall and 

other available places at the time of publication. 

 

      SEC. 11.10.  TRUCK PARKING.  
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Subd. l.  It is unlawful to park a detached semi-trailer upon any street, City-owned 

parking lot, or other public property except such as are specifically designated by the 

Council by resolution and sign-posted. 

 

Subd. 2.  It is unlawful to park a truck (other than a truck 13,000 pound gross vehicle 

weight or less), truck-trailer, tractor-trailer or truck-tractor within an area zoned as 

residential district except for the purpose of loading or unloading the same, and then only 

during such time as is reasonably necessary for such activity. 

 

Subd. 3.  It is unlawful to park a commercial vehicle of more than 13,000 pounds gross 

vehicle weight upon any street in the business district except streets as specifically 

designated by the Council by resolution and sign-posted, but parking of such vehicle for a 

period of not more than one hour shall be permitted in such space for the purpose of 

necessary access to abutting property while actively loading or unloading when such 

access cannot reasonably be secured from an alley or from an adjacent street where truck 

parking is not so restricted. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 95, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-28-2008 

 

 (Sections 11.11 through 11.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

     SEC. 11.20.  IMPOUNDING AND REMOVING VEHICLES.   When any peace 

officer  finds  a  vehicle  standing upon a  street or  City-owned parking lot in violation of any 

parking regulation, such officer is hereby authorized to require the driver or other person in 

charge of such vehicle to remove the same to a position in compliance with this  Chapter.   When 

any peace officer finds a vehicle unattended upon any street or City-owned parking lot in 

violation of any parking regulation, such officer is hereby authorized to impound such 

unlawfully parked vehicle and to provide for the removal thereof and to remove the same to a 

convenient garage or other facility or place of safety; provided, that if any charge shall be placed 

against  such vehicle for cost of removal or storage, or both, by anyone called upon to assist 

therewith the same shall be paid prior to removal from such place of storage or safekeeping. 

 

      SEC.  11.2l.   LOADING ZONES.  The Council may, by resolution, establish loading 

zones to be used for the specific purpose of loading or unloading merchandise from a 

commercial vehicle or vehicle temporarily being utilized in the transport of merchandise.  Such 

loading zones  shall be installed by order of the Clerk Administrator where in the judgment of 

the Council a commercial loading zone is justified, and duly sign-posted. 

 

      SEC. 11.22.  UNATTENDED VEHICLE.  

 

Subd.  1.  It is unlawful for any person to leave a motor vehicle unattended while the 

engine is running. 

 

Subd.  2.  It is unlawful for any person to leave a motor vehicle unattended with the key 

in the ignition. 

 

      SEC. 11.23.  VEHICLE REPAIR ON STREET.  It is unlawful for any person to 
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service, repair, assemble or dismantle any vehicle parked upon a street, or attempt to do so, 

except to service such vehicle with gasoline or oil or to provide emergency repairs thereon, but 

in no event for more than eight(8) hours. 

 

      SEC. 11.24.  PARKING FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADVERTISING OR SELLING 

MERCHANDISE.    It is unlawful for any person to park a vehicle on any street for the purpose 

of advertising for sale or selling merchandise thereon or therein, or advertising any merchandise 

for sale or a forthcoming event. 

 

      SEC. 11.25.  PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PARKING.  

 

Subd. l. Statutory parking privileges for physically handicapped shall be strictly observed 

and enforced.  Peace officers are authorized to tag vehicles on either private or public 

property in violation of such statutory privileges. 

                                

Subd. 2. It is unlawful for any person, whether or not physically handicapped, to stop, 

park, or leave standing, a motor vehicle (l) in a sign-posted fire lane at any time, or (2) in 

lanes where, and during  such  hours as, parking is prohibited to accommodate heavy 

traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-l-1989 

 

 SEC. 11.26 MOVING UNATTENDED VEHICLES.   In the event that any police or 

enforcement officer finds any unattended vehicle standing upon any street, alley, or municipally 

owned parking lot in violation of any provision of Chapter 9, 10, or 11 of the City Code, such 

officer is hereby authorized to move such vehicle or require the driver or other person having 

charge of such vehicle to move such vehicle to a position in compliance with the law. 

 

 SEC. 11.27 IMPOUNDING UNATTENDED VEHICLES.  In the event a police or 

enforcement officer finds any unattended vehicle upon any street, alley, or municipally owned 

parking lot in violation of any provision of Chapter 9, 10, or 11 of the City Code, such officer is 

hereby authorized to provide for the removal of such vehicle to a position in compliance with the 

law, and in the event any charge shall be placed against such vehicle for the cost of such removal 

or subsequent storage, such charge shall be paid by the party claiming such vehicle prior to the 

removal of the vehicle from such position. 

  

Source:  Ordinance No. 68, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  4-27-2004 

 

 (Sections 11.26 through 11.98,  inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

      SEC. 11.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.   

Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he 

performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 

thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 

follows: 
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  Subd. l.  Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision specifically 

makes violation a misdemeanor, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where a 

violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely 

to endanger any person or property, he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where he 

stands convicted of violation of any provision of this Chapter, exclusive of violations 

relating to the standing or parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate 

preceding l2-month period for the third or subsequent time, he shall be punished as for a 

misdemeanor. 

 

Subd. 2.  As to any violation not constituting a misdemeanor under the provisions of 

Subdivision l hereof, he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 
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CHAPTER 12 

 

PUBLIC PROTECTION, CRIMES AND OFFENSES  

 

 

SEC. 12.01.  STORAGE, DEPOSIT AND DISPOSAL OF REFUSE. 

 

Subd. 1. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Refuse" - Includes all organic material resulting from the manufacture, 

preparation or serving of food or food products, and spoiled, decayed or waste 

foods from any source, bottles, cans, glassware, paper or paper products, crockery, 

ashes, rags, and discarded clothing, tree or lawn clippings, leaves, weeds and other 

waste products, except human waste or waste resulting from building construction 

or demolition. 

 

B.   "Residential Dwelling" - Any single building consisting of one through four 

dwelling units with individual kitchen facilities for each. 

 

C.   "Multiple Dwelling" - Any building used for residential purposes consisting of 

more than four dwelling units with individual kitchen facilities for each. 

 

D.   "Commercial Establishment" - Any premises where a commercial or industrial 

enterprise of any kind is carried on, and shall include restaurants, clubs, churches, 

and schools where food is prepared or served. 

 

Subd. 2.  Storage. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to store refuse on residential dwelling premises for 

more than one week. All such storage shall be in five to thirty gallon metal or 

plastic containers with tight-fitting covers, which shall be maintained in a clean 

and sanitary condition; provided, that tree leaves, weeds and grass clippings may 

be stored in plastic bags and tree limbs must be stored in bundles weighing no 

more than seventy-five pounds and no longer than four feet. 

 

B.   It is unlawful for any person to store refuse on multiple dwelling premises for 

more than one week. Such storage shall be in containers as for residential dwelling 

premises, except that so-called "dumpsters" with close-fitting covers may be 

substituted. 

 

C.   It is unlawful for any person to store refuse on commercial establishment premises 

for more than seventy-two hours. Such storage shall be in containers as for 

residential dwelling premises, except that so-called "dumpsters" with close-fitting 

covers may be substituted. 

 

D.   It is unlawful to store organic refuse unless it is drained and wrapped. 
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Subd. 3.  Deposit.  It is unlawful for any person to deposit refuse from any source, 

rubbish, offal, or the body of a dead animal, in any place other than a sanitary landfill. 

 

Subd. 4.  Fire Danger.  It is unlawful for any person to store, deposit or dispose of any 

refuse which is in flames or heated to the point where it could cause danger of fire in 

other refuse. 

 

SEC. 12.02.  TOILET INSTALLATION REQUIRED.   It is the duty of every owner or 

occupant of any property within the City, having a dwelling house or business building situated 

thereon, which property is abutting a street in which there are City water and sewer mains, to 

install a toilet in such dwelling or business building and make connection thereof with such 

water and sewer mains.  The City shall serve written notice upon said owner or occupant 

requiring the installation of toilet facilities upon premises described in said notice, and 

connection thereof with the sewer and water mains, all of which shall be done within thirty (30) 

days after service of such written notice.  Whenever any owner or occupant shall default in 

compliance with such written notice the Council may by resolution direct that a toilet be installed 

and connection made with the water and sewer mains and that the actual cost of such installation 

be paid in the first instance out of the General Revenue Fund, and assessed against the property 

so benefited.  After such installation and connection is completed by order of the Council, the 

City shall serve a written notice of intention to make an assessment therefore.  If such assessment 

is not paid within ten (l0) days the City shall certify the amount thereof to the County Auditor in 

the same manner as with other special assessments, provided that the Council may by resolution 

provide that the assessment be spread over a term of three (3) years upon written request by the 

owner of the property. 

 

Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

SEC. 12.03.  TOBACCO. 

 

Subd. 1. Minor Defined. "Minor" means any natural person who has not yet reached the 

age of eighteen (18) years. 

 

Subd. 2. Possession By Minor. It is unlawful for any minor to have in his or her 

possession any tobacco, tobacco product, or tobacco related device. This subdivision shall 

not apply to minors lawfully involved in a compliance check on behalf of the City. 

 

Subd. 3. Use By Minor. It is unlawful for any minor to smoke, chew, sniff, or otherwise 

use any tobacco, tobacco product, or tobacco related device. 

 

Subd. 4. Procurement By Or For Minor.  It is unlawful: 

 

A.   For any minor to purchase or attempt to purchase or otherwise obtain any tobacco, 

tobacco products, or tobacco related device; 

 

B.   For any person to purchase or otherwise obtain such items on behalf of a minor; 

 

C.   For any person to sell or otherwise provide any tobacco, tobacco product, or 
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tobacco related device to any minor; and 

 

D.   For any person to coerce or attempt to coerce a minor to illegally purchase or 

otherwise obtain or use any tobacco, tobacco product, or tobacco related device.   

 

E.   This Subdivision shall not apply to minors lawfully involved in a compliance 

check on behalf of the city. 

 

Subd. 5. False Identification. It is unlawful for any minor to attempt to disguise their 

true age by the use of a false form of identification, whether the identification is that of 

another person or one in which the age of the person has been modified or tampered with 

to represent an age older than the actual age of the person. 

 

Subd. 6. Exceptions and Defenses. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the providing of 

tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices to a minor as part of a lawfully 

recognized religious, spiritual or cultural ceremony. It is an affirmative defense to the 

violation of this Section for a person to have reasonably relied on proof of age as 

described by State law. 

 

Subd. 7. Penalty. Minors found in unlawful possession of, or who unlawfully purchase 

or attempt to purchase, tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco related devices shall take 

tobacco related education classes as directed by the Hearing Officer. 

 

Source: Ordinance No. 38, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 12-9-1998 

 

SEC. 12.04. DANGEROUS WEAPONS AND ARTICLES. 

 

Subd. 1. Acts Prohibited. It is unlawful for any person to: 

 

A.   Recklessly handle or use a gun or other dangerous weapon or explosive so as to 

endanger the safety of another; or, 

 

B.   Intentionally point a gun of any kind, capable of injuring or killing a human being 

and whether loaded or unloaded, at or toward another; or, 

 

C.   Manufacture or sell for any unlawful purpose any weapon known as a slung-shot 

or sand club; or, 

 

D.   Manufacture, transfer or possess metal knuckles or a switch blade knife opening 

automatically; or, 

 

E.   Possess any other dangerous article or substance for the purpose of being used 

unlawfully as a weapon against another; or, 

 

F.   Sell or have in his possession any device designed to silence or muffle the 

discharge of a firearm; or, 
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G.   Permit, as a parent or guardian, any child under fourteen years of age to handle or 

use, outside of the parent's or guardian's presence, a firearm or air gun of any kind, 

or any ammunition or explosive; or, 

 

H.   Furnish a minor under eighteen years of age with a firearm, air gun, ammunition, 

or explosive without the written consent of his parent or guardian or of a peace 

officer. 

 

I.   Possess, sell, transfer, or have in possession for sale or transfer, any weapon 

commonly known as a throwing star, nun chuck or sharp stud. For the purposes of 

this Subparagraph, (l) a "throwing star" means a circular metallic device with any 

number of points projecting from the edge, (2) a "nun chuck" means a pair of 

wood sticks or metallic rods separated by chain links attached to one end of each 

such stick or rod, and (3) a "sharp stud" means a circular piece of metal attached 

to a wrist band, glove, belt or other material which protrudes one-fourth inch, or 

more, from the material to which it is attached, and with the protruding portion 

pyramidal in shape, sharp or pointed. 

 

Subd. 2. Exception. Nothing in Subdivision l of this Section shall prohibit the possession 

of the articles therein mentioned if the purpose of such possession is for public exhibition 

by museums or collectors of art. 

 

Subd. 3. Discharge of Firearms and Explosives. It is unlawful for any person to fire or 

discharge any cannon, gun, pistol or other firearm, firecracker, sky rocket or other 

fireworks, air gun, air rifle, or other similar device commonly referred to as a B-B gun. 

 

Subd. 4. Exception. Nothing in Subdivision 3 of this Section shall apply to a display of 

fireworks by an organization or group of organizations authorized in writing by the 

Council, or to a peace officer in the discharge of his duty, or to a person in the lawful 

defense of his person or family. This Section shall not apply to the discharge of firearms 

in a range authorized in writing by the Council. 

 

Subd. 5. Possession and Sale of Fireworks. It is unlawful for any person to sell, possess 

or have in possession for the purpose of sale, except as allowed in Subdivision 4 of this 

Section, any firecrackers, sky rockets or other fireworks. 

 

Subd. 6. Exposure of Unused Container. It is unlawful for any person, being the owner 

or in possession or control thereof, to permit an unused refrigerator, ice box, or other 

container, sufficiently large to retain any child and with doors which fasten automatically 

when closed, to expose the same accessible to children, without removing the doors, lids, 

hinges or latches. 

 

Subd. 7. Use of Bow and Arrow.  It is unlawful for any person to shoot a bow and arrow 

except in the Physical Education Program in a school supervised by a member of its 

faculty, a community-wide supervised class or event specifically authorized by a peace 

officer, or a bow and arrow range authorized by the Council. 
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SEC. 12.05. ANIMAL LICENSING AND REGULATION.  

 

Subd. 1.  Running at Large.  

 

A. No owner of any animal, whether kept, harbored, or maintained within or without the 

city, shall permit or suffer such animal to run or move at large at any time within the city. 

For the purpose of this section, every such animal at large shall be deemed at large with 

the permission and at the sufferance of its owner, and in the event of a violation of the 

provisions of this section, it shall be no defense that the offending animal escaped or is 

otherwise at large without the permission or sufferance of its owner. 

 

Subd. 2. Adoption of Fees. All fees for the impounding and maintenance of animals may be 

fixed and determined by the Council, adopted by resolution, and uniformly enforced.  Such fees 

may from time to time be amended by the Council by resolution. A copy of the resolution setting 

forth currently effective fees shall be kept on file in the office of the Clerk Administrator and 

open to inspection during regular business hours. 

 

Subd.  3. Tag Required. All animals shall wear a collar and have a tag firmly affixed thereto 

evidencing that the animal has a current rabies vaccination by a veterinarian licensed to practice 

veterinary medicine in the State of Minnesota and the contact information of the owner of the 

animal.  Tags shall not be transferrable from one animal to another.  

 

Subd.  4.  Apprehension of Animals. 

 

A. Seizure of Animals at Large. An animal control officer or law enforcement officer may 

apprehend and take possession of any animal at large. Any animal apprehended by an 

animal control officer or law enforcement officer may be conveyed to the kennel or 

impound site designated by the City to be there confined until released or disposed of as 

hereinafter provided. 

B. Seizure of Untagged or Unvaccinated Animals. Any animal control officer or law 

enforcement officer may seize any animal, at any location, which is not tagged as 

required herein, or is not vaccinated by a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary 

medicine in the State of Minnesota. Any animal seized may be conveyed to the kennel or 

impound site designated by the City to be there confined until released or disposed of as 

hereinafter provided. 

 

Subd. 5.  Notice of Apprehension. 

 

A.    Identified Animal. Within 48 hours after apprehending any dog or cat pursuant to 

Subdivision 4 of this section, a reasonable effort shall be made to contact the owner at the 

address/telephone number listed on the animalôs tag. 

B.       Unidentified Animal. If the owner is unknown, written notice shall be posted for five 

days at the City Hall describing the animal and the place and time of taking. 

 

Subd. 6. Reclaiming Animals from Kennel/Impound.  

Within the time limit set forth in Subdivision 7 of this section, the owner of any animal seized 

pursuant to this chapter may retrieve the animal from the impound site or kennel designated by 

the City, provided the owner first pays all impound fees to cover the cost of apprehending the 
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animal, boarding fees to cover the cost of sheltering the animal, pays any veterinary costs 

incurred by the City, and pays any other costs incurred by the City. The owner shall also pay any 

costs involved in vaccinating the animal as required by this chapter. No animal which is 

apprehended under this code shall be released until the animal in question has been proven to 

have a current rabies vaccination. If proof cannot be provided, the owner of any animal seized 

pursuant to this chapter shall also pay any costs associated with vaccinating the animal for rabies 

and the animal shall not be released until such vaccination is administered.  

 

Subd. 7. Disposing of Unclaimed Animals. If any animal apprehended under this Section is not 

claimed by its owner or ownerôs representative within five days after the date of apprehension, 

excluding holidays or other days the kennel or impound site is closed, the city shall cause the 

animal to be destroyed in a humane way or may allow the animal to be adopted by any other 

interested person over the age of 18 after payment of such fees as may be determined by the 

Council. Unclaimed animals may also be requested by a licensed educational or scientific 

institution under authority of Minnesota Statutes, Section 35.7l.  Provided, however, that if a tag 

affixed to the animal, or a statement by the animal's owner after seizure specifies that the animal 

should not be used for research, such animal shall not be made available to any such institution 

but may be destroyed after the expiration of the five-day period. Notwithstanding the provisions 

of this subdivision, any cat with no tag, collar, or other mark of ownership which, in the  

opinion of a veterinarian is feral, may be humanely destroyed immediately upon apprehension.  

 

Subd. 8. Apprehension/Impoundment Records. Impoundment records shall be preserved for 

at  least six months and  shall show (l) the description of the animal by specie, breed, sex, 

approximate age, and other  distinguishing traits; (2) the location at which the animal  was  

seized; (3) the date of seizure; (4) the name and address of the person from whom any animal 

three months of age or over was received;  and, (5) the name and address of the person to whom  

any animal three months of age or over was transferred.  

 

Subd. 9. Feces Clean Up. 

 

A.   It is a petty misdemeanor for any person having the custody or control of any dog or cat, 

to permit such dog or cat to be on any property, public or private, not owned or possessed 

by such person, unless such person has in his/her immediate possession a device for the 

removal of excrement and depository for the transmission of excrement to a proper 

receptacle located upon property owned or possessed by such person. 

B.   It is  a petty misdemeanor for any person in control of, causing or permitting any dog or 

cat to be on any property, public or private, not owned or possessed by such person, to 

fail  to remove excrement left by such dog or cat to a proper receptacle located on the 

property owned or possessed by such person. 

 

C.   The provision of this Subdivision shall not apply to the ownership or use of seeing-eye 

dogs by blind persons or dogs used in law enforcement activities within the City. 

 

Subd. 10. Diseased or Vicious Dogs and Cats. 

 

A.  It is a petty misdemeanor for any person having the custody or control of any diseased 

dog or cat to keep or allow such dog or cat to suffer unless such dog or cat is under the 

care of a veterinarian. 
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B.   It is a petty misdemeanor for any person having the control or custody of a vicious dog or 

cat, said dog or cat having shown vicious or treacherous tendencies, to keep such dog or 

cat within the City limits. 

 

Subd. 11. Obstructing Enforcement. 

 

A.   It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to molest, hinder, or interfere with employees of 

the City in the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Section. 

 

B. It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to break open the Animal Pound or attempt to do 

so, or to take or let out any dogs or cats taken thereto, or to take or attempt to take from 

any officer, any dog or cat taken up by him in compliance with this Section. 

 

Subd. 12. Barking Dogs. 

 

A. It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to have custody or control of a barking dog. It 

shall constitute a nuisance and be unlawful if any dog barks, whines, howls, bays, cries or 

makes other noise excessively so as to cause annoyance, disturbance or discomfort to any 

individual provided that such noise lasts for a period of more than five minutes 

continuously or intermittent barking that continues for more than one hour and is plainly 

audible outside the property limits of where the dog is kept. It shall not be a violation of 

this section if the dog was barking, crying or making other noise due to harassment or 

injury to the dog or a trespass upon the premises where the dog is located. 

 

B. Any police officer or animal control officer may enter onto private property and seize any 

barking dog, provided that the following conditions exist: 

 

1) There is an identified complainant other than the police or animal control officer 

making a contemporaneous complaint about the barking; 

 

2) The officer reasonably believes that the barking meets the criteria set forth in 

Subparagraph a) above; 

 

3) The officer can demonstrate that there has been at least one previous complaint of 

a dog barking at this address on a prior date; 

 

4) The officer has made reasonable attempts to contact the owner of the dog(s) or the 

owner of the property and those attempts have either failed or have been ignored; 

 

5) The seizure will not involve forced entry into a private residence. Use of a 

passkey obtained from the property manager, landlord, innkeeper, or other person 

authorized to have such a key shall not be considered as a forced entry; 

 

6) No other less intrusive means to stop the barking is available, and; 

 

7) Written notice of the seizure is left in a conspicuous place if personal contact with 

the owner of the dog is not possible. 
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C. Any dog seized under the provisions of Subparagraph b) shall be impounded and 

disposed of pursuant to a provision of Section 12.05, Subdivision 4, Subdivision 5 and 

Subdivision 6. 

 

D. Any dog seized under Subdivision 14 herein which is unclaimed may be disposed of 

according to the provisions of Section 12.05, Subdivision 4. 

 

E. Any person who violates this subdivision shall pay an administrative fine of $100.00 to 

the City. 

 

Subd. 13.  Dangerous or Potentially Dangerous Dogs. 

 

A.  Definitions: 

 

(1)   ñDangerous Dogò.  A dog which has:  

 

(a) Caused bodily injury or disfigurement to any person on public or private 

property; 

 

(b) Engaged in any attack on any person under circumstances which would 

indicate danger to personal safety; 

 

(c) Exhibited unusually aggressive behavior, such as an attack on another 

animal; 

 

(d) Bitten one or more persons on two or more occasions; or  

 

(e) Been found to be potentially dangerous and/or the owner has personal 

knowledge of the same, the animal aggressively bites, attacks, or 

endangers the safety of humans or domestic animals.  

 

(2) ñPotentially Dangerous Dogò.  A dog which has:  

 

(a) Bitten a human or a domestic animal on public or private property; 

 

(b) When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, 

sidewalks, or any public property, or private property other than the dog 

ownerôs private, in an apparent attitude of attack; or  

 

(c) Has engaged in unprovoked attacks causing injury or otherwise 

threatening the safety of humans or domestic animals. 

 

(3) ñProper Enclosureò. Securely confined indoors or in a securely locked pen or 

structure suitable to prevent the dog from escaping and to provide protection for 

the dog from the elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or 

any part of a house, garage, or other structure that would allow the dog to exit of 

its own volition, or any house or structure in which windows are open or in which 
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door or window screens are the only barriers which prevent the dog from exiting. 

The enclosure shall not allow the egress of the dog in any manner without human 

assistance. A pen or kennel shall meet the following minimum specifications:  

 

(a) Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet.  

 

(b) Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be constructed of 

11-gauge or heavier wire. Openings in the wire shall not exceed two 

inches, support posts shall be 13-inch or larger steel pipe buried in the 

ground 18 inches or more. When a concrete floor is not provided, the 

sidewalls shall be buried a minimum of 18 inches in the ground.  

 

(c) A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided. The cover shall be 

constructed of the same gauge wire or heavier as the sidewalls and shall 

also have no openings in the wire greater than two inches.  

 

(d) An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of the same 

material as the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire  

 greater than two inches. The gate shall be equipped with a device capable  

 of being locked and shall be locked at all times when the dog is in the pen 

or kennel.  

 

(4) ñUnprovokedò. The condition in which the dog is not purposely excited, 

stimulated, agitated or disturbed.  

 

(5)  ñOwnerò means any person, firm, corporation, organization or department 

possessing, harboring, keeping, having an interest in, or having care, custody or 

control of a dog. 

 

(6)  ñAnimal Control Officerò means the Dodge County Sheriffôs office. 

 

B.     Designation. 

 

(1) Designation as potentially dangerous dog. The Animal Control Officer shall 

designate any dog as a potentially dangerous dog upon receiving evidence that the 

potentially dangerous dog meets the definition as described in Section A (2). 

When a dog is declared potentially dangerous, the Animal Control Officer shall 

cause one owner of the potentially dangerous dog to be notified in writing that the 

dog is potentially dangerous.  

(a) This notice shall require that the owner of the potentially dangerous dog 

provide sufficient evidence that: 

 

(1) The owner has had a microchip identification implanted in the dog for 

identification purposes. 

 

(2) Liability insurance issued by an insurance company authorized to 

conduct business in the State of Minnesota in a form acceptable to the 

City in the sum of at least Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) 
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payable to any person injured by the potentially dangerous dog and 

insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by the potentially 

dangerous dog. 

 

(2)    Designation as dangerous dog. The Animal Control Officer shall have the 

authority to designate any dog as a dangerous dog upon receiving evidence that 

the dangerous dog has met the definition of a dangerous dog as described in 

Section A (1) or the dog has been declared a potentially dangerous dog and the 

owner has failed to comply with the requirements of Section B (1) of designation 

of a potentially dangerous dog.  

 

(3) Authority to order destruction. The Animal Control Officer, upon finding that a 

dog is dangerous hereunder, is authorized to order, as part of the disposition of the 

case, that the dog be destroyed based on a written order containing one or more of 

the following findings of fact:  

 

(a) The dog is dangerous as demonstrated by a vicious attack, an unprovoked 

attack, an attack without warning or multiple attacks; or  

 

(b) The owner of the dog has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness to 

control the animal in order to prevent injury to persons or other animals.  

 

(4)   Procedure. The Animal Control Officer, after having determined that a dog is 

dangerous, may proceed in the following manner: The Animal Control Officer 

shall cause one owner of the dog to be notified in writing or in person that the dog 

is dangerous and may order the dog seized or make orders as deemed proper. This 

owner shall be notified as to dates, times, places and parties bitten, and shall be 

given 14 days to appeal this order by requesting a hearing before the City Council 

for a review of this determination.  

 

(a) If no appeal is filed, the Animal Control Officer shall obtain an order or 

warrant authorizing the seizure and the destruction of the dog from a court 

of competent jurisdiction, unless the animal is already in custody or the 

owner consents to the seizure and destruction of the dog. 

 

(b) If an owner requests a hearing for determination as to the dangerous nature 

of the dog, the hearing shall be held before the City Council, which shall 

set a date for hearing not more than three weeks after demand for the 

hearing. The records of the Animal Control or City Clerkôs office shall be 

admissible for consideration by the Animal Control Officer without 

further foundation. After considering all evidence pertaining to the 

temperament of the dog, the City Council shall make an order as it deems 

proper. The City Council may order that the Animal Control Officer take 

the dog into custody for destruction, if the dog is not currently in custody. 

If the dog is ordered into custody for destruction, the owner shall 

immediately make the dog available to the Animal Control Officer. If the 

owner does not immediately make the dog available, the Animal Control 

Officer shall obtain an order or warrant authorizing the seizure and the 
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destruction of the dog from a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 

(c) No person shall harbor a dog after it has been found by to be dangerous 

and ordered into custody for destruction. 

 

(5) Stopping an attack. If any police officer or Animal Control Officer is witness to 

an attack by a dog upon a person or another animal, the officer may take whatever 

means the officer deems appropriate to bring the attack to an end and prevent 

further injury to the victim.  

 

(6) Notification of new address. The owner of a dog which has been identified as 

dangerous or potentially dangerous shall notify the Animal Control Officer in 

writing if the dog is to be relocated from its current address or given or sold to 

another person. The notification shall be given in writing at least 14 days prior to 

the relocation or transfer of ownership. The notification shall include the current 

owner's name and address, the relocation address, and the name of the new owner, 

if any.  

 

C.     Dangerous Dog Requirements.  

 

(1)   No person may own a dangerous dog in the City unless the dog is registered as 

provided in this section. 

 

(2)   If the City does not order the destruction of a dog that has been declared 

dangerous, the City Council may, as an alternative, issue a certificate of 

registration to the owner of a dangerous dog if the owner presents sufficient 

evidence that: 

 

(a) That the owner provide and maintain a proper enclosure for the dangerous 

dog as specified in Section A (3); 

 

(b) Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly visible warning 

signs, including a warning symbol to inform children, that there is a 

dangerous animal on the property as specified in M.S. §347.51 as may be 

amended from time to time; 

 

 (c) Provide and show proof annually of public liability insurance in the 

minimum amount of $300,000; 

 

(d) If the dog is outside the proper enclosure, the dog must be muzzled and 

restrained by a substantial chain or leash (not to exceed six feet in length) 

and under the physical restraint of a person 16 years of age or older. The 

muzzle must be of a design as to prevent the dog from biting any person or 

animal, but will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or 

respiration; 

 

(e) The dog must have an easily identifiable, standardized tag identifying the 

dog as dangerous affixed to its collar at all times as specified in M.S. 
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§347.51 as it may be amended from time to time, and shall have a 

microchip implant as provided by M.S. § 347.151, as it may be amended 

from time to time; 

 

(f) All dogs deemed dangerous by the Animal Control Officer shall be 

registered with the county in which this city is located within 14 days after 

the date the animal was so deemed and provide satisfactory proof thereof 

to the Animal Control Officer.  

 

(g) The dog must be up to date on rabies vaccination. 

 

(h)   Fee. The City will charge the owner an annual fee to obtain a certificate of 

registration for a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog.  

 

(3) Seizure. As authorized by M.S. § 347.54, as it may be amended from time to time, 

the Animal Control Officer shall immediately seize any dangerous dog if the 

owner does not meet each of the above requirements within 14 days after the date 

notice is sent to the owner that the dog is dangerous. Seizure may be appealed to 

district court by serving a summons and petition upon the city and filing it with 

the district court.  

 

(4) Reclaiming Dog. A dangerous dog seized under Section C(3),  may be  reclaimed 

by the owner of the dog upon payment of impounding and boarding fees and 

presenting proof to animal control that each of the requirements under Section 

(C), are fulfilled. A dog not reclaimed under this section within 14 days may be 

disposed of as provided under Section B(4), and the owner is liable to the city for 

costs incurred in confining and impounding the dog.  

 

(5) Subsequent offenses. If an owner of a dog has subsequently violated the 

provisions under Section C(2) with the same dog, the dog must be seized by 

animal control. The owner may request a hearing as defined in Section B(4). If the 

owner is found to have violated the provisions for which the dog was seized, the 

Animal Control Officer shall order the dog destroyed in a proper and humane 

manner and the owner shall pay the costs of confining the dog. If the person is 

found not to have violated the provisions for which the dog was seized, the owner 

may reclaim the animal under the provisions of Section C(4). If the dog is not yet 

reclaimed by the owner within 14 days after the date the owner is notified that the 

dog may be reclaimed, the dog may be disposed of as provided under Section 

B(4) and the owner is liable to the animal control for the costs incurred in 

confining, impounding and disposing of the dog.  

 

D.     Exemptions. 

 

(1) Dogs may not be declared potentially dangerous or dangerous if the threat, injury 

or damage was sustained by a person: 

 

(a) Who was committing at the time a willful trespass or other tort upon the 

premises occupied by the owner of the dog; 



 

 247  

 

(b) Who was provoking, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the dog or who can 

be shown to have repeatedly in the past provoked, tormented, abused or 

assaulted a dog; or 

 

(c)  Who was committing or attempting to commit a crime. 

 

(2)    Law Enforcement Exemption. The provisions of this section do not apply to dogs 

used by law enforcement officials for police work.  

 

E.    Penalty. 

 

(1) Any person who violates any provisions of this subdivision is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

 

(2) It is a misdemeanor to do any of the following: 

 

(a) To remove a microchip from a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog, to 

fail to renew the registration of a dangerous dog, to fail to account for a 

dangerous dogôs death, or removal from the jurisdiction; 

 

(b) To sign a false affidavit with respect to a dangerous dogôs death or 

removal from the jurisdiction, or fail to disclose ownership of a dangerous 

dog to a property owner from whom the person rents property. 

 

Subd. 14.  Reserved for future use. 

 

Subd. 15.  Reserved for future use. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 134, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  02-22-2016 

 

Subd. 16.  Prohibited Wild Animals 

  

A. Prohibited Wild Animals 

1. It shall be unlawful to keep any wild animal within the City limits, except as 

permitted pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision. 

2. As used in this section, ñwild animalò shall have the following meaning: Any 

animal, mammal, amphibian or reptile which is of a species which is wild by 

nature or of a species which due to size, vicious nature or other characteristics in 

inherently dangerous to human beings. Examples of wild animals, without 

limitation, are: 

a. Any large cat of the family Felidae, such as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, 

cougars and ocelots, except domestic house cats; 

b. Any member of the family Canidae, such as wolves, hybrid wolves, 

coyotes, dingoes and jackals, except domesticated dogs; 

c. Any crossbreed such as crossbreeds between dogs and coyotes, dogs and 

wolves, but does not include crossbred domesticated animals where both 
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parents are domesticated dogs; 

d. Any poisonous snake including but not limited to rattlesnakes, coral 

snakes, water moccasins, puff adders or cobras; 

e. Any skunk, raccoon, fox or animal protected under State of Minnesota or 

Federal wildlife regulations; 

f. Any bear, ape, monkey in excess of five (5) pounds, or badger; 

g. Any porcine including but not limited to pot-bellied pigs. 

h. Any other animal, bird, or reptile, including pythons, which are commonly 

considered wild and not domesticated. 

3.    Exceptions to the Definition of Wild Animals are: 

a. Nonpoisonous snakes, domesticated birds, hamsters, mice, rabbits, lizards, 

spiders and other similar small animals capable of being kept in cages 

including rats, if purchased from a bona fide pet store. 

b. Service animals, provided that the owner has a medically recognized and 

diagnosed disability and the service animal is performing a task by either 

guiding the blind, signaling the hearing impaired, or performing a task for 

which a disabled person requires assistance. 

c. Wildlife rehabilitators may only possess animals with a Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources permit. Such animals will be kept in a 

manner as to not create unsanitary conditions or unreasonable noise. 

d. Birds and birds of prey if kept pursuant to a valid US Fish and Wildlife 

Services permit. 

e. Animals kept under subparagraphs a and b of this paragraph shall be kept 

in the primary structure of a property and may not be kept in any 

accessory structure. 

4. Other Unlawful Act. It is unlawful for any person to keep any animal that disturbs 

the comfort or repose of persons in the vicinity by its frequent or continued noise. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 123, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  06-09-2014 

 

SEC. 12.055.  KENNELS. 

 

Subd. 1. Declaration of Nuisance. The keeping of three or more dogs, cats, or any 

combination thereof on the same premises is subject to great abuse, causing discomfort to 

persons in the area, by way of smell, noise, hazard, and general aesthetic depreciation, 

and the irresponsible maintenance of three or more animals within a residential area has 

been the source of a variety of complaints. The keeping of three or more dogs, cats, or 

any combination thereof on one premises is hereby declared to be a nuisance and is 

hereby subject to the restrictions contained herein. 

 

Subd. 2. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   ñCommercial Kennelò means a place where three or more dogs, cats or any 

combination thereof are kept on the same premises, whether owned by the same 

person or not, for the business of selling, boarding for a fee, breeding for sale, or 

some other enterprise intended primarily for profit-making purposes. The term 
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ñCommercial Kennelò shall include pet stores, but shall not include pet grooming 

shops, animal hospitals, or veterinary clinics. 

 

B.   ñHobby Kennelò means a place where three or more dogs, cats, or any 

combination thereof over six months of age are kept when not a commercial 

kennel. 

 

Subd. 3.  License Requirements. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to keep or maintain a Commercial or Hobby Kennel 

in the City except upon obtaining a kennel license from the Council. 

 

B.   Application for such licenses shall be made to the City Administrator and shall be 

accompanied by the license fee as established by the Council. 

 

C.   All kennels must conform to statutes and regulations of the State of Minnesota, 

the City Code, or any agencies of the City having jurisdiction over such matters 

such as fire control, cleanliness, temperature control, waste disposal, structure 

specifications, diet, and animal treatment.  Waste shall not be permitted to 

accumulate so as to create any odor detectable by adjoining property owners.  All 

kennels shall be kept in a clean and healthful condition at all times and shall be 

open for inspection by duly authorized City authorities at any reasonable time. 

 

D.   A Commercial Kennel license shall only be granted in the commercial zoning 

districts. 

 

E.   A Hobby Kennel license may be issued in a residential zoning district, provided 

that the number of animals does not exceed four and the Council finds that the 

proposed operation will not adversely affect surrounding properties. 

 

F.   The Council may impose such conditions as it shall deem necessary and 

appropriate to carry out the intent of this Chapter. A kennel license may be 

revoked by the Council by reason of the violation of this Section, State law, or any 

regulation relating thereto. 

 

Subd. 4. Insurance. No Commercial or Hobby Kennel license shall be issued until such 

time as the applicant provides to the City Administrator a liability insurance policy of 

$100,000.00 for all damages arising out of bodily injuries to, or death of, one person, and 

$300,000.00 for all damages arising out of bodily injuries to, or death of, two or more 

persons in any one incident arising out of or caused by the kennel operation, together with 

property damage liability insurance in the amount of $100,000.00. Copies thereof or 

appropriate insurance certificates shall be delivered to the City Administratorôs office 

prior to any annual renewal of such kennel license. The City reserves the right to 

revisions upward or downward in the minimum insurance requirement hereinafter set 

forth by City resolution or ordinance. 

 

Subd. 5. Tags. Licensees shall affix an identification tag to all dogs and cats owned by or 

under the control of the licensee. Such identification tag shall at a minimum contain the 
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name, address, and telephone number of the licensee. 

 

Subd. 6. Vaccination. The licensee shall cause every dog and cat in the kennel to be 

vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian with anti-rabies vaccine. Puppies and kittens shall 

be so vaccinated at or before the age of sixteen weeks and again at the age of one year.  

Adult animals shall be so vaccinated at least once in every twenty-four month period or as 

often as needed under the type of vaccine to insure immunity. Rabies vaccination tags 

shall be affixed as set out in Subdivision 5, above. 

 

Subd. 7. Penalties. Any person who maintains a kennel without first obtaining a license 

therefore, or after the license is revoked or not renewed, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 27, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  10-11-1995 

 

SEC.12.06  PROHIBITION OF THE KEEPING OF AGRICULTURAL ANIMALS.  

 

Subd. 1. It is unlawful for any person to keep or harbor any horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 

pigs, chickens, turkeys, mules, donkeys, llamas, alpacas, chickens, other fowl, or other 

animal commonly kept for agricultural purposes, within the city limits, except as 

permitted as a Conditional or Interim Use in an industrial zone.  

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 123, 2nd Series 

Effective Date: 6-9-2014 

 

Subd. 2. Permit Fee. The fee for such permit shall be in the amount adopted by 

resolution of the Council and shall be payable when the written application therefore is 

submitted to the Clerk Administrator for approval by the Council. 

 

Subd. 3.  Regulations.  The permit holder shall comply with the following regulations: 

 

A.   No stable, barn or building in which horses, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, mules, 

donkeys, rabbits, chickens, turkeys or other fowl are kept may be located within 

50 feet of human habitation. 

 

B.   Such stables, barns or other buildings shall be kept clean. Manure and droppings 

shall be removed with sufficient frequency to avoid nuisance from odors or from 

breeding of flies. 

 

C.   Wherever domestic animals or fowl of any kind are kept, they shall be securely 

confined within an enclosure by the owner thereof and no domestic animals shall 

be allowed to stray or feed upon the streets, or property abutting the streets or 

alleys. 

 

Subd. 4. Other Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful for any person to keep any animal that 

disturbs the comfort or repose of persons in the vicinity by its frequent or continued 

noise. 
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Source:  City Code 

Effective Date:  6-1-1989 

 

SEC. 12.07. SMOKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PUBLIC PLACES AND  

CITY -OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES.  

 

Subd. 1. Definitions. As used in this Section, the following terms shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Public Place"  - An enclosed (indoor) area owned by the City and used by the 

general public or serving as a place of work. 

 

B.   "City -Owned Motor Vehicle" - Any automobile, truck, or other enclosed 

motorized mode of transport owned and used by the City. 

 

C.   "Smoking"  - A person having in possession a lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, or any 

other lighted smoking material or equipment for personal use. 

 

Subd. 2. Unlawful Act.  It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to smoke in a public 

place or a City-owned motor vehicle. 

 

Subd. 3. Exception. This Section shall not apply to City-owned recreational facilities 

which are rented for a private social function and seating arrangements are under the 

control of the sponsor of the function, nor shall it apply to City-owned property which is 

leased or licensed to a private person. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 2, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  2-21-1990 

 

SEC. 12.08. REGULATION OF TREES ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

PROPERTY. 

 

Subd. 1. Purpose. It is the purpose of this Section to promote and protect the public 

welfare, safety, and general welfare by providing for the regulation of the planting, 

maintenance and removal of trees, shrubs and other plants within the City. 

 

Subd. 2. Definitions. The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have the 

meanings stated: 

 

A.   "Boulevard Trees"  means trees, shrubs, bushes, and all other woody vegetation 

on land lying between the property lines or within the right-of-way lines on either 

side of all streets, avenues or ways within the City. 

 

B.   "Park Trees"  means trees, shrubs, bushes, and all other woody vegetation in 

public parks or areas owned by the City not defined as "boulevard trees". 

 

C.   "Ordinary Care"  means seeding, sodding, watering trees when necessary, 

mowing the boulevards and protecting trees from injury.  "Ordinary care" also 
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includes tree limb pruning of low-hanging or broken limbs or removal for power 

and telephone lines. 

 

Subd. 3. Planting of Boulevard Trees. No species may be planted on public property 

without the prior written permission of the Park and Recreation Board. Prior to the Park 

and Recreation Board taking action, it shall review all requests for planting to assure that 

the species are appropriate. The Park and Recreation Board shall submit written reports to 

the Council on those matters of special requests by the Council prior to taking official 

action. 

 

Subd. 4. Care of Boulevard Trees. The City shall have the right to plant, prune, 

maintain and remove trees, plants and shrubs within the lines of all streets, alleys, 

avenues, lanes, squares and public grounds as may be necessary to insure the public 

safety or to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds. No 

other planting may be done without consent of the Park and Recreation Board and City 

Council. 

 

Subd. 5. Removal of Trees Endangering Public Safety, Utilities, or Other Public 

Improvements. 

 

A. The Park and Recreation Board may remove or cause or order to be removed any 

tree of part thereof which is in an unsafe condition or which by reason of its 

nature is injurious to sewers, electric power lines, or other public improvements, 

or is affected with any injurious fungus, insect or other pest. 

 

B. The City Arborist may remove or cause to be removed any tree or part thereof 

which is in an unsafe condition or which by reason of its nature is injurious to 

sewers or other public improvements or is affected with any injurious fungus, 

insect or other pest. Such removal shall only be made with the consent of the 

Clerk-Administrator. Such removal shall be made when the City Arborist and 

Clerk-Administrator agree that the situation warrants immediate action to 

safeguard the public health and welfare or to protect public property and 

infrastructure. 

 

C. Every tree overhanging any street or right-of-way shall be pruned so that the 

branches shall not obstruct the light from any street lamp or obstruct the view of 

any street intersection, and so that there shall be a clear space of at least l4 feet 

above the street and 7 feet above sidewalks. Dead, diseased, or dangerous trees, 

broken or decayed limbs which endanger the safety of the public shall be 

removed. 

 

Subd. 6. Trees on Private Property. 

 

A.   The Park and Recreation Board shall have the authority to order the trimming, 

treatment and removal of trees, shrubs or plants upon private property when such 

action is necessary to public safety or to prevent the spread of disease or insects to 

trees, shrubs or plants located on public property. Any tree or shrub situated upon 

private property, but so situated as to extend its branches over the improved 
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portion of a public street or highway easement shall be so trimmed by the owner 

of the real property upon which the same is located so that there is a clear height 

of at least l4 feet above that portion of such easement that is used for vehicular 

traffic and 7 feet above that portion of such easement used for pedestrian travel, 

unobstructed by branches; and such persons shall remove the dead or diseased 

branches or stubs of trees which are or may become hazardous to the public use of 

such easement. Any trees obstructing traffic control signs or devices from the 

view of the pedestrian or motorist shall be pruned to a height established by the 

Park and Recreation Board to insure proper safety for motorists or pedestrians. 

 

B.   All orders to trim, remove or treat trees, shrubs or plants given pursuant to this 

Section, shall be in writing and shall be served in person or by first class mail 

upon the owner of the property where such trees, shrubs or plants are located.  

Such orders shall afford the owner of the property not less than fourteen (l4) days 

from the date of mailing of such notice to comply with such order. It is unlawful 

for an owner of property receiving such an order to fail to comply with the order 

in the time specified. 

 

C.   If the required action is not taken by the property owner within the specified time, 

the Park and Recreation Board may cause the trees, shrubs or plants concerned to 

be trimmed, removed or treated, with the cost being borne by the property owner.  

If not voluntarily paid to the City by such owner, the costs of such trimming, 

removal or treatment may be recovered by the City by special assessment upon the 

property owner. 

 

Subd. 7. Boulevard Trees - Size and Species. For purposes of this Section, tree size and 

approved species are defined, as follows: 

 

A.   Small Size - Trees from l5 to 20 feet (approved for use under utility lines) and 

include flowering crabapple (fruitless preferred), mulberry, chokecherry and 

ornamental pear. 

 

B.   Medium Size - Trees from 30 to 40 feet and include hawthorn (thornless 

varieties), white or green ash, mountain ash, ironwood, locust (thornless varieties). 

 

C.   Large Size - Trees from 50 to 75 feet and include hard maple varieties, oak and 

linden. 

 

D.   Trees of any size not approved for use in boulevard plantings shall include, but are 

not limited to, silver and other soft maple varieties, American elm, Siberian elm, 

boxelder, willow, evergreen (conifer) trees of any variety, catalpa and 

cottonwood. 

 

Subd. 8. Spacing and Location of Boulevard Trees. 

 

A.   Spacing. The spacing of trees shall be in accordance with tree size and species set 

forth in Subd. 7, above, and no tree shall be planted closer together than as 

follows: Small Trees, 20 feet; Medium Trees, 30 feet; and Large Trees, 40 feet; 
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except in special plantings designed or approved by the Arbor Committee. 

 

B.   Location. The distance trees may be planted from curbs or curblines and 

sidewalks shall be in accordance with tree size and species set forth in Subd. 6, 

above, and no trees may be planted closer to any curb or sidewalk than the 

following:  Small Trees, 2 feet; Medium Trees, 3 feet; and Large Trees, 4 feet. 

 

C.   Corners, Hydrants, and Driveways. No boulevard tree shall be planted closer 

than 35 feet to any street corner, measured from the point of nearest intersecting 

curbs or curblines. No Boulevard Tree shall be planted closer than l5 feet to any 

hydrant, nor 5 feet from any driveway. 

 

D.   Utilities.  No trees other than those defined as "Small Trees" may be planted under 

or within l0 level feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within l0 lateral feet 

of any underground water line, sewer, transmission line or other utility. 

 

Subd. 9.  Destruction of Trees on Public Property or Rights-of-Way. It is unlawful for 

any person to top any Boulevard Tree, Park Tree or other tree on public property without 

prior written authorization from the Park and Recreation Board. Topping is defined as the 

severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three inches in diameter within the tree's 

crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. Trees 

severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees under utility wires or 

obstructions where other pruning practices are impractical may be exempted from this 

Section at the determination of the Park and Recreation Board. It is unlawful for any 

person to remove, alter or destroy any Boulevard or Park Tree without the prior written 

authorization from the Park and Recreation Board. 

 

Subd. 10. Regulating Trees, Shrubs and Plants on Private Property. The City shall 

have the authority to order the trimming, treatment and removal of trees, shrubs or plants 

upon private property when such action is necessary to public safety or to prevent the 

spread of disease or insects to trees, shrubs or plants located on public property, in 

accordance with City Code Sec. l2.30. 

 

Subd. 11.  Insurance.  It is unlawful for any person who is not properly insured to 

engage in the business of tree removal or trimming trees within the City limits.  Any 

person wishing to engage in these actions must first file evidence with the City Clerk 

Administrator of possession of liability insurance in the minimum amounts of 

$300,000.00 for bodily injury or death and $l00,000.00 property damage, indemnifying 

the City or any person injured or damaged resulting from the pursuit of such endeavor as 

herein described. 

 

Subd. 12.  Permits. 

 

A.   Scope of Requirements. It is unlawful for any person except the City Arborist, 

the City Maintenance Superintendent, an agent of the City Arborist or 

Maintenance Superintendent, or a contractor hired by the City Arborist or 

Maintenance Superintendent, to perform any of the following acts within City 

parks or boulevards without first obtaining a permit (for which no fee shall be 
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charged) from the City Clerk Administrator's office: 

 

1) Plant or remove trees or shrubbery in City parks. 

 

2) Attach any rope, wire, nail, sign, poster or any other man-made object to 

any tree in City parks or boulevards. 

 

B.   A lot owner adjacent to the boulevard may plant trees from the approved species 

list, prune, trim or remove undesirable trees without a permit. Permits are not 

required to give "ordinary care". 

 

Subd. 13. Interference With Park and Recreation Board. It is unlawful for any person 

to prevent, delay or interfere with the Park Board, or any of its agents, while engaging in 

and about the planting, cultivating, mulching, or pruning, spraying or removing of any 

Boulevard Trees, Park Trees, or trees on private grounds, as authorized in this Section. 

 

 

Subd. 14. Right of Review by Council. Any person aggrieved by any ruling or order of 

the Park and Recreation Board may appeal to the Council which shall hear the matter and 

make a final decision. The Council shall have the right to review the conduct and 

decisions of the Park and Recreation Board. The Council may modify, affirm, or reverse 

any determination of the Park and Recreation Board. 

 

Source:  Ordinance No. 110, 2nd Series 

Effective Date:  7-9-2012 

 

 (Sections 12.09 through 12.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 

 SEC. 12.20. CURFEW. 

 

Subd. 1. Definition.  As used in this Section "minor" means a person under the age of 

seventeen (l7) years. 

 

Subd. 2. Unlawful Acts. 

 

A.   It is unlawful for any minor person to be or loiter upon the streets or public places 

between the hours of l0:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. of the day following. 

 

B.   It is unlawful for any parent, guardian, or other person having the legal care or 

custody of any minor to allow or permit such minor to be or loiter upon the streets 

or public places in violation of this Section unless such minor is accompanied by a 

person of lawful age having such minor in charge. 

 

C.   It is unlawful for any person operating, or in charge of, any place of amusement, 

entertainment or refreshment, or other place of business, to allow or permit any 

minor to be or loiter in such place in violation of this Section unless such minor is 

accompanied by a person of lawful age having such minor in charge. This 

Subparagraph shall not be construed to permit the presence, at any time, of any 




